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FOOTBALL 
PITCH FEES 
GOING UP 



Councilor Patrick Harley 


Clearing up 
of rubbish 
starts again 

WORK has re-started clearing a 
huge rubbish pile next to homes in 
Brierley Hill - after the project was 
hit by delays due to a change in con¬ 
tractors. 

Rubbish at one time towered at 
around 40ft at the Refuse Derived 
Fuel plant, in Moor Street, which led 
to a campaign from councillors and 
residents for a clean-up of the moun¬ 
tain of waste, which involved the En¬ 
vironment Agency. 

Rubbish has been piled up at the 
site for more than six years leading 
to a court battle to have it removed. 
It was a saga that resulted in High 
Court action with company director 
Robert McNaughton jailed for failing 
to remove it in 2013. 

Contractors originally moved on 
to the site at the end of January but 
work paused, to the the frustration 
of residents. But it resumed last 
week after a change of contractors. 

It has been revealed that propos¬ 
als to build flats on the RDF site are 
likely to be resurrected once the rub¬ 
bish is cleared. A scheme to build two 
modern blocks containing 94 flats 
was unveiled last year but stalled 
as a developer feared they might be 
landed with the clean-up bill. 


Report by Andrew Turton 

FOOTBALL pitch fees will rise for the second year in a 
row across Dudley borough - despite claims that almost 
half of the pitches are in a ‘poor’ state. 

Teams currently pay around £518 a season to use council pitches and 
changing rooms but this is set to rise by two per cent under proposals. 

An investigation last year found that only 97 out of 167 pitches were found to be average 
or good condition with 70 found to be ‘poor’. 

Overhanging trees, worn out surfaces and outdated changing rooms are among the 
problems highlighted. Teams say the fee rise was expected but want more to be done to 
improve the condition of pitches. Last year council officials proposed putting up fees by 40 
per cent but backed down following talks with teams over maintenance costs. 

Dudley Council is backing £2 million 
plans for new all-weather pitches in the 
borough including at Hillcrest School in 
Netherton and The Dell Stadium, Pensnett. 

Brian Sutton, a representative of the 
Dudley and Cradley Heath Football League, 
welcomed those plans but said traditional 
pitches also needed to be cared for. 


More shops 
closing than 
are opening 

STOURBRIDGE saw the biggest 
percentage rate of closures of multi¬ 
ple chain shops in the Black Country 
in 2015. 

But across the region, as a whole, 
the rate of shops shutting slowed ac¬ 
cording to research for Pricewater- 
houseCoopers. 

Birmingham, which saw the new 
Grand Central development open, 
bucked the trend of closures with an 
increase of 29 shops over the year. 

But in Stourbridge there was a 
5.32 per cent fall from 94 to 89 shops 
with 10 shops closing and five open¬ 
ing. 

In Dudley there was a 2.86 per 
cent decline with six openings and 
nine closures and in Halesowen a 
1.39 per cent decline with one open¬ 
ing and two closures. 

Andy Lyon, partner and head of 
retail at PwC West Midlands, said: 
“The openings are concentrated on 
experience type outlets, especially 
food and beverage. The closures re¬ 
flect ongoing structured changes in 
retail banking and the higher regula¬ 
tory hurdles facing so called ‘money 
shops’. Fashion has taken another 
battering.” 


Alternatives 

“It is just the way it is at the moment 
that these things have to go up,” said Mr 
Sutton, who also sits on an advisory group 
to the council called Dudley Football 
Forum. “At least it isn’t the 40 per cent 
they said last year. 

“Not much is done with the pitches. They 
cut them but they don’t rake them or put 
fertiliser on them regularly.” 

Councillor Patrick Harley, who helps 
manage The Swan pub team which plays 
on Wordsley Park, said the council should 
be looking at alternatives for funding. 

The opposition Conservative group 
leader added: “When we had control of the 
council we would be looking to bring in peo¬ 
ple that could cut the grass a lot cheaper 
than the council.” 

Under plans, the cost will increase to 
£527.90 to hire the football pitch and 
changing rooms per season. The pitch and 
changing rooms hire on a casual basis will 
be £50.49 per match, up from £49.50. Jun¬ 
ior football teams pay £182.90 for an up 
to nine-a-side pitch but will pay £186.56 
under the planned increases. 

A report to Councillor Hilary Bills, who 
oversees parks, said: “The council’s budget 
target requires on average a minimum in¬ 
crease in fees and charges of two per cent 
for 2016/17, however there are a number of 
services where, due to budget constraints, 
cost levels and market conditions, a higher 
rate than this is necessary.” 


Brave Dennis, 82, 
is king of the castle 



‘I’ll give it a go’ - stroke survivor Dennis Tipper, aged 82, abseils 
down Dudley Castle walls in aid of the Stroke Association 

Wonder wall effort 


AN 82-year-old stroke survivor 
scaled the heights of Dudley Castle 
to raise money for charity - then 
said ‘I would get up there and do it 
again in a shot’. 

Dennis Tipper, from Lye, came 
down 100ft off the castle walls to 
raise more than £300 for the Stroke 
Association. 

Fundraisers gathered to see Mr 
Tipper take on the abseil along 
with his son-in-law Frank Crage 
and friend Michelle O’Meara. 

More than 30 people had abseiled 
the medieval walls of the popular 
attraction during the course of the 
event on Saturday. 

Mr Tipper, who attends the Dud¬ 
ley Stroke Association group, said: 
“This is something that is incredi¬ 


bly close to my heart after I suffered 
a stroke myself. To be able to be 
here today and to do this feels great. 

“There is a group of us and we 
all meet and support each other 
and when I heard about the abseil I 
thought why not give it a go.” 

Son-in-law Frank Crage, aged 
51, confessed before the taking the 
spiral staircase to the castle towers 
that he was petrified of heights. 

He said: “Going over the edge at 
the top was the worst bit but once 
you’ve done that it feels amazing.” 

Michelle O’Meara from Dudley, 
who works with the support group, 
said she was touched by Dennis’ 
story and felt the need to join in to 
help the work of the Stroke Asso¬ 
ciation. 


HOUSING 

More than 120 new 
homes are planned 

MORE than 120 homes will be built on the 
former Ridge Hill Hospital site in Wordsley 
after the plan won the backing of Dudley 
councillors. 

A mix of houses and apartments will be 
built at the site on Brierley Hill Road, with 
129 homes to be created in total. 

Most of the empty buildings in the hospi¬ 
tal grounds will be demolished. 

The site has long been a target for devel¬ 
opers keen to transform the site. Plans for 
homes at the site were first lodged in 2007. 
Neighbours have long called for the site to 
be cleaned up and brought back to use. 

ACCIDENT 

Binman is injured 
while on his round 

A REFUSE collector has been injured 
after he was caught between his bin 
lorry and a car in Wordsley. 

An ambulance was sent after the 
incident in Coldstream Driveat about 
7.50am on Tuesday. 

An ambulance service spokesman 
said: “When crews arrived they found 
a 53-year-old man who had suffered an 
arm injury after he was caught between 
the car and lorry as the car went by. He 
was taken to Russells Hall Hospital for 
further assessment and treatment.” 


FIRE 

Garage burns victim 
is taken to hospital 

A MAN was taken to hospital with burns to 
his face and hands after a severe blaze at 
an MOT test centre in the Black Country. 

Up to four cars were damaged by the 
intensity of the flames at the garage in Old 
Hill on Friday afternoon. 

Around 20 firefighters were called to 
Bridge Street Service Station, in Garratts 
Lane at around 1.30pm. 

Garratts Lane had to be closed between 
Powke Lane and Wrights Lane due to the 
severity of the fire. 

Firefighters from Haden Cross, Oldbury 
and Brierley Hill were on scene for more 
than two hours. 
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JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient 
and price 
competitive 



Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 


















Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 24, 2016 


2 CONTENTS 


MARK ANDREWS 

6 

LETTERS 

7 

PIZZAEXPRESS COMPETITION 11 

CLUBS 

12 

PROPERTY 

18 

THE FAST TICKET 

23 

MOTORING 

36 

SPORT 

C0NTACTUS 

39 & 40 


EDITORIAL: 

Tel: 01384 353201/01384 353205 
E-mail: dudley.chrons@expressandstar.co.uk 

SPORTS: 

Tel: 01902 319453 

E-mail: chron.sport@expressandstar.co.uk 

PHOTOGRAPHIC: 

Tel: John Sambrooks 01902 319431 
ADVERTISING: Nicola Cope 
Tel: 01902 319573 

E-mail: nicola.cope@expressandstar.co.uk 
PROPERTY: Marguerita Finnegan 
Tel: 01902 319627 

E-mail: marguerita.finnegan@expressandstar.co.uk 
MOTORING: Liz Barratt 
Tel: 01384 353244 

E-mail: liz.barratt@expressandstar.co.uk 
CLASSIFIED: 

Tel: 01902 317878 

E-mail: my-classified@expressandstar.co.uk 
DISTRIBUTION: Paul Jones 
Tel: 01902 319990 

E-mail: p.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 

Halesowen 

CHRONICLE ft 


51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Open Monday to Friday 9am-1 pm and 2pm-5pm 

www.yourchronicle.com 


DON’T MSS YOUR 

Express A Star 


EVERY MY 


PETER RHODES 

The man 
, who takes 



a sideways 
ook at life 


EVERY SATU 


NIGEL HASTILOW 

He always 
tackles the 
hoi topics, 
head-on 



instructor is to appeal sex conviction 



Gary Rolinson - found 
guilty of sexual assaults 


A DRIVING instructor who was found 
guilty of sexually assaulting six of his 
teenage pupils is planning to appeal 
against his conviction - after criticis¬ 
ing his barrister’s conduct in his trial, 
a court heard. 

Gary Rolinson has lodged an appeal 
with the Court of Appeal and his bar¬ 
rister Miss Samantha Forsyth, who 
defended him during his trial at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court, said she was no 
longer able to represent him. 

The case had been adjourned for a 
pre-sentence report on Rolinson follow¬ 
ing his conviction for 13 offences of sex¬ 


ual assault and one of causing a person 
to engage in sexual activity. Rolinson, 
who ran the 500+ Driving School in 
Kingswinford, preyed on young men by 
sexually assaulting them during lessons 
between 2012 and 2014, the jury heard. 

He was first arrested in 2012 after a 
teenager made a complaint about Rolin¬ 
son touching him inappropriately. 

In 2014 there was a further complaint 
by another young man, so the police 
wrote to more than 700 people who had 
been taught by Rolinson. As a result 
other youths, aged 17 and 18 at the time 
of their lessons came forward. 


Rolinson, aged 60, now of Mulberry 
Green, Dudley, had been due to be sen¬ 
tenced at Warwick Crown Court but 
Miss Forsyth said she did not feel able 
to mitigate for him. 

She explained: “Mr Rolinson has 
shown me a bundle of documents he has 
submitted to the Court of Appeal Crim¬ 
inal Division. 

“He has made quite serious allega¬ 
tions of professional impropriety in my 
conduct of the case and that of my in¬ 
structing solicitor. I am in an invidious 
position.” 

The case was adjourned to April 22. 


4,000 jobs on the way 

at revived waterfront 

MORE than 4,000 jobs will be 
created at The Waterfront after 
the Chancellor George Osborne 
gave backing to revitalise the 
site. 

Civic leaders say said the plans 
also hold the key to bringing the 
much-heralded Midland Metro exten¬ 
sion to Brierley Hill. 

Proposals to make The Waterfront and 
parts of neighbouring Harts Hill an en¬ 
terprise zone were approved as part of the 
Chancellor’s budget last Wednesday. 

Businesses moving in will be given a 
business rate free period for five years to 
tempt them to move to the complex near 
the Merry Hill shopping centre. 

Long term aims also include creating 
66,000 sq ft of business space to improve 
what is already on offer to potential ten¬ 
ants. 

Earlier plans for a new enterprise zone 
at The Waterfront stalled after they were 
shelved in favour of sites around Darlaston 
and Wolverhampton’s i54 in 2011. 

The Waterfront has been hit by problems 
in recent years after a series of high-profile 
business pulled out of the site. Currently 
around 40 per cent of the site is vacant. 

During its heyday, The Waterfront was 
one of the borough’s prime locations with 
waterside bars and restaurants adding to 
the vibrant atmosphere. 

Success 

Dudley Council leader, Councillor Pete 
Lowe, said the creation of the new zone 
marked a major success for Dudley and the 
region. 

“Its development, alongside the delivery 
of the Metro, will create jobs for people 
not only living locally but for those living 
across the whole of the West Midlands,” 
he said. “This announcement shows huge 
confidence in what we are trying to achieve 
in Dudley borough, which can now take a 
leading role in creating jobs for the future.” 

Dudley councillor Khurshid Ahmed, 
the council’s economic development chief, 
added: “The delivery of new transport 
links and environmental improvements 
will help stimulate further investment. The 
enterprise zone at the Waterfront will also 
be complemented by plans for significant 
housing growth.” 


Hotrod hotshots win engineering prize 



From left, Ethan Dunbar Baker, Rogan McGilp and Stuart Chau with the hot rod they built for Rogan’s brother David 


THREE students from Stourbridge 
have claimed top prizes in a nation¬ 
al science and engineering compe¬ 
tition. 

The Big Bang UK Young Scien¬ 
tists and Engineers Fair saw Ethan 
Dunbar Baker, aged 15, Rogan 
McGilp, 16, and Stuart Chau, 17, 
of Old Swinford Hospital school 
named Young Engineers of the 
Year for building a unique hot rod 
car from scratch for Rogan’s disa¬ 
bled 13-year-old brother David. 

The judges applauded the Da¬ 


vid’s Wheels project in which they 
built a hot rod with complete disa¬ 
bility access within three months. 

The judges also commended the 
team for coming together from dif¬ 
ferent school years, driven by their 
shared passion for the project. 

Rogan said: “Becoming UK 
Young Engineers is an amazing 
achievement for Ethan, Stuart and 
I. David’s Wheels is not just about 
building a car for my brother but 
we hope this will help change peo¬ 
ple’s perceptions about what’s pos¬ 


sible for disabled people to do. My 
brother really loves the car we’ve 
built for him and hopefully we will 
inspire more people to make activi¬ 
ties and entertainment more acces¬ 
sible to disabled children.” 

More than 200 finalists from 
across the country were selected 
to show their ideas at the Big Bang 
Fair. Ten were then shortlisted to 
pitch to a panel of celebrity judges 
including astronaut Helen Shar- 
man and TV astronomer Dr Maggie 
Aderin-Pocock. 


Network 
Rail work 
disruption 
over Easter 

RAIL users are being warned of major 
disruption as the line between Wolver¬ 
hampton and Birmingham New Street 
closes for six days over Easter. 

From tomorrow (Good Friday) until 
Wednesday, the line connecting the two 
cities will be closed due to work being 
undertaken by Network Rail on a key 
junction near Smethwick. 

Four days of works are also taking 
place in Stafford to remove the last re¬ 
maining bottleneck that causes delays 
on the West Coast Main Line. 

During this time, London Midland 
trains will be significantly reduced and 
replacement bus services will be in use. 

Martin Frobisher, route managing 
director for Network Rail, said: “The 
upgrade between Birmingham and Wol¬ 
verhampton is essential to maintain a 
reliable infrastructure and involves a 
significant amount of work. It has been 
carefully planned to be completed as 
safely and quickly as possible. 

“I appreciate there will be some dis¬ 
ruption as a result of this work and I’d 
like to thank passengers for their pa¬ 
tience while we carry out this invest¬ 
ment to provide a better railway.” 

The work is part of Network Rail’s 
£40 billion Railway Upgrade Plan. 

On Good Friday, and the three days 
after, there will be half-hourly replace¬ 
ment bus service for local stations be¬ 
tween Birmingham New Street and 
W olverhampton. 

Reduced direct train services will be 
provided by other operators such as Vir¬ 
gin Trains and Crosscountry. 

New bus fleet 
for Ring and Ride 

A WEST Midlands charity providing a 
discount bus service to people with lim¬ 
ited mobility has launched a new fleet 
of vehicles. 

Ring and Ride has launched seven new 
vehicles to benefit passengers living in 
the Black Country. They were unveiled 
at a ceremony held at the Black Country 
Living Museum last week. 

Each bus has been named after some 
of the charity’s longest standing passen¬ 
gers, some have been using the door-to- 
door service for more than 30 years. 

David Birmingham, chief executive for 
West Midlands Special Needs Transport, 
said: “This investment cements our 
commitment in continuing to provide 
our vital service to the people of Dudley, 
Sandwell, Walsall and Wolverhampton.” 

Road rage incident, 
two arrests made 

TWO men were arrested following an al¬ 
leged road rage incident between Hale¬ 
sowen and Stourbridge. 

A driver was punched and a window 
smashed as violence flared on the A456 
Birmingham Road, near Hagley, at 
8.45am Friday. 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABIE & BROIHIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS, 

VINYLS AND 
LAMINATES 


& 


Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

S3 www.ablecarpets.co.uk 
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COVERS ALL AREAS 
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• Hayley Green 

• Rowley Regis 

• Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 
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• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN E 
THE MIDLANDS Tj 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 « 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 
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Easy to use, real craft beer 

brewing system - all in one. 

Let Ken from 
Brewmon- 
key guide you 
through to your 
very own brew. 

JMl 


3 0000 supplies 

www.brewmonkey.co.uk 


27 High Street, Cradley Heath, opposite Tesco B64 5HG 

Telephone 01384 620238 
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Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet 1QQ1 • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 
Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail cutting and trimming 

• Diabetic footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 



201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 
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Outcry at 
fatal road 
tragedy 
sentence 

A JUDGE has been criticised for giv¬ 
ing a ‘lenient’ sentence to a postman 
who killed a father-of-eight by driving 
into him, having apparently fallen 
asleep at the wheel. 

Sajid Hussain, aged 36, was given 
a suspended jail sentence and a com¬ 
munity order after pleading guilty to 
causing the death of David Hinton, 
from Halesowen, by careless driv¬ 
ing. But a campaign has now been 
launched by friends of Mr Hinton who 
want the sentence reviewed . 

Hussain was at the wheel of a 
Volkswagen Polo when it struck Mr 
Hinton, 47, who had been putting his 
young children into his green Peugeot 
206 in Oakham Road, Dudley. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard that Hussain ‘must have dozed 
off before the collision near to the 
junction with Tansley Hill Road on 
June 20 last year. 

Judge James Burbidge gave him 
an eight-month jail term suspended 
for two years, 200 hours of unpaid 
work and a three yeaer driving ban. 
Sentencing him, the judge said: “The 
damage you have done to the Hinton 
family is immeasurable.” 

Mark Scott, who has set up a pe¬ 
tition, claims Hussain, of Blackacre 
Road, Dudley, should have been given 
a harsher sentence. The petition has 
already been signed by 1,100 but 
needs 100,000 to go to Parliament. 

He said: “I would like to have the 
lenient sentence overturned and a 
proper sentence given to Sajid Hus¬ 
sain who killed a family man leaving 
a widow and eight young children.” 

it's a jam packed 
holiday fortnight 

YOUNGSTERS can enjoy a jam- 
packed range of activities and family 
fun days with the Juniors at Muse¬ 
ums club this Easter holiday. 

Free family trails, where children 
can hunt for clues around the venues, 
will be available every day from March 
25 to April 10 at the Red House Glass 
Cone, and from March 25 until April 
9 at Dudley Museum and Art Gallery. 

There is a free, drop-in, Sticky Sat¬ 
urday session on April 9 at Dudley 
Museum and at the Red House Glass 
Cone on April 16 with the chance to 
have a go at messy crafts. Sticky Sat¬ 
urday runs 1.30pm to 3.30pm at both 
venues. 

For information about the range 
of activities visit www.dudley.gov.uk/ 
see-and-do/museums 

Rubbish cleared 
from woodland 

RUBBISH has been cleared months 
after being dumped in woods at Dud¬ 
ley. Waste near Castle Mill Road was 
removed by Dudley Council, after 
Dudley North MP Ian Austin contact¬ 
ed them on behalf of nearby residents. 


Solid Auto is taken over by larger rival 



Mark Price, Solid Auto MD 


A CAR parts group based in Halesowen 
has been bought by larger rival Andrew 
Page for an undisclosed sum. 

Established in 1983, Solid Auto has 
17,000 sq ft of warehousing and offices on 
the 43-acre Coombswood Business Park 
and is a leader in the Japanese and Ko¬ 
rean car parts market. 

Andrew Page, based in Leeds, said the 
deal was part of its growth strategy. In 
particular it would strengthen its sourc¬ 
ing capability in China and the Far East. 

Andrew Page chairman Jim Sumner 
said: “Solid Auto has established a very 
good reputation as a specialist supplier 


over the last three decades.” Mark Price, 
managing director of Solid Auto, said: “I 
am confident there will be significant ben¬ 
efits across the group given our expertise 
in Far East sourcing and detailed under¬ 
standing of the market. I believe there is 
a great cultural fit between Andrew Page 
and Solid Auto.” 

The move comes after Solid Auto had 
outlined ambitious growth plans for the 
year after becoming an authorised dis¬ 
tributor for Denso products and intro¬ 
duced a range of ABS sensors under its 
Solid Ace brand. 

The company has also been expand¬ 


ing its ranges of filters, braking, trans¬ 
mission, cooling, electrical, engine and 
steering & suspension components, with 
new-to-range introductions set to inten¬ 
sify well into 2016. 

Late last year Mr Price had said: “As 
a specialist, we maintain the heritage 
and expertise that makes us relevant to 
a customer’s business. We stock a lot of 
products within a niche range and there’s 
still massive potential for our business. 
We’ve a reputation on sourcing hard to 
find parts and our expertise in Japanese 
and Korean vehicles is well renowned - 
we won’t lose this specialism.” 


Campaign for double 
yellow lines on road 


A CAMPAIGN for double yellow 
lines to be installed on a one-way 
Halesowen road has stepped up a 
gear after a councillor claimed resi¬ 
dents are ‘living in fear’. 

Several smashes and claims of speeding 
cars in Church Street have left residents 
worried that a major accident will happen 
in the terrace road, which is made worse 
by a tight junction leading into Nimmings 
Road, said Councillor Karen Shakespeare. 

Dudley traffic officers were called to the spot 
last week but insist that action cannot be taken 
for at least a year due to the junction only scor¬ 
ing 22 points on its danger rating system. 

Angry Councillor Shakespeare said she was 
‘disgusted’ by the council response. 

“The road is narrow and tight and the one 
end has a one-way system from Long Lane and 
the other is two-way from Nimmings Road and 
that is where we have been pushing for the 
double yellow lines,” she explained. 

“Even after having officers to the spot it 
seems they are not interested, so the problem 
just continues. “Residents have had enough. 
They are living in fear of a fatal smash happen¬ 
ing due to inconsiderate parking and speeding. 

Unsafe 

Traffic calming measures have been re¬ 
quested due to residents feeling unsafe when 
getting out of their cars. 

Councillor Shakespeare continued: “Church 
Street has been subject to speeding cars and 
several cars being smashed into. 

“It has left people fearing for their safety, 
especially if they have children or are elderly. 

“Officers said that it would need to score 25 
points on its rating system to be considered for 
double yellow lines for the 2016/17 programme, 
so now we will have to wait until 2017/18 for a 
decision to be made. It is a joke. 

“There is no deterrent to get people to slow 
down or to note where they park.” 

She added: “There was another accident just 
a few days ago, so I will continue to fight for 
something to be done, as this is unacceptable.” 

A one-way system was installed on Church 
Street in 2010. 

At the same time, Green Lane, which is the 
next road, has had thousands spent on meas¬ 
ures to improve safety, including bollards and 
new signs. 



Coseley’s Niki Jones with dachsund puppy Bindi, who has deformed 
feet and needs a pioneering operation so she can walk like other dogs 


Bionic 
dog bid 
to help 
fix Bindi 

IT’S a dog’s life for Bindi 
the dachshund. The pam¬ 
pered pooch looks down at 
her canine comrades from 
the vantage point of her own 
pram on trips to the park. 

But the unlucky puppy 
has had it tough. Born with 
a condition that leaves her 
barely able to walk, the six- 
month-old could soon be¬ 
come the Black Country’s 
own bionic dog thanks to a 
pioneering operation. 

Devoted owner Niki Jones 
is determined to give her the 
best life possible by raising 
£7,500 to give her a bionic 
paw. “I just want to give her 
the best quality of life,” says 
Niki, 41, from Coseley. 

Niki helps run a group for 
devoted dog fans who share 
her passion for dachshunds. 

When she saw her pet 
Pepper had given birth to 
a tiny puppy, she soon real¬ 
ised something was wrong. 
Bindi, a miniature smooth 
haired dachshund, had de¬ 
fects to both her front paws. 

Niki, who runs a com¬ 
puter sales and repairs busi¬ 
ness with her husband, has 
found a pioneering vet who 
can amputated the worst 
paw and replace it with 
a bionic one. See www.go 
fundme. com/bionicbindi 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Tickets for charity 
show now on sale 

TICKETS for a charity show hosted 
by the Mayor of Dudley are on sale. 

Acts already lined up for the event 
in May include are Louise Roberts, 
Phil Arron, Emily Jones, Richie Ray, 
Jonathan Jones and Bubble. 

Money raised on the night will be 
shared between Mayor Councillor 
Steve Waltho’s five charities. 

The event will be held at Parkes 
Hall Social Club in Parkes Hall Road, 
Dudley, on Friday, May 13. The 
show starts at 7pm and tickets cost 
£4, available from the club or 07412 
531924. 

Patrols stepped up 
over bike menace 

YOBS have been causing a nuisance 
by riding off-road bikes around the 
Fens Pool Nature Reserve, leading to 
complaints. 

Police said officers had seized one 
bike and two other youths had been 
warned about riding around at the 
beauty spot in Pensnett. 

They said the area near Blackwater 
Close was a particular hotspot, while 
the bikes have also been seen on roads 
around Fens Pool. 

Officers have stepped up patrols 
following complaints from people who 
live nearby. 

First properties 
to go on market 

THE first homes on a new housing de¬ 
velopment in Rowley Regis will soon 
be released for sale 

Redrow has permission to build on 
the former St Michael’s Business and 
Enterprise College site on Throne 
Road. Rowley Grange will include 111 
three and four-bedroom homes. 

Redrown spokeswoman Pauline 
Turnbull said: “We’ll soon be releas¬ 
ing the first properties for sale off- 
plan with fully furnished show homes 
to open in a couple of months’ time.” 

Happv singing sessions 
offered to youngsters 

CHILDREN can find their voice by 
taking part in singing sessions this 
Easter. 

Primary school music co-ordinator 
Margaret Jones is running the class on 
March 30 at Hasbury Christian Fel¬ 
lowship, in Albert Road, Halesowen. 

Youngsters can learn songs from the 
movies, including Happy and Some¬ 
where Over The Rainbow. The day 
starts at 10am and ends with a perfor¬ 
mance at 3pm. Email shenstonemu- 
sic@gmail.com, or call 07761849332. 

Get out on the floor 

AN evening of Northern Soul music is 
being offered at Dudley Town Hall on 
April 16. 

Tickets for the event are £7 from 
the box office on (01384) 812812. 

The music runs from 8pm to lam 
with DJs including Hitsville Chalky, 
Martin Stanford and Ginger Taylor. 
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SAVE EIOOO’S ON A 
REPLACEMENT KITCHEN 


10 OBLIGATION QUOTE 




Admire Coatings Ltd 


Why replace your kitchen when we 
can respray your dated kitchen. 

We Can spray just the Doors or 
your Whole Kitchen. 

You can even dismantle yourself 
www.admirecoatings.co.uk (keep cost down) or leave it to us 
All colours. Farrow & Ball now 
matched. 

Open: MON - FRI 8am - 4.30pm 

Tel: 01384 639793 Mob: 07824 997887 email: tony@admirecoatings.co.uk u&cappiy 



Repairs 

Broken Dentures 
Repaired on Site 


~\ 


We Won't Be Beaten 
on Quality or Price - 


Monday - Friday 

m°™-5.oo pm Telephone: 

9.00am T2 a 30pm 01384 411400 

193 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 

Crown & Bridge Studio [where the Cook shoo used to bei 

Dental Laboratory 


(where the Cook Shop used to be) 

24 Hour Emergency 07535 6422< 
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THE BEST OF 

PETERRHODES^^ 

AUNTIE Beeb says the Top Gear stunt, with a 
wheel-spinning Mustang clouding the Cenotaph in tyre 
smoke, will not be broadcast. Well, of course not. It has 
served its purpose. It has proved the old adage that 
there’s no such thing as bad publicity. 

ASK a silly question, get a silly answer. The form for a 
US visa asks: “Do you seek to engage in or have you ever 
engaged in terrorist activities, espionage, sabotage or 
genocide?” John McGarry, a blameless retired cop from 
Lancashire, says his travel agent mistakenly ticked the 
box. As a result Mr McGarry was marched off the cruise 
ship when it docked in New York and was questioned by 
police, an experience which he says ruined the trip. 

MORE things misheard in youth. A former cookery 
teacher recalls the pupil who thought she was using 
self-erasing flour. 


THE Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury says it is not racist to worry 
about mass immigration, and 
he makes the headlines. Yet 
while it is moderately interesting 
to hear an archbishop admit 
migration can bring problems, 
it is far more interesting to hear 
a migrant saying the same. 

Keith Vaz, the Labour MP 
who came to the UK with his 
family in 1965, says the system for resettling 
asylum seekers is unfair. The usual line from the Left is 
that immigration, diversity and multiculturalism are wholly 
beneficial, and the more the merrier. The Left love to use 
words such as “cultural enrichment” and “vibrant” and try 
to pretend it’s a joyous thing to have lots of non Eng¬ 
lish-speaking surgeons, and schools where 50 languages 
are spoken. But Vaz says: “The dispersal system appears 
unfair, with whole swathes of the country never receiving 
a single asylum seeker.” In other words, the inner-cities 
have had enough, time to share the vibrancy around. 

BETTER late than never. The Private Eye reports the 
curious fact that a director of Volkswagen, the car maker 
accused of falsifying diesel emissions, is called Olaf Lies 
- as reported in this column last October. 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Rapid rise in number 
of students expelled 


THE number of children expelled from Dud¬ 
ley secondary schools has risen by 75 per 
cent over a three year period. 

Nearly half of the 89 students kicked out in 2014/15 were 
excluded because of persistent disruptive behaviour. Coun¬ 
cil chiefs labelled the numbers as ‘a very rapid rise’. 

In the 2012/2013 school year 51 pupils were permanently 
excluded across Key Stage 4 with that figure leaping to 89 
for 2014/2015, an increase of 75 per cent. In 2013/2014 75 


children were expelled. 

The highest increase came 
from Year 10 pupils with 11 
expelled in 2012/2013 ris¬ 
ing to 28 in 2014/2015. A 
total of 24 were excluded in 
2013/2014. 

Councillor David Vickers, 
of the People Services Scru¬ 
tiny Committee, said: “We 
need to do some hard work. 
I am disappointed with 
the figures that this report 
shows.” 

Reduce 

Councillor Ian Cooper, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren’s services, said: “The 
education authority is 
working with all schools to 
try to reduce the need for 
permanent exclusions and 
this proactive approach has 
already seen a much lower 
rate of permanent exclu¬ 
sions in the current aca¬ 
demic year, to a level which 
is already less than a half 
of what it was at the same 
point last year. 

“The level of permanent 
exclusions from primary 
schools is below the regional 
average for the West Mid¬ 
lands.” 


By Clare Butler 

Data also revealed that 
six schools have expelled 
15 or more pupils with 
three schools excluding 21 
or more. But bosses stated 
there was an ‘enormous var¬ 
iation’ between schools. 

The School Standards Re¬ 
port 2015 stated: “The raw 
numbers of exclusions, at 
74 for the year 2013-14, is 
higher than all other local 
authorities except Birming¬ 
ham and Staffordshire. Both 
are much larger authorities. 

“As a proportion of the 
school population, the rate 
of permanent exclusion is 
more than twice as high 
as most of our closest geo¬ 
graphical neighbours. 

“These figure hide an 
enormous variation between 
schools. One school has only 
permanently excluded one 
student, and another only 
two, during the last three 
years six schools have per¬ 
manently excluded 15 or 
more during that period, 
with three schools excluding 
21 or more.” 


Pupil chose care home name 



Head Joanna Turner, Christian and Janette Beckett, of BCFG 


SCHOOL pupils have been 
working with a housing 
group to name a new state- 
of-the-art residential care 
home which is under con¬ 
struction in Halesowen. 

The 66-bed three-storey 
care complex in Kent Road 
will open in September, re¬ 
placing the former 1960s 
Shenstone Care Home de¬ 
molished last year. 

Now it has been revealed 
that the £5 million build will 
be called Gower Gardens, a 
reference to Gower Farm 
which used to occupy a site 
nearby. 

Lapal Primary School 
pupil Christian, from Year 
4, came up with the win¬ 
ning name and was con¬ 
gratulated by head teacher 
Joanna Turner 

Janette Beckett, director 
of care and social business 
at Black Country Housing 
Group, who are behind the 
build, said: “We were de¬ 
lighted to welcome Chris¬ 
tian and his family to site 
to help us unveil the new 
name for our new facility, 
Gower Gardens. We hope 
that when the home opens 
later in 2016 it will be a real 
part of the community and, 
with this ambition, it was 
important for us to involve 
our community in deciding 
on the property’s name” 


Made in 
Britain 
bus fleet 
launched 

NATIONAL Express is 
buying more environmen- 
tally-friendly buses to cover 
the Black Country. 

The public transport 
company, which runs bus 
services and operates the 
Midland Metro in the West 
Midlands, is expanding 
its fleet of high-tech grey- 
painted Platinum buses. 
This follows their successful 
introduction on routes in 
May last year. 

National Express is 
spending £15 million to buy 
65 more this year with the 
first expected to be on the 
road in the summer. 

Platinum buses currently 
operate on eight routes 
across Birmingham, Soli¬ 
hull, Coventry and Walsall. 

The £34m fleet of 58 
buses give passengers free 
wifi, extra leg room and 
high-backed comfy seats. 

Efficient 

They are built in Britain 
by Alexander Dennis and 
are lighter and more fuel 
efficient than conventional 
buses and their Euro 6 en¬ 
gines are among the clean¬ 
est in the world. 

The buses currently op¬ 
erate on the 900, 957, X51, 
997, 934, 935, 936 and 937 
routes. 

A recent survey showed 
passengers are impressed 
with the new vehicles with 
satisfaction across all the 
Platinum routes 94 per 
cent and 81 per cent found 
the services good value for 
money. 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 



THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 


Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS 0PEH 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 







































Wildlife-friendly gardens 
hope after lottery funding 


A NEW project aiming to create more wildlife-friendly gardens 
across Sandwell is being launched thanks to lottery funding. 
Officials at RSPB centre in Sandwell Valley secured funding 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund to towards the scheme. 

The project is the latest boost for the reserve following the open¬ 
ing of its new visitor centre, off Tanhouse Avenue, Great Barr. The 
Give Sandwell Nature A Home project has been established to enhance 
- wildlife in and around towns in a 


Warning on 
cold calling 
rogue traders 

SANDWELL Council Trading Stand¬ 
ards are warning residents to be 
aware of rogue traders ‘cold’ calling 
in the Sandwell area following a num¬ 
ber of reported incidents in the Great 
Barr and Hamstead area. 

Officers are concerned about po¬ 
tentially illegal practices including 
false representations, unreasonable 
charges, unfinished poor quality work 
and aggressive practices. 

Mark Beesley, Area Trading Stand¬ 
ards Officer, said: “With the weather 
improving, we see an increase in 
rogue trader activity particularly 
around works to driveways, gardens 
and roofs. Recent reports suggest that 
these rogue traders are using intim¬ 
idating and aggressive behaviour in 
trying to persuade residents to agree 
to work. I urge residents to keep a par¬ 
ticular eye on their older and vulner¬ 
able neighbours who may be having 
work done. Report suspicious activity 
or seek advice by phoning 0345 404 
0506.” 


bid to boost quality of life. 

The initiative will help transform 
green spaces that are perfect for wild¬ 
life and to ‘extend’ the size of the 
RSPB Sandwell Valley reserve. 

The team is asking residents to get 
involved and help wildlife by creating 
bug hotels, nest boxes, and wildflower 
patches to house creatures. 

People are being invited to the cen¬ 
tre on Easter Monday between 11am 
and 3pm for inspiration at the Give 
Sandwell Nature A Home launch. 

Challenge 

Staff and volunteers are working on 
creating some wildlife demonstrations 
at the reserve and are encouraging 
visitors to take up the challenge of 
making their own garden a home for 
nature. 

Alex Sharrod, Visitor Experience 
Officer at RSPB Sandwell Valley, 
said: “We’re so excited to be getting 
this community project under way. 
Whether you grow an entire wildflower 
meadow or make a frog pond from an 
old washing up tub, it’s wonderful to 
be able to create a home for nature.” 

There will be mini projects to take 
part in and demonstrations. 

For details on any upcoming events 
email alex.sharrod@rspb.org.uk or 
call Nature’s Reach on 0121 357 7395. 
Visitors have flocked to the £400,000 
centre since it opened last August. 



Visitors from Cheltenham, from left, Dr Ivor Hadley, Jean and John Ripley, look through photographs 


FOND memories and photos of Light- 
wood House and Park have been 
shared by Sandwell residents as part 
of its £5.2m restoration project. 

The site is bustling with activity 
once again as company HB&C re¬ 
started work back in October, after 
the original contractor went into ad¬ 
ministration - putting the future of 
the scheme in doubt. 

But the project aims to bring the 
Grade II listed house - built in 1791 
- back into public use for community 
meetings, training and functions, a 


children’s centre and on-site offices 
for the park and house management. 

Around 70 people shared stories and 
favourite pastimes at the Heritage 
Centre in Victoria Park, in what was 
deemed a ‘great success’ by archivist 
Miriam Norii, who helped plan the day 
with Julia Morris, Lightwoods Park 
community engagement officer and 
The Friends of Lightwoods Park and 
House volunteers. 

Miriam said: “Pictures were brought 
in from as early as the 1930’s, show¬ 
ing how much the park has changed, 


with the iconic features such as the 
bandstand and drinking fountains. It 
was a lovely day, people of all ages and 
backgrounds came to share stories and 
their favourite memories of the park . 

“Plans will see the park fully re¬ 
opened from Spring 2017 at the ear¬ 
liest, aiming to transform this much 
loved historic park back into an attrac¬ 
tive and welcoming place that people 
enjoy coming to.” On the first floor 
there will be rooms for the community, 
conferences and weddings with the 
upper floor commercial office space. 


Expansion at 5 
temple site 
gets go-ahead 

EXPANSION plans for a temple in 
the Black Country have been ap¬ 
proved by council planners. 

Proposals for the 21-acre Balaji 
Temple complex in Tividale will see a 
15-metre tall building constructed to 
house a festival chariot and the laying 
out of a processional route around the 
site off Dudley Road East. 

John Baker, development and reg¬ 
ulatory services manager at Sandwell 
Council, said: “This is an interesting 
application. There have been exten¬ 
sive legal advisories and discussions 
but the proposed changes do not com¬ 
promise the proposed right of way 
across the site.” 

The temple has grown in the past 

15 years to become the largest Hindu 
temple of its kind in Europe. Temple 
trustee Dr Venkataramana Rao said 
the scheme would ensure the temple 
was better equipped to host some of 
the key festivals. 

Dr Rao said: “At the moment we 
can’t keep the chariot anywhere out¬ 
side because it’s made of wood, that’s 
why we need to build this new build¬ 
ing. It’s part and parcel of the Hindu 
community.” 

Plans were approved subject to the 
proposed finished floor levels of the 
processional route being submitted to 
and agreed by Sandwell Council. The 
decision was made at the council’s 
planning committee last week. 

Driver who had road 
ban is put behind bars 

A 20-YEAR-OLD man has been sent 
to a young offenders’ institute for 

16 weeks after being caught driving 
while disqualified. 

Reece Jones was spotted driving a 
blue mini on Wednesbury Oak Road 
in Tipton and on the nearby Asda car 
park on December 3. He also had no 
insurance. Jones, of no fixed address, 
pleaded guilty to driving while dis¬ 
qualified and with no insurance at 
Sandwell Magistrates Court. 



<2§> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 



Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
$ Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


/if QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

7 , THE GUILD H 

~ OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN Xr 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

Head Office & Showroom 

Stourport Showroom 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

customers requiring further work. 

01384 232413 

01299 877718 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, 

Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 

Thursdays 9am - 7pm 

Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 

QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm 

Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 



www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


It’s wheely 
not on to 
keep up 
criticism 

BLACK Country MP Ian Austin has chal¬ 
lenged critics of the giant ferris wheel 
in Dudley town centre, including Good 
Morning Britain presenter Piers Morgan, 
to put their prejudices to one side, and 
give the DY Eye a try. 

A noble sentiment, but I think it might 
be an idea if Piers decides to sit this one 
out. Yes the wheel is 135ft tall, and made 
from some pretty sturdy looking beams, 
but would you trust it to carry Morgan’s 
weight? 

It’s big. But not big enough for Mor¬ 
gan’s ego! 

□ □□ 

WHILE I would never take it upon my¬ 
self to defend Morgan, you can hardly 
blame the national media for jumping on 
the Dudley-bashing bandwagon when 
there are so many people in the town who 
seem so keen to put the boot in them¬ 
selves 

It was after all, not the national media, 
but 21-year-old Dudley student Vincent 
Parry who branded it the worst tourist 
attraction in Britain. And it was not the 
national media which branded Dudley a 
“s***hole”, but another delightfully articu¬ 
lated son of the town. 

What is it with these people? 

It was the same when the Art Deco 
shoe shop at the top of the town was 
renovated with a small European grant. 
People were queuing up to say it was not 
worth bothering to spend any money on 
Dudley. 

Then there is the delightful Caitlin Mo¬ 
ran. Now a fully paid-up member of the 
London metropolitan elite, she never tires 
of painting the people of Wolverhampton, 
where she grew up, as a bunch of reac¬ 
tionary Neanderthal layabouts. 

Let’s be honest, there is plenty to criti¬ 
cise about both Dudley and Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, and regular readers of this column 
will know that I have few reservations 
about pointing out these shortcomings 
on a regular basis. But while I might 
bemoan the dearth of major retailers in 
Dudley, or local government’s belief that 
block-paving is the panacea for the de¬ 
cline of the high street, I certainly don’t 
criticise anybody for trying. 

Why would anybody object to a ferris 
wheel? Or a shop being renovated? 

Yes there is a lot wrong with our towns. 
But unlike some people, I would actually 
like to see them get better. 

□ □□ 

BESIDES, it is worth taking a trip to see 
the giant wheel if only to marvel at the 
workmanship that has gone into it. Just 
look at those huge girders, the massive 
bearings, stare in awe at how the power¬ 
ful engines lift people into the sky. 

And then weep at how, little more than 
a generation ago, we used to make all 
these incredible structures here in the 
heart of the Black Country. Where now 
we have leisure parks and out-of-town 
shopping centres. 



Orkambi, drug that transformed Carly’s life and may help others 



Carly has been undergoing treatment since she was a child 



Carly Jeavons meets Chancellor George Osborne in Whitehall 


Trial drugs turned 
Carly’s life around 



Carly Jeavons, who has CF, pictured with her son Corey, 5, at home in Woodsetton, Dudley 


Carly Jeavons says a trial drug 
has given her back her life, 

PETER MADELEY hears she 
wants others to benefit as well 


STRUGGLING to breathe and suf¬ 
fering from crippling pains and ex¬ 
haustion, Carly Jeavons was faced 
with the daunting possibility of los¬ 
ing her home. 

Having being diagnosed with cystic 
fibrosis (CF) at three days old, she had 
long been used to an exhausting daily 
routine of medication and exercise. 

As a youngster she had a vascuport sur¬ 
gically implanted in her chest, which helps 
medics intravenously administer medication 
without constant injections, then at the age 
of 17 she was diagnosed with CF-related di¬ 
abetes. 

Each day, Carly had to take 90 tablets and 
put herself through a gruelling two-hour stint 
of physiotherapy just so she could lead any¬ 
thing resembling a ‘normal’ life. 

Deteriorate 

But in October 2011 the mother-of-one’s 
health started to deteriorate when she re¬ 
turned to work following the birth of her son, 
Corey. 

“I was completely exhausted all the time 
and my body couldn’t cope,” said Carly, from 
Woodsetton, Dudley. “I started to need more 
regular, unplanned IVs - which had to take 
place in hospital as I didn’t have the strength 
to do them myself at home. 

“At one point I had to take three months off 
work due to the numerous IVs, oral antibiot¬ 
ics and steroids I had taken, but nothing made 
any difference.” 

Carly says she tried a number of new drugs, 
all of which had ‘terrible side effects’. Then a 
new IV programme led to an allergic reaction, 
while she began to suffer with a seemingly per¬ 
manent chest infection. Her lung function was 
down to 44 per cent. 

“My options were running out,” she said. 


“The chest infection meant my joints had 
become so inflamed that I couldn’t lift my 
arms or legs and my mom or fiancee would 
have to physically get me out of bed and dress 
me. 

“It got to the point where I couldn’t make it 
downstairs at all. I was having stomach block¬ 
ages, my diabetes was getting more difficult 
to controland daily activities that were once 
normal were becoming increasingly difficult. 

“I would get up wishing the day away be¬ 
cause I couldn’t wait to go back to bed at night. 
I couldn’t plan anything because I never knew 
whether I would feel up to it. And if I did, I had 
to plan the next few days after so I could re¬ 
cover. Small luxuries such as going for a meal 
with friends became impossible.” 

Carly says she reached her lowest ebb. Her 
mental health began to deteriorate as she real¬ 
ised she was struggling to cope with life. 


She started to face up to the very real pos- 
sibilityshe was no longer capable of holding 
down her job. 

“That would have meant losing my home,” 
Carly said. “I always managed to maintain a 
normal life, always worked hard and both my 
partner and I provided a lovely home and life 
for our family. But I feared was all about to 
change.” 

Just when all seemed lost a glimmer of hope 
appeared. During a stint as an inpatient at 
the CF Centre in Dudley, she was told about a 
new drug called Orkambi that was being put 
through clinical trials. 

The drug - a combination of two treatments 
- had been developed to thin the thick mucus 
that builds up on the lungs as a result of CF. 

Just five places were available on the trial, 
but following a test Carly was accepted. 

“People might think it was a risk getting 


involved in a trial,” said Carly, aged 29. “But 
I never gave it a second thought. I was desper¬ 
ate. By that stage I would have done anything 
to feel better.” 

For the first six months of the trial Carly 
said she didn’t know whether she was on the 
active drug or a placebo. Then in March 2014 
she was rolled onto a second phase of treat¬ 
ment where she was given the active drug. 
Within weeks her life had been transformed. 

Her demanding physio routine halved, her 
lung function increased and the chronic pain 
in her joints subsided, meaning she was able to 
regularly go to work. 

The number of chest infections dramatically 
decreased, while the strength she regained al¬ 
lowed her to administer her IV antibiotics at 
home. She no longer required regular visits to 
hospital and was able to exercise again. 

“Right now I am in the best health I have 
ever been in,” Carly said. “I can be a working 
mom without being exhausted, something I 
would not have thought possible. 

Relief 

“The biggest relief is I don’t worry like I did 
before. I still get poorly but I recover much 
better than I used to. The treatment has taken 
a massive weight off my shoulders.” 

Buoyed by her own success with Orkambi, 
Carly now campaigns on behalf of the Cystic 
Fibrosis Trust calling for the NHS to extend 
clinical trials. 

Her story prompted a House of Commons 
debate after her cause was taken up by Dudley 
North MP Ian Austin. Last week she took the 
fight to Downing Street where she handed in 
a 15,000-signature petition and received the 
backing of Chancellor George Osborne. 

Carly said: “Cystic fibrosis care has long 
been about managing decline, instead of fight¬ 
ing the condition at the source. But thanks to 
new treatments people living with cystic fibro¬ 
sis will have the opportunity to experience real 
changes in how they manage their condition.” 

The Cystic Fibrosis Trust has published an 
open letter to Vertex Pharmaceuticals, the 
manufacturer of Orkambi, urging it to work 
with the NHS towards a solution. 

It is estimated that 50 per cent of the 9,000 
CF sufferers in the UK could benefit from 
Orkambi. 



"SPRING SALE 


Y Open 7 Days a Week 

Y Old Buildings Removed 

Y Base Laying Service 

Y Asbestos Disposal 

Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


FULL TONGUE & GROOVE 


Log Cabins VIEW 

& Garden Rooms I ol ^ LINE 

- :'«V 


-V.® I . 

MJm\ 

Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Y Huge Range /Made To Measure Service Y Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 






























Continuity the key to tackling 
scandal of child exploitation 

WHAT with the continued cuts in public a free run, leaving vulnerable girls isolated 
services it makes you wonder just how Dud- with no one to turn to. Shamefully, in the 
ley Council leaders can justify paying an In- past local authorities, police and other child 
terim Head of Children’s Services a salary protection agencies have been reluctant to 
of £800 a day. If Merlin Joseph is competent intervene for fear of racial stereotyping, 
enough to do the job why not offer her the which could lead to accusations of racism, 
post? DMBC tell us they have a campaign in 

Perhaps it would end the uncertainty and place to combat this type of exploitation, 
ensure some continuity over a department but it could be too late for many of these 
tackling the scandal of child exploitation on young girls, 
our streets. A P CUFF 

For far too long the groomers have had Stourbridge 


Nickname 
really not 
a matter 
for MP 

IAN Austin’s criticism of 
the Washington American 
football team using the 
nickname ‘Redskins’ is a 
little silly. 

Sports teams through the 
ages have been given names 
by fans or club owners. 
Names may have originated 
decades ago, when there 
was no negative inference 
intended. 

While ‘Washington Na¬ 
tive Americans’ may be 
more acceptable now, it 
doesn’t exactly roll off the 
tongue. 

If Mr Austin feels so 
strongly, why has he not 
raised the issue of the Ex¬ 
eter ‘Chiefs’ rugby side be¬ 
fore? 

Sports teams’ nicknames 
transcend meaning - they 
just are! 

I think Mr Austin is guilty 
of talking a load of North¬ 
ampton Town and should 
concentrate on being a good 
MP for Dudley. 

D STEELE 

Wolverhampton 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Already ample parking 
space, so cut the fees 

DUDLEY Council said that it was severely short of money 
and would have to make cuts. Then last week they said 
that they were going to spend several millions on build¬ 
ing a multi-storey car park in Tower Street. Between King 
Street and Duncan Edwards Way there are the acres of the 
Flood Street car parks, almost the same distance from the 
town centre as Tower Street, accessible via a foot bridge. 
To aid usage, couldn’t the council reduce the parking fees? 
P COLE 
Kingswinford 

Great view from the wheel of 
our soon to close museum 

WHAT a superb view you can get from Dudley’s new (sec¬ 
ond hand?) ferris wheel, the most interesting feature being 
the soon-to-be-closed museum. 

Can’t the councillors of Dudley see the irony in pro¬ 
moting a short term vacuous ride over this well run little 
gem? Is it too difficult to see the town needs sustainable 
improvements to the leisure and shopping experience not 
short term ‘entertainments’? 

D BAILEY 
Tividale 


Bandwidth 
bandit fear 

THE report of the lady who 
had been accused of illegally 
downloading a film (Dudley 
Chronicle, March 17) has a 
serious side to it. 

Her details were traced 
from her IP address, there¬ 
fore it is likely that some¬ 
one has used her internet 
connection to download the 
film, this should not be pos¬ 
sible if it has a security code. 

However, we had a charge 
for use at a time when we 
were not home to use the 
computer. 

BT were unable to explain 
why to us but our internet 
had been used by someone, 
probably to download films, 
which we never do. 

So beware, there are peo¬ 
ple out there who are clever 
enough to steal your inter¬ 
net access. 

R GWILLIAMS 

Brierley Hill 

What is fate 
of our gold? 

MANY years ago I voted 
like many others to join the 
Common Market. I empha¬ 
sise the Common Market, 
not Europe. 

Has anyone considered 
what would happen to Eu¬ 
rope should we withdraw? 

England and Germany 
are the two largest contrib¬ 
utors to the union. There 
are far more recipients than 
contributors. How would 
the rest of the EU cope with 
the loss of such funding? 

I have one more question 
- what will happen to the 
load of gold that was trans¬ 
ported from the Bank of 
England to the Bundesbank, 
Germany, as reserve for the 
Common Market. Will that 
be returned? 

P BIRKS 

Cradley Heath 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

email: info@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

0121 423 3883 / 0844 561 7244 Office 




Supply/install of 
electric roller shutter 
garage doors 
Electric heating 
systems 

Inspection & testing 
Shower upgrades 
CCTV & intruder 
alarms 


For all your electrical 
needs in your home, 
garden, driveway or 
office/retail premises 
Experienced 
electricians NICEIC 
regulated 

Competitive prices/ 
FREE quotations 


Energy saving LED 

Lighting 

Fuseboard 

replacements 

Rewiring 

Landlord Certification 
General electrical 
maintenance 


Starkey Electrical Ltd - Your local, energy efficient electrician 
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HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 
- QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - Telephone: 0121 421 7001 | 0121 421 2104 


INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


.Including 

fitting! 


INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


.Including 
fitting! 




Make Your Home a Winter rai/faT)?7 with 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd 

I- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

'oYoYo 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit A/ew Windows! 

• Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 


Sealed Units 
Replacement available 


It IXI£& to be 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by 

CAMDEN 


nrA nn nn 

v V v v v 
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4 WE OFFER QUALITY UPVC 
WINDOWS AND DOORS AT 
QUAFITY PRICES W 



Why pay more? 

Deal direct with the owners, 
no salesmen, and see the difference 

Doors from £450 
Composite Doors form £630 
Conservatories from £4500 



WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
QUOTE 


Specialists in Door, Window, 
Porch and 

Conservatory Installations 
Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 
Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON 
ALLUPVC PRODUCTS 

Quality products at quality prices 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Faulty door locks and window 
hinges replaced 


Hawthorn 

Windows 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3XB 

Tel: 0121 559 6320 


www.hawthorn-windows.co.uk 


IImnia 


Police issue warning 
on ‘hugger muggers' 



A CCTV image of the incident which saw a woman’s jewellery being stolen 


SHOWERING their victim 
with praise as they thank her 
for directions, this is the mo¬ 
ment thieves steal a woman’s 
jewellery in a sneak theft by 
the side of a road in West 
Bromwich. 

These ‘hugger muggers’ are 
caught on camera tricking their 
victim in a broad daylight road¬ 
side ruse - before stealing jewel¬ 
lery from her. 

Police have now issued a warning 
over the ‘cunning’ tricksters. 

The victim, with her back to the 
camera, is stopped in Portobello Road 
when two women get out of a blue 
Ford Focus and begin to ask her for di¬ 
rections to Queen Elizabeth hospital. 

The car drives away and the pair en¬ 
thusiastically thank her for her help, 
before putting necklaces and bracelets 
around her neck and wrists and hug¬ 
ging her. But shockingly, as they do 
so, they unclasp her own necklace and 
bracelet without her knowledge. 

Overfriendly 

Two men inside the car then return 
to the scene and collect the women, 
heading off towards Tame Street, 
while another man comes to the vic¬ 
tim’s aid. 

The incident happened around 
3.15pm on Tuesday March 8, but is 
a similar report of a theft this week, 
which saw a 78-year-old woman 
mugged in Bearwood on Wednesday 
morning. 

Police Constable Hannah Meredith, 
from Sandwell Police, said: “These 
people are very cunning in the way 
they operate and we would urge peo¬ 
ple to be wary about anyone who is 
overfriendly in these type of circum¬ 
stances. They use sleight of hand and 
will check pockets without the victim 
knowing. 


“The car, although not uncommon, 
does have hubcaps missing which 
makes it slightly distinctive and un¬ 
fortunately does not have a registered 
keeper, so I would ask anyone with 
information on the car to contact us. 
The registration number displayed 
was W595 NUY.” 

On Wednesday in Bearwood a 
grandmother was walking down Wig- 
orn Road around 11am to a conveni¬ 
ence store when she was approached 
in exactly the same fashion, a car 
pulling alongside her with two women 
getting out and asking for directions 
to the nearest hospital, whilst thank¬ 
ing her and placing beads on her neck. 


Granddaughter Viki Barnett, aged 25, 
said: “Something like this has never 
happened to my grandmother before, 
and to say the least it has shaken her 
up terribly. 

“She broke down in tears, it’s a ter¬ 
rible thing to happen to such a lovely 
lady. Stealing her necklace hurt more 
than anything as it was a present from 
my grandfather, who’s sadly not with 
us but would have been celebrating 
his 90th birthday this week, so it has 
priceless sentimental value.” 

PC Meredith can be contacted on 
101 or alternatively information can 
be given anonymously to Crimestop- 
pers on 0800 555 111. 



L/hbf f WE are NBF manufacturers, stockists %/hbf f i 

everything right front advice TO PRICE ESS H HP Large free 


Dreamland Superstore jAySBL rear of store 

23 Mill Street, Brierley Hill. 01384 74166 flr /WVTpl Little Cottage 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm. Sat 9am-5.30pm Sun 11am-4.30pm fl [ Street 

Supporters of Mary Stevens Hospice DY5 1RG 


'Po.siqncL Qlindi 

J Venkot Bknd Specialist 


www.designa-blinds.com Tel:0121 572 2281 

Fabrics only Service available 07837 746808 


Conservatories from £300 | Average Semi from £350 


Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 


Visit our 

Factory Showroom: 
10 Wassell Road, 
Hasbury, 

Halesowen B63 4LF 



Diamond 

Home Care 

Quality Care, In Your OWN Home 

Our service is based on individual needs and circumstances, 
however, some general services we offer include: 

We cover: HALESOWEN, CRADLEY HEATH, STOURBRIDGE, 
BRIERLEY HILL AND SURROUNDING AREAS 
From 15min Monitor Visits To 24hr CARE 
and everything inbetween! 

OFFERING PEACE OF MIND KNOWING 
WE ARE THERE TO HELP 
Care Quality Commission Registered 


• Personal Care 

• Preparation of meals/snacks 

• Domestic Support 

• Shopping 

• Medication Assistance 

• Community Support 

• Sitting Service - Day or Night 



W0 



For More Info Call Our Friendly Team On: 

0121 667 1499 I We have experienced office perso nel who are on the 

I telephone 24/7 to help deal with any situation/query 

Web: www.diamondhomecare.co.uk # ^ 
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All products are fabricated in-house utilising the firm’s own specialist manufacturing plant in Halesowen The company supplies quality installations of windows, doors, conservatories, porches and orangeries 


First choice for windows and doors 


Rydale Windows Manufacturing 
Ltd is a major supplier of quali¬ 
ty uPVC installations of windows, 
doors, conservatories, porches, or¬ 
angeries, fascia and soffit boards 
throughout the West Midlands. 

All products are fabricated in-house 
utilising the firm’s own specialist manu¬ 
facturing plant based in Halesowen near 
Birmingham in the West Midlands. 

The approach ensures a consistently high 
level of quality control and also allows our cus¬ 
tomers to achieve considerable savings by buy¬ 
ing direct. 

At Rydale, the focus has always been on of¬ 


fering high quality products backed by market 
leading customer service - no other local com¬ 
pany has the experience of the well established 
team. 

In fact, the team is so confident in the quality 
of their products that they offer peace of mind 
when it comes to security for customers. 

The team’s philosophy about buying new 
windows and doors, planning a conservato¬ 
ry or any other work on your property is a big 
commitment. 

So the team believes it is important to spend 
time looking at the various options and dis¬ 
cussing them with our experienced sales con¬ 
sultants. 

Deposits or stage payments are not proce¬ 
dure, customers only pay when the installation 


The team is so confident 
in the quality of their prod¬ 
ucts that they offer peace 
of mind when it comes to 
security for customers 


is fully complete. Every product comes with 
an insurance backed, fully comprehensive 10 
guarantee and the company is Certass regis¬ 
tered and ‘Fair Trades’ and ‘No Rogue Traders 
Here’ approved. 

In addition the company is fully compliant 
with Document L building regulations. 


Rydale Windows Manufacturing Ltd offers 
the following: 

• Free quotations 

• Quality products 

• Manufactured in own factories 

• No deposits 

• No payment until installations completed 

• Our own experienced fitters 

• Real quotations not artificial offers 

• 10 year insurance backed guarantee 

• Full after sales service 

All installations are fully supervised from ini¬ 
tial design through to final installation by expert 
Rydale operatives. 

All the 50 plus staff are highly qualified and 
employed by the company to make sure your 
experience with the company is stress free. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd 

Address: 

33 Long Lane Halesowen B62 9LS 

Telephone: 

0121 559 4211 

Website: 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 

Email: 

reception@rydalewindows.co.uk 



Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


MASSIVE MISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
^ made to the most rigorous quality 

n. n. standards you will find in the 

2 JJJ) bHp m I* No other company in the 

I W~ ■ 'I ' area h as more experience and 

know how than Rydale, and 
11 II QjH that’s why we have been in 

m I business for 
I I more than A 

I Hi K 31 years. Supplied & 

* Fitted...across 

* i, (, /\ , ( , . the Midlands 


YEAR 


Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year round 


Igcoi 

guarani 


Open Good Friday - 9am - 4pm 
Saturday - 9am - 4pm I Easter Sunday - Closed 
Bank Holiday Monday - 10am - 4pm 


— No deposits or 
stage payments, you 
only pay when the- M 
installation has 
been completed 


Tuesday - Normal Opening Hours 


icurity 


iously 


Make the RIGHT decision this FREEPHONE 
Spring and give r Rydale ajriiig...^ w ^y V , I «ydaleV 
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KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SPRING 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 34 years year-on-year trading installing quality 
windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we 

can offer all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 




For more information call us now on 




or visit our website at 


□ itiHd 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Easter Opening Hours: Monday - Thursday 10am - 6pm, Good Friday 10am - 5pm, Saturday 10am - 4pm, 
Easter Sunday Closed, Bank Holiday Monday 10am - 4pm, Tuesday 29th 10am - 4pm 


storm 


it 

I Home Pro I 












Tuck into one of their delicious pizzas or pasta 


COMPETITION 


Get pizza the 
action at this 
refurb eaterie 



So many different ones to choose from 


PizzaExpress is celebrating the 
launch of its exciting new-look res¬ 
taurant in Stourbridge by offering 10 
fabulous prizes of a meal for two to 
the value of £40. 

Located in a distinctive listed build¬ 
ing in the heart of Stourbridge, the res¬ 
taurant has been totally transformed 
and includes new artwork reflecting 
the building’s former use as an upmar¬ 
ket tea room. 

Each PizzaExpress restaurant is 
individually designed - often using 
well-known places, people or histori¬ 
cal events from the area as the basis. 
During the 1960s, the Stourbridge 
building was known as Cranage’s Tea 
Rooms and Royal Turf Lounge Bar. 

Drawing inspiration from this, the 
artwork shows cakes, bread and other 
items sold at there. Today, though, 


it is tasty pizzas as well as delightful 
desserts on the menu. 

Manager, Louise Kitson, said, “We 
love our restaurant’s new look and 
have a friendly and enthusiastic team 
who are looking forward to welcoming 
eveiyone over a delicious pizza.” 

PizzaExpress has been dishing up 
fresh, handmade pizza to Stourbridge 
since 1999. This spring sees the 
launch of new specials including, for 
the first time in PizzaExpress’ 51-year 
history, a Hawaiian pizza, as well as 
the first-ever gluten-free dough balls 
and a refreshed Leggera Superfood 
Salad which comes in under 500 
calories. 

For younger pizza-lovers, Pizza¬ 
Express’ Piccolo menu is full of tasty 
choices including ‘Create Your Own’ 
pizza, and starts at just £3.95. 



HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning 
simply answer this question. 

What is the address of 
this PizzaExpress? 

Send answer on postcard with 
name, address and contact number 
to PizzaExpress Competition, Chron¬ 
icles (Editorial) 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. Closing 
date: March 31. Gift cards only valid 
at Stourbridge restaurant. 


THE i *. * 1 p 

'MASSIVE 
CLEARANCE SALE 

Brintons Axminster.£16.95 sq. yd. 

Sensations heathers.£12.95 sq. yd. 

Wiltons Heavy Domestic.£9.95 sq. yd. 

Majestic Saxony Stainfree.£9.95 sq. yd. 

hVpollo +.£6.95 sq. yd 

[Vinyls ..£7.95 sq. yd. 

[C arelFree Felt Back.£3.95 sq. yd. 

Plus many more great offers Instore 

FACTORY CLEARANCE OF OVER 200 PART ROLLS WITH SAVINGS OF UP TO 75% 

STD are the largest stockists of carpets in the Midlands 
rp ■ with the best selection, the best fitters, and are NEVER 
| f i undercut on price 

■ " 4 1)0/ All end rolls with ■ 

^AMnAtfl 1 f U/O Off this voucher 

■ ■ I Mr /H IrMM (*First week of sale only) I 

| Kingswinford ~ju ' ”” ^ ^ 

■Carpets 

/a> /Cradley 
§ Heath 

\ Atourbridge 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill 

OI 384 76448 



Hagley 



// 


A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 



"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 


Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


Guaranteed unbeatable on price 

See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


AVAILABLE NOW! 
OVER lOO 

LADIES AND GENTS 

Leather and 
Sheepskin 



Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 



Conce pts 


tlT 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics 
now available 


rEAR GUARA 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory 
Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for 
Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

08005875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


JACKETS IIM THE SHOP. 


Part ex your old leather coat for 
a discount on a brand new 

leather » 
sheepskin 

jacket. Bring your leather coat 
into our store to negotiate the 
best price to suit your budget 


- :: 4 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 




Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


PoToJdI 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock -Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 




repair and alteration centre 
Zip Replacements Shorten 

Repair Rips and Tears 
Replace Ruttons Tapering 

Respoke Orders Re-lining 


™ g k Mon-Sat 
COUNTRY 10am-5.30pm; 

SINCE 1978 Sun 11 am-3pm 
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CARPETS O 
FURNITURE qq 


MASSIVE 



° Beds from £59 


Carpets from £h99/yd2 
Vinyl Flooring from £3.49/yd2 
Laminate Flooring from £3.99/mtr 
Artificial Grass from £5.99/mtr 



WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 1 

Free measurements • Free delivery 
• Free fitting - on selected carpets 

t. 01384 671 315 

mon - sat : 9:00am - 6:00pm 

SUN : 10:00am - 4:00pm 

i imw.victoriacarpetsandfurniture.co.uk 

90-91 High Street 
| Q Cradley Heath 

West Midlands B64 5HE 



BUY DIRECT AT 

FACTORY PRICES 
AND GET AMAZING 
SAVINGS!!! 


BIGGEST 


Midlands Manufacture 

Over 50,000 sq ft factory 


UP TO 60% OFF A RATED FRAMES & GLASS 


3 Windows Was £900 Now £670 

4 Windows Was £4^80 Now £880 

5 Windows Was £+30CfNow £1090 

6 Windows Was £l£5€TNow £1370 

Maximum Size 4ft x 4ft T&Cs apply 



0121 552 9777 
0800 0075 312 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk 

hispec-sales@outlook.com 


Come along and see how the 
windows are made and see 
all our products in showroom. 

I 


‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit 
cards accepted ‘Pictures for illustration only 


S“E3 Whale of a time with 
“““■talk on film director 


WEST Midlands Federation 
of Townswomen’s Guild will 
be hosting several events for 
all guild members through¬ 
out the coming year. The 
first event will be an after¬ 
noon tea to celebrate the 
90th birthday of Her Majes¬ 
ty Queen Elizabeth II. This 
will be held in Wollaston 
Village Hall on Thursday, 
May 19. 

The annual inter guild 
general knowledge quiz will 
be held on Monday, June 
6 at Stourbridge Football 
Club, Amblecote. 

Guilds are requested to 
select teams of four mem¬ 
bers to take part and may 
enter more than one team. 

All members of the Feder¬ 
ation Committee will be at¬ 
tending the National AGM 
being held in Bournemouth 
on Tuesday, June 28. There 
is a “Music Night” to be 
held on the previous evening 
which the committee will be 
attending. 

The annual lunch will 
be held at the Vesuvio res¬ 
taurant, Victoria Passage, 
Stourbridge on Monday July 
25. All members are invited 
to attend. 

Further details of events 
for the second half of 2016 
will be announced later. 



The Bride of Frankenstein, directed by James Whale 


Film director Whale 


URSULA Mclnnes welcomed everyone to 
the February meeting. The speakers for 
the evening were from The Well, Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Food Bank, which is situated in 
a small unit on the Stafford Road but was 
previously at The Boot Factory, All Saints. 

It is run by volunteers and fundraising 
depends on donations. Families in need are 
referred by social workers and depending on 
the size of the family, they are given a food 
pack to last for three days. Children are able 
to have a breakfast at school using cereals 
supplied by Kellogg’s. Guild members do¬ 
nated a load of tins and cereals. 

The Gardening Group went to Himley 
Park for a walk and to see the snowdrops. 

Craig Denston was the speaker for So¬ 
cial Studies evening and his subject was 
From Kates Hill to California - The story of 
James Whale, father of Frankenstein. 


Penn Townswomen’s Guild 


finished school in 1910, he enrolled at Dud¬ 
ley School of Arts & Crafts studying pho¬ 
tography as an evening student. His day 
job was at Beans Industries making copper 
fenders. By July 1916 he had enlisted and 
became a Commissioned Officer losing his 
Black Country accent in the process. 

In September 1917 he was taken prisoner 
but then after the war he started acting in 
small parts at the Old Rep.moving to Uni¬ 
versal Pictures in Hollywood and directing 
films on Frankenstein. It was most inter¬ 
esting talk about someone who ‘made good’ 
from the Black Country. 

Meetings are held at Penn United Com¬ 


munity Hall, Penn Road at 7.15pm. New 
James was born in Dudley and when he members and visitors are welcome. 

Speaker leaves members in a flutter 


AT the first meeting of the year on 
February 26, the chairman welcomed 
a healthy turnout of members and 
guests for a talk by Patrick Clem¬ 
ent from Halesowen entitled Garden 
Moths & Butterflies. 

Patrick displayed an impressive and 
spectacular range of photographs. He 
explained there were around 20 spe- 


Clent Gardening Club 


cies of butterflies and 600 species of 
moths to be found in the UK. 

The chairman thanked Patrick for 
an entertaining and informative talk. 
He reminded members of the next 
meeting on April 1. Adam Greathead 


will give a talk on “Duck Ponds - A 
Garden Divided”. 

Meetings are held at Clent Village 
Hall. Visit https://clentgardeningclub. 
wordpress.com or call chairman Mar¬ 
tin Grange on 01562 883009. 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wi 

o „ i 7 £ 85.00 (no VAT to pi 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to ^ 

A home visit at a convenient tii 

For information and appointme\ 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiapshij^Trusts 

Members of the 

Goodwills 1 ,xd 




PLUMBMASTER 


> Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

> Taps • Towel rails 

> Showers 

> Kitchen Units 

> Fascias & guttering 

> Bathroom Suites 


A 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM: Rood End Rd. Oldbury B68 8SF 



Safely access your loft! 


for ONLY 

£399 

Fully Fitted 

This price is for a standard 
height ceiling with an 8ft 
drop, width 22-30” 

♦ We provide a convenient 
and safe way to access 
your loft. 

♦ Each ladder has a 10 
year parts guarantee 
and can be installed in 
approx. 2-3 hours. 

♦ We offer a loft boarding 
service if required at an 
additional cost. 

The Local Distributor & Installer for 
For more information visit: www.stira.co.uk 


PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE 

T: 01952 282152 or 07817 431505 



©as sm°] 


»,at L et^EectitiijEatjel 


6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am -1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

I MARCH SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£1599.00 fitted 

c’s apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 
■ Free Design service FANTASTIC SPECIAL BEDF0RD 

■ 10 yr Insurance back 



■ High security locks 

■ Energy saving 
windows & doors 

■ All built and installed 
by our own fitters 

■ 0AP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 



ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 
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CLEARANCE NOW IN ITS FINAL WEEK 

THIS BANK HOLIDAY 


COUSINS FURNITURE, CARPETS, BEDS & HOMEWARES 

MULTI EMILLION 

CLEARANCE 

If you’re seriously thinking of buying any item of furniture, then 
don’t miss your opportunity this Bank Holiday, doors close Monday 6pm! 

I- 


1 


LIVING ROOM 


G PLAN 

Linear 3 sea ter sofa and chair 


FAMA 

Milan giant cuddler swivel sofa 


ALSTONS 

Charterhouse 4 seater sofa, chair and storage stool 


DURESTA 

Holmes 2 seater sofa and chair 


£988 


£627 


£1149 


£2265 


STRESSLESS 

Stressless leather sofas and chairs - 
ex display stock 


BEDROOM 


BENTLEY 

York 2 door wardrobe 


Save 50% 


£558 


NOLTE 

Bedrooms - Ex display to clear 


Save 60% 


WIMEX 

Holland white gloss 1.5m wardrobe 


£272 


SLUMBERLAND 

Gold seal king size mattress 




HIGHGATE Memory ortho comfort double 
2 drawer sets with headboards 
BAWibdl.lR ■WSEHEBM 


TEMPUR 

Traditional pillows 


£496 


£295 


£75 


ALL STOCK MUST GO 
THIS BANK HOLIDAY! 

Stock is arriving daily, with many one off bargains 
that won’t be repeated as well as leading brand 
names, for immediate delivery. 

There’s also massive discounts on all made 
to order items, so you can choose exactly what 
suits your home. 

ALL EXISTING STOCK MUST BE CLEARED - 
SOME AT COST OR EVEN LESS!! 

This event offers a great opportunity to save 
up to 70% on an unrivalled selection of furniture, 
carpets, beds and homewares. 

Hurry, stock moving fast this Bank Holiday - 
Doors close Monday 6pm. 

THERE WILL ALSO BE BIG DISCOUNTS OFF 
ALL SPECIAL MADE TO ORDER ITEMS. 


DINING ROOM 

BAKER 

Flagstone bookcase 

£328 

MANGO 

Solid wood coffee table with drawers 

£149 

CALLIGARIS 

Escort contemporary glass dining table and 4 chairs 

£868 

RECLAIMED WOOD Solid wood dining table 
and 6 high back buttoned chairs 

Mslidl.m IVfiEUWlW 

£978 

SIERRA 

Reclaimed console table with 4 drawers 

£278 

FLOORING 


JAVI Celisity rugs (120x170cm) - available it 
various colours - Bulk stock to clear 

lAWJyJiliB ■yeeuww 


BROCKWAY Heavy duty jubilee stripe carpet 
(80% wool, 10% nylon, 10% polyester) 


£29.95m 2 


KARNDEAN 

Designflooring 


HOMEWARES 


beyond expectation 



ousins 


a true family business 



CASUAL SEATING 
Hand knitted small pouffes 

■wsehw 


DENBY 

Intro 16 piece dinner sets (assorted colours) 


L0VELANE 

New York dark street scene pictures 


We will not be 
beaten on price 


£39 


£40 


£12 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, Tyseley. B11 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, Salford. M5 4EA. T: 0161 875 4070 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / LATE NIGHTS TUESDAY & THURSDAY UNTIL 8PM / BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 10AM - 6PM (CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY) 

Offer not available on web specials or in-store concessions. Certain items shown are one only and subject to availability. 
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The Farley Clock Tower at Carters Green, West Bromwich, in 1952. It was put up in 1897 


Reuben Farley in his civic robes and with his chain of office 


Farley’s Fountain after it was returned to West Bromwich High Street in April 1979 


Reuben Farley - who put people 
first and the welfare of his town 


IF Bradford had Titus Salt, Man¬ 
chester had its John Bright, 
and Birmingham had its Joseph 
Chamberlain, then West Brom¬ 
wich was fortunate to have Reu¬ 
ben Farley. 

Many leading Black Country man¬ 
ufacturers and businessmen threw 
themselves into municipal activities 
and they included notable names like 
Joseph William Sankey of Bilston, the 
Hingleys of Netherton and Dudley, the 
Chances of Smethwick, the Manders 
of Wolverhampton, and the Owens of 
Darlaston - but without doubt Far¬ 
ley was one of the most outstanding 
amongst such men. 

An Anglican, he was as committed to so¬ 
cial action as was any Methodist, Unitarian 
or Congregationalism He bestrode the civic 
life of West Bromwich as if he were the Co¬ 
lossus bestriding the harbour of Rhodes. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Professor Carl Chinn 


Farley was typical of that small but cru¬ 
cial band of successful manufacturers that 
believed intensely in owing a duty to the 
locality from which their money was made. 

Born in Great Bridge, Farley’s father died 
when he was five but by hard work and flair 
he became a success in business. He then 
devoted himself to the well-being of the peo¬ 
ple of West Bromwich. The Improvement 
Commission was the body that mostly ran 
the town before it became incorporated as a 
borough in 1882 - when Reuben Farley was 
chosen as the first mayor. 

Under his leadership, West Bromwich 
had obtained its own gas works, gained 
Dartmouth Park, built its Town Hall and 
other civic structures, and had adopted 
the Public Libraries Act on November 30, 
1870. It was one of the first 50 places in the 
country to do so and was only the fifth in 
Staffordshire. 


That was not the extent of Farley’s re¬ 
markable commitment to the welfare of the 
people of West Bromwich. 

He bestowed the Oak House Museum to 
the municipality and was a county magis¬ 
trate, the long-serving president of the West 
Bromwich Building Society, and a member 
of both the Board of Guardians and the first 
School Board locally. 

Unsurprisingly Farley was honoured as 
the first freeman of West Bromwich, for 
he had ‘by his own ability, energy, and 
conscientious discharge of duty, together 
with his unvarying courtesy of demeanour, 
acquitted himself to the approbation of his 
fellow townsmen of all classes, without dis¬ 
tinction of creed or party’. 

Reuben Farley died in March 1899 aged 
73. Outside the region he was described as 
one of the leading figures in Black Country 
industrial life and a well-known public man 
in the Midlands who had held numerous 
important offices and had made valuable 
gifts to the town. 

For all his achievements, Farley had 


begun to slip away into the mists of the 
past, but a new book called ‘Reuben Far¬ 
ley. The Man of West Bromwich’ by Pauline 
Lawley and Anne Wilkins may put him back 
in the spotlight 

Pauline is the secretary of the West Bro¬ 
mwich Local History Society and a member 
of the Friends of Dartmouth Park, whilst 
Anne has served on the committees of vari¬ 
ous Friends groups. 

The book is an innovative and imagina¬ 
tive work that brings together original re¬ 
search, with the evocative poetry of Lynne 
Pearce, the academic writing of Robert 
Trainor, the instructive words of Farley 
himself, the work of older historians such 
as William Ellery Jephcott, and the family 
history of the Farleys. It is published by 
Brewin Books and is available at £10 plus 
£2 postage and packing by contacting Paul¬ 
ine on 0121 588 4127 or at paulinelawley@ 
talktalk.net. It is on sale at the West Brom¬ 
wich Local History Society meetings which 
take place on the first Friday evening of 
each month at All Saints Church. 



The illuminated address presented to Reuben Farley 


ALL 


TWO FOR ONE ON 

from as little as £29.99! 



99 


complete 



99 


complete 



.99 


complete 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 



.99 


complete 






99 


complete 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 



.99 


complete 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 



".99 


complete 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 


Buy 1 Get 1 FREE! 



36 Douglas Road Unit C, Madford Retail Park 10 Hawes Close 
ROWLEY REGIS STAFFORD Broadway, WALSALL 

Tel 0121 561 4940 Tel 01785 212001 Tel 01922 635301 


5 Hollies Court 
Hollies Park Road 
CANNOCK 
Tel 01543 573944 


253 Walsall Road 
PERRY BARR 
Tel 0121 356 7700 


12 Wulfrun Trading Est 
Stafford Road 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Tel 01902 717744 


# Varifocal Specialist 

# NHS Vouchers Wei 

# Free Parking 

*Free pair includes 




WHERE SPECS COST LESS! 

















































Long-time sponsors visit 
India to meet teenager 


A COUPLE from Stourbridge have 
recently returned from India where 
they visited a 17-year-old boy they 
have sponsored for more than seven 
years through a child development 
charity. 

Peter and Jane Baxter, aged 63 
and 59, established a friendship with 
teenager Samya through letters. 

He lives with his parents in a com¬ 
munity in East India, where houses 
are typically constructed with dirt 
floors, mud walls and wooden roofs. 

Most adults in Samya’s commu¬ 
nity are unemployed but some work 
as day labourers and earn the equiv¬ 
alent of £7 a month. 

The couple also sponsor 14-year- 
old Ingabire from Rwanda, who 
they have also supported over seven 
years. 

Jane said: “It was a long-awaited 
experience to meet Samya. We are 


always thrilled to receive his letters. 
It was such a joy to meet his friends 
and family, and see his smiling face. 

“It was extremely emotional to ac¬ 
tually see him face to face. He has 
grown into a handsome young man, 
and told me he considers me and 
Peter as extended family, almost like 
godparents. 

“We are confident and pleased to 
know he is part of a very loving ex¬ 
tended family, and through the pro¬ 
ject he will continue to grow and be 
a role model for younger children.” 

The couple have sponsored Samya 
through child development charity 
Compassion UK, who work with 
over 1.7 million children around the 
world. 

Peter and Jane’s sponsorship of 
£25 a month, enable Samya to re¬ 
ceive nutritious meals, medical care 
and an education. 



Councillors run up 
£5m allowances bill 

COUNCILLORS in the Black Country and Staffordshire 
received nearly £5 million in allowances and expenses 
during the last financial year. 

Black Country councils each paid out sums nearing 
£lm during 2014/15. 

In Dudley councillors picked up a total of £842,446 in 
allowances and expenses. In Wolverhampton the figure 
was £928,231 and in Sandwell £929,176. Councillors in 
Walsall received £847,812. 

The Taxpayers’ Alliance called the findings ‘shocking’ 
and called on councillors to ‘show restraint’. 

Dudley Council’s leader Pete Lowe said: “Our allow¬ 
ances are lower than most of our Black Country neigh¬ 
bours and we work hard to ensure we provide value for 
money for the people of the borough.” Sandwell Council 
leader Darren Cooper, said: “We have made a conscious 
decision not to increase members’ allowances during the 
six years I have been leader of the council.” 

Meanwhile, Staffordshire County Council paid out 
£931,221. Stafford Borough Council’s figure was much 
lower, with its members receiving £317,871. 


Dismissed 
thief kept 
collecting 
charity tins 


A SHAMELESS drug addict repeatedly stole 
from a charity by continuing to pick up col¬ 
lection boxes after he was sacked due to 
theft, a court heard. 

Shafakat Hussain also terrified a 17-year-old girl 
during a burglary. 

Hussain was sacked by Sweet4Smiles amid fears he was 
taking cash intended for the charity, Wolverhampton 


Crown Court was told. But 
the 41-year-old continued to 
pick up its collection boxes 
and pocketed the cash. 

Mr David Bennett, pros¬ 
ecuting, said police found 
CCTV footage that showed 
him stealing some of the 
boxes from the Robin 2 club 
in Bilston and the Edgbas- 
ton offices of Severn Trent 
Water on September 30 and 
July 7, respectively. 

Then at lunchtime on 
October 12 a teenaged girl 
heard an intruder at her 
family’s home in Char- 
lemont Avenue, West Brom¬ 
wich, where she was alone. 

Hid 

Mr Bennett continued: 
“She phoned her mother 
and then heard footsteps 
slowly coming upstairs 
and hid in a cupboard. Not 
long afterwards the burglar 
opened the cupboard door 
and the pair came face to 
face.” 

Hussain, who had con¬ 
victions for 17 previous 
offences, turned and fled 
with a £250 camera. The 
teenager told police: “I was 
scared witless and never 
want to be as afraid as that 
again.” 

Less than two hours later 
the camera was sold at a 


By John Scott 


Cash Converters store in 
West Bromwich by the de¬ 
fendant’s partner, Claire 
Kierczek, aged 31, from 
Buffery Road, Netherton. 
She was arrested the fol¬ 
lowing day at the Sandfield 
Road, Stone Cross, address 
where the pair were then 
living. 

Police found Hussain hid¬ 
ing in the attic when they 
returned 24 hours later. 

Mr Jason Patel, defend¬ 
ing, said the couple had 
been together for 14 years 
but lost their home after 
falling into debt when Hus¬ 
sain became hooked on co¬ 
caine and heroin. 

They were staying with 
friends when the offences 
were committed but are 
now each living with their 
respective parents, the court 
was told. 

Hussain, of Richmond 
Road, Dudley, admitted 
theft and burglary. He was 
jailed for 22 months by 
Judge James Burbidge QC. 
Kierczek pleaded guilty to 
disposing of criminal prop¬ 
erty, receiving a two-month 
prison sentence suspended 
for 18 months and two- 
month curfew. 


Teenagers among 80 
revenge porn victims 

A TOTAL of 80 people have reported themselves victims 
of ‘revenge porn’ to West Midlands Police, including 13 
teenagers. 

A new law was introduced in England and Wales over 
sharing sexually explicit images without the subject’s con¬ 
sent in April last year. 

Of 80 reported cases since the new law was introduced in 
April last year, 70 of the victims were women. 

More than half the total number of complaints involved 
victims in their 20s, with 13 teenagers also targeted. The 
oldest victim was in their 60s. 

The figures, released following a Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion request, also revealed only 15 suspects were charged 
following the 80 complaints. Six others received a caution. 

Sarah Green, acting director at the End Violence Against 
Women Coalition, said the introduction of the law had been 
an important step forward. 



Modern large brown faux leather sofa. 

WAS £999 SALEJ499' 


Painted & oak finish table & 4 chairs. 

WAS £929 SALE £749" 


Natural oak effect triple door robe. 

WAS £399 SALE £269- 


Silentnight Miracoil luxury storage divan set. 

WAS £649 SALE £399- 


£349 


SAVE 

£650 


,£499 


SAVE 

£430 


£199 £200 *£349 


SAVE 

£300 




Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


LLIAM&SONS 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


EASTER OPENING TIMES: 

Good Friday 10-6pm 
Easter Saturday 10-6pm 
EASTER SUNDAY CLOSED 
Easter Monday 10-6pm 


We’ll not be beaten on Price! That’s our ‘Price Promise’ to you! 

Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 

Ylttum Baker •band; «***<*Mvlkv rauch | | t&Cum ® Its WAPE 

0% APR 0<>/ ° APR Representative 'Deferred interest free credit offer available on orders over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. 
representative Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&0E. 
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.Where 
there's a Ol 


there's a Oil 1 

wilko 

there s a w a\) 
Shop 24/7 @ wilko.com 


*Offer live from 24/03/16 until 04/04/16, offer not valid in conjunction with any other offer. **Offer live from 25/03/16 until 28/03/16. 
All products are subject to availability. Please check with your store in advance to avoid disappointment. Also online at wilko.com. 
0310578 Wilko 4-Tier Mini Greenhouse Large. 0311422 Wilko Black Plastic Plant Pots 8cm lOpk. 0301376 Gro-Sure Seed & Cutting 
Compost 20ltr (15p per lltr). 


Get growing this 
Easter with wilko 



Services Provided 
Nail Cutting 
Painful Corns 
Chill Blains 
Fungal Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care 


Callus Reduction 
Cracked Fleels 
Ingrowing Toe Nails 
Verrucae 

Plantar Fasciitis (Heel Pain) 


r N \ 

We often neglect our feet 
due to medical problems 
or the strains of everyday life. 

Feet First provides a friendly 
one-to-one, private foot care 
service in the 

comfort of your own home. 



Take your first steps to pain free feet 
Contact Tracey dip cfhp 07840 994080 
Email: fhptracey@gmail.com 
Fully Accredited 


Runners are resolute in 
support for stroke cause 


MORE than 400 people ran, 
jogged and walked to raise 
vital funds for the Stroke 
Association at the charity’s 
Resolution Run held at Hag- 
ley Hall. 

On Sunday, March 13, a sea of 
purple fundraisers completed a 5k 
or 10k course. 

Katrin Winstanley, Events Man¬ 
ager at the Stroke Association, said: 
“With around 152,000 strokes a year 
in the UK - that’s around one every 
three and a half minutes - it is vital 
that we have people like our Resolu¬ 
tion Runners to raise funds and help 
us conquer stroke. 

“We’re extremely grateful to every¬ 
one who took part. It was a fantastic 
turn out and a great day for everyone 
involved. We’d also like to thank Lord 
Cobham, Clent Hills Rotary Club and 
Hagley Rotary Club, who helped to 
raise awareness and organise the run. 

“The money raised on the day will 
fund vital research and support, as 
well as help to prevent people from 
having a stroke.” 

A total of 18 runners from Black 
Country law firm Higgs & Son com¬ 
pleted the charity race putting them 
well on their way to their fundraising 
target. 

The intrepid team tackled a taxing 
course in the second annual Resolu¬ 
tion Run at Hagley Hall, raising much 
needed funds for The Stroke Associa¬ 
tion. 

Tim Jones, head of the firm’s corpo¬ 
rate social responsibility programme, 
said: “To date we have raised £1,238 
of the £1,500 target we set for this race 
alone - an incredible amount thanks 
to the efforts of all the runners. The 
Stroke Association is our nominated 
Charity of the Year and I am delighted 
that so many Higgs & Sons’ employees 
took part.” 



A sea of purple are the runners and walkers get warmed up at Hagley Hall 



The team from Higgs and Co raised over £1,200 for the Stroke Association 


OUR ANNIVERSARY 
EASTER SAVINGS 

The Biggest Furniture 
Showroom in Halesowen 

Quality Furniture at Affordable Prices 



<3? DINING 
<3? BEDS 
<3? SOFA 
<2? CARPETS 


jFURNITURE 

EMPORIUM 


<3? BEDROOM FURNITURE 
<5? ITALIAN FURNITURE 
<3? FLOORING 
<3? LIGHTING 

Stourbridge Road 
(Opposite The King Edward Pub), 
Halesowen 

S* Tel: 0121 448 4340 f 
www.thefurniture-emporium.com 


Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Sundays & Bank Holidays 11am-4pm 
































UKIP MEP supports 
mosque unity event 


POLITICIANS, police and religious 
leaders in the Black Country are 
joining forces to tackle the threat of 
radicalisation. 

Around 50 people from different 
faiths and backgrounds met at Bai- 
tul Atta Mosque, Wolverhampton, 
with UKIP West Midlands Euro 
MP Bill Etheridge, Wolverhampton 
South West Labour MP Rob Marris 
and representatives of West Mid¬ 
lands Police. 

The United Against Extremism 
event, organised by The Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Association Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, was held to launch a campaign 
to distribute half a million leaflets 
informing people of how best to deal 
with radicalisation and fundamen¬ 
talism. 

Safeguard 

Mr Etheridge said: “To safeguard 
our communities we need to work to¬ 
gether as a unit, irrespective of faith, 
political parties, colour or creed. 

“Terrorists have no faith, no reli¬ 
gion or sympathy. They will kill an¬ 
yone. This has to stop. 

“These are dangerous times, 
where people of peace and of decent 
values have to pull together. It is not 
useful or helpful to label people as 
‘the other’. 


“I’ve travelled across the Euro¬ 
pean continent regularly with my 
job and it’s like a war zone, there are 
soldiers everywhere you look. People 
are on edge, people are distrusting, 
people are worried. The world is 
changing. We have to unite in peace 
and harmony with each other, with 
the people who contribute to this 
country, civilised decent people. 

“UKIP are not against immigra¬ 
tion, we are about controlling the 
numbers.” 

Reverend John Bennett and Mr 
Marris also spoke at the event. 

The mosque is keen to make peo¬ 
ple aware that the fundamentalist 
views held by terrorists are in the 
minority, with most Muslims part 
of a moderate community of accept¬ 
ance and tolerance. 

Toby Ephram, outreach coordi¬ 
nator and president of pan-African 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Association Mid¬ 
lands, said: “These terrorists are not 
interested in what religion you are, 
what culture you are from, they are 
just interested in causing destruc¬ 
tion. It is time to unite. 

Muhammad Ashraf, regional pres¬ 
ident of Ahmadiyya Muslim Associ¬ 
ation in Wolverhampton, hoped the 
‘Islam’s response to extremism’ leaf¬ 
lets would help understanding. 



Joining forces against extremism - Toby Ephram, UKIP’s Bill Etheridge, Maqsood Saeed and Kashif Bhatti 


Drink-driving car 
valet is locked up 
over weapons find 

A COURT heard that a terrified neighbour called police 
after spotting a man with a gun in a Dudley street. 

The anonymous caller also gave details of a Ford Focus 
that was traced to 35-year-old Banaris Ali, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court was told. When police swooped on his 
bedsit in a multi-occupied address in Fir Street, Kates 
Hill, he was not at home but they found a stun gun dis¬ 
guised as a mobile phone and a small amount of canna¬ 
bis, said Mr Timothy Sapwell, prosecuting. 

The Ford Focus drove past the property at high speed 
but was caught by police. They discovered a gas operated 
BB gun that looked like a semi-automatic pistol. 

Car valet Ali - who also failed a drink-drive test - said 
he had been outside the address with the BB gun to 
‘move on’ strangers who had been sitting outside in a 
van. He said they had given him ‘bad feelings’. Mr Sap- 
well said: “He confessed that he would have threatened 
them with the weapon if they had not left.” 

Ali said he found the stun gun in the street and ini¬ 
tially thought it was a mobile phone. After discovering it 
was a Taser he decided to keep it for his own protection, 
being unaware this was illegal. 

Mr Richard Partridge, defending, said: “This is not 
a man of violence. He was just foolish. There had been 
a number of break-ins at the flats and perhaps this was 
the reason for the paranoia. He did not have a charger 
for the Taser.” 

Ali admitted possession of a disguised weapon and im¬ 
itation firearm, and drink-driving. He was jailed for two 
years and nine months. 


MP concern 
at too many 
zero hour 
contracts 


NEARLY 70,000 people are on ‘zero hours’ 
contracts across the West Midlands, new 
figures from the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) reveal. 

A total of 69,000 workers in the region were not 
guaranteed minimum hours in their job. The total 
represents 2.6 per cent of the region’s workforce. 

Across the country, 801,000 people were employed on 
the controversial contracts. 


The figures were as of 
December last year - an in¬ 
crease of 2.3 per cent on the 
same period in 2014. The 
national figure represents 
2.5 percent of the UK’s en¬ 
tire workforce, according to 
the study. 

Zero-hours contracts, or 
casual contracts, allow em¬ 
ployers to hire staff with no 
guarantee of work. 

They have proved highly 
controversial - with con¬ 
cerns they do not offer 
financial stability and secu¬ 
rity. 

Confidence 

Dudley North MP Ian 
Austin said: “Too many 
local people on zero-hours 
contracts have told me they 
don’t know how many hours 
they’ll get to work from one 
day to the next and some 
find job security is non-ex¬ 
istent. 

“These ‘no promises’ 
contracts are another sign 
that working people aren’t 
feeling a recovery and busi¬ 
nesses still don’t have the 
confidence to take people on 
permanently. 

The Labour MP contin¬ 
ued: “Much more action is 
needed to ban zero-hours 


By Rob Cox 

exploitation, with an end to 
zero-hours workers being 
forced to make themselves 
available even when there’s 
no work for them.” 

People on zero-hours con¬ 
tracts were more likely to be 
young, in part-time work, 
women, or in full-time edu¬ 
cation when compared with 
other people in employment. 

The figures also showed, 
on average, someone on a 
zero-hours contract usually 
worked 26 hours a week. 

Around one in three on a 
zero-hours contract wanted 
more hours. In comparison, 
10 per cent of other people 
in employment wanted more 
hours. 

Nick Palmer, a statisti¬ 
cian for the ONS, said: “This 
latest figure is rather higher 
than the 697,000 people who 
said they were on these con¬ 
tracts in late 2014. 

“Though at least some of 
this increase may be due to 
greater public recognition 
of the term ‘zero-hours con¬ 
tract’, there’s also nothing 
to suggest this form of em¬ 
ployment is in decline.” 


Dudley group expand 

THE Black Country arm of a US manufacturing group has 
swooped to buy a Staffordshire welding company. 

The price tag has not been revealed but it gives the UK 
arm of Manufacturing Technology a combined turnover 
in excess of £11 million and a workforce of 85. Based in 
Kingswinford, the group includes MTI Welding and British 
Federal. It’s latest acquisition is Prospot in Tamworth. 


nTiTTTl 


A 

HOLIDAY 

BONANZA 

SALE ENDS 

MONDAY 28TH MARCH 

(Closed Easter Sunday) 




3 seater Sofa with 
2 Recliner Actions 


SALE NOW ON 

SAVE UP 
TO 75% 


i SOFAS AND CHAIRS 
MADE TO ORDER - ANY SIZE 

• FREE HOME DEUVERY 
FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD RED 

© URGE SELECTION OF FABRIC 
AND LEATHER SUITES 


2 & 3 SEATERS TO CLEAR FROM AN AMAZING £295 

[Various Colours and Designs] 


Solid Oak Dining Table 
& Chairs to clear 

from £595 

(available in light and dark oak) 


•SUITES • UEDSU MMTUESSE S • SOFAS 

^^mreSuced to a fractionY6t.tlfeir]riormal once 





Special offers for\ 
f senior citizens ) 

V If you can’t come to us J 

Odd Bases & 
Mattresses 

To Clear 

■ 

[IJ 

1 

1 ir 



LUXURY 

4 DRAWER DIVAN 


Dreamworld 

furniture 

8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 

Tel: 01384 295660 


• ♦« 

BRTfiHMAEI 
FOR QUALITY 


SSSS NOW £295 

LARGE FREE CAR PARK 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm | Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm 


Made to 
Measure 

Reclinersand Riser 
Recliners Available 


* n ' 

Your inair, designed to fit you 


11000 fabrics, 100 leathers to choose from 
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PROPERTY 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



OLDBURY, Titford Road £895 pcm+Fees 

A very well presented, spacious semi detached period property 
perfect for a large family refurbished to a high standard. Briefly 
comprising 2 reception rooms, good size kitchen, utility, 
downstairs w.c & shower room, 5 good size bedrooms, study 
area / dressing area, first floor shower & family bathroom, 
oarage ajc^f^a^jaddnc^oi^ar^PC^ 


QUARRY BANK, Thorns Road£895 pcm+Fees 

A superb extended traditional detached home close to Merry 
Hill and local train stations. Featuring a large lounge, separate 
dining room, country style kitchen with range cooker, 3 
double bedrooms, walk in shower room, extensive rear 
garden with ample parking and driveway to the front. EPC: 


ROWLEY REGIS, St Giles Close£750 pcm+Fees 
A modern unfurnished detached house situated in a quiet 
cul-de-sac close to Rowley Academy comprising of: Through 
lounge/dining room, modern fitted kitchen, bathroom with 
jacuzzi bath, 3 bedrooms, gas central heating, double glazing, 
garag^jJ^Jjivgwa^ajkin^gayardei^PC^^ 



WITHYMOOR, Aldeford Drive£725 pcm+Fees 

Well presented semi detached house situated on this popular estate. 
Occupying a quiet cul de sac location. Featuring an attractive lounge with 
breakfast kitchen to the rear. To the 1 st floor there are 3 bedrooms and a 
family bathroom, whilst to the outside there are gardens to front and rear. 
In addition, there is a garage and drive, and the property benefits from 
ashr^entranieatin^nyoublylazin^oU^^Tiissed^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Haden Hill Road£695 pcm+Fees 

Recently refurbished to a very high standard this 3 bedroom 
detached house close to Halesowen Town Centre features a 
lovely reception room, modern fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 
dining room with patio doors leading to a private rear garden. 
Upstairs there are 2 double bedrooms & 1 single, modern fitted 
family bathmon^wti^howei^rivewa^oi^^ar^PC^^^ 


DUDLEY, Ivanhoe Street £650 pcm+Fees 

Hicks Hadley are delighted to market this well presented terraced 3 bedroom 
property. Featuring on the lower level, a modern kitchen/diner and reception 
room, ground level has 2 reception rooms and main entrance hall, 2 
bedrooms and family bathroom on the 1st floor and master bedroom (loft 
conversion) on the top floor. The property also benefits from rear garden and 
parking toJierea^Tisjroger^mustbevjeweiUofulj^aggrecjat^P&E 



HALESOWEN, Nimmings Road£650 pcm+Fees 

Large end terraced property close to Blackheath Town Centre 
& Rowley Regis Train Station. This property features lounge, 
new fitted kitchen/dining area, 3 bedrooms, ensuite shower 
room, house bathroom with shower, central heating, double 
glazing, front & rear gardens with garage to rear of property 
and drivewa^arkinc^onjjn^^ai^^PC^^^^ 



ROWLEY REGIS, Spring Vale Road£650 pcm+Fees 
An opportunity to acquire a well maintained traditional three bedroom 
detached property situated in a popular residential location in a quiet cul- 
de-sac close to local schools, amenities and road links. Comprises of a large 
living room, fitted kitchen with a double range cooker, downstairs w.c, 2 
double & 1 single bedroom/study. Bathroom with shower, driveway/garage. A 
lovely property, notto be missed. MINIMUM COMTRACT12 MONTHS. EPC: D 



CRADLEY HEATH, Briery Close£595 pcm+Fees 

Recently refurbished is this 3 bedroom semi detached family 
home in this popular residential area. Briefly comprising of 2 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, 3 good size bedrooms, front 
& rear garden. On road parking. Ideal for Timbertree Primary 
School. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Chiltern Close£595 pcm+Fees 

A lovely unfurnished or furnished to suit 2 bedroom terrace 
property on the popular 'Squirrels' estate. Featuring a 
spacious living room, fitted kitchen, conservatory, 2 double 
bedrooms, refitted shower room, gas central heating, private 
rear garden with decking, parking area. MINIMUM CONTRACT 
12 MONTHS. EPC: D 


-n. “iii 


HALESOWEN, Clifton Road £575 pcm+Fees 

A property not to be missed! Set within a quiet cul-de-sac, 
this immaculate and freshly decorated mid terraced property, 
comprising of: 2 double bedrooms with fitted wardrobes, 
good sized lounge, modern kitchen, house bathroom with 
shower, double glazing, gas central heating, driveway parking 
for 3 cars, small rear aarden. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Haden Arch Court£575 pcm+Fees 

Contemporary living in Halesowen. This 1st floor spacious 
apartment above the archway, within walking distance to 
Halesowen Town Centre and buses, the apartment features 
gas central heating, double glazing, open plan living room/ 
fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with separate 
shower cubicle, allocated Darkina. EPC: B 



HALESOWEN, Milverton Close£575 pcm+Fees 

A modern furnished to suit 2 bedroom ground floor flat in 
this very popular residential area comprising of: large lounge, 
2 double bedrooms, fitted kitchen with appliances, bathroom 
with showei^a^entranieating^aiT<in^gac^PC^^ M 


LYE, STOURBRIDGE, Overman Close£575 pcm+Fees 
Beautifully presented and not to be missed! Located at the end of a cul-de- 
sac, this 2 double bedroom modern mid terrace property features a spacious 
lounge, dining kitchen with white goods and integrated electric oven and 
separate gas hob, downstairs WC, family bathroom with shower, wardrobes 
in the master bedroom and an enclosed rear garden. Also benefiting from off 
LBarfdngja^entraNTeatin^n^oubl^lazin^^PC^m^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Hagley Road (Rosegardens)£550 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished 1st floor coach house apartment within 
walking distance to Halesowen Town Centre and on a major 
bus route. Featuring gas central heating, living room, fitted 
kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking space, 
and a lovely communal garden. An internal inspection is 
highly recommended. EPC: TBC 



CRADLEY HEATH, Petford Street£525 pcm+Fees 

Located in a very popular area, within walking distance to 
local shops and buses, is this unfurnished modern semi 
detached house, comprising of: 2 bedrooms, fitted kitchen, 
cosy lounge, downstairs WC, bathroom with shower, rear 
garden, driveway and qaraqe. EPC: C 


J—- 



DUDLEY, Southgate Way £499 pcm+Fees 

A stunning and spacious well presented furnished to suit 
1st floor apartment featuring 2 bedrooms, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, open plan living room with fitted 
kitchen, house bathroom with shower, allocated parking 
space. Viewing highly recommended. EPC: C 


NETHERTON, Mousesweet Lane£450 pcm+Fees 

A modern style furnished to suit ground floor apartment in 
superbly convenient location in a quiet cul-de-sac featuring: 
entrance hallway, lounge with electric fire, fitted kitchen with 
appliances, 1 double bedroom, bathroom suite with shower, 
rear access to private courtyard, driveway for 2 cars, gas 
central heating, double qlazinq. EPC: D 



CRADLEY HEATH, Luanne Close£425 pcm+Fees 
This lovely unfurnished ground floor apartment, with views 
over the canal and on a popular development. Featuring 1 
bedroom, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen with small fridge 
and washing machine, gas central heating, bathroom with 
shower. aNocate^arfdng^ommuna^ai^ei^PC^^^ 


KIDDERMINSTER, Bewdley Road£350 pcm+Fees 

A fully re-furbished 1st floor studio apartment comprising 
of A combined lounge/bedroom, fitted kitchen with electric 
cooker, white bathroom suite with shower. Gas central 
heating, 


LYE, High Street £330 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Lye at Lye Cross. This 2nd floor 
flat above shops features a large lounge, kitchen, 1 
double bedroom, bathroom with shower, and is available 

immediatel^PCJB^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


Kitchen is at heart of 
this modern detached 



THIS improved and extend¬ 
ed modern four-bedroomed 
detached house in Breamore 
Crescent, Dudley, is on the 
Earls Keep estate. 

With a double garage, additional 
garage/store room and landscaped 
gardens, it is for sale through Wake- 
man at £350,000 with no chain. The 
heart of this home is the kitchen/fam¬ 
ily room with a super range of kitchen 
units and appliances. There is a 
lounge with a gas fire and bay window, 
L-shaped sitting room and dining area, 
bathroom and four bedrooms (master 
en-suite). Contact Wakeman on 01902 
885894 or www.wakeman-online.com 




Two-bedroom detached 
has been refurbished 



THIS two-bedroomed de¬ 
tached house in Neptune 
Street, Tipton, has been re¬ 
cently refurbished. It is for 
sale through Goodchilds at 
£140,000. 

It has a lounge with a feature 
open fireplace, a dining room with 
a feature fireplace, a kitchen with 
fitted units, a dressing room, mas¬ 
ter bedroom, second bedroom and 
a bathroom with a white suite. 
There is a good-sized rear garden 
which has been hard landscaped 
for ease of maintenance. This in¬ 
cludes a paved patio. 

For further information about this 
property contact Goodchilds on 0121 
5067670 or visit the website at www. 
goodchilds-uk. com 

X I 



























































































































































19 



WomjSjowytiw^'eant' 




■ 


St^ei^ing^quaiit^iamil^ 


tiin^amnmW&MTlSSMS 




Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 24, 2016 



























Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 24, 2016 


20 


Town’s traders 
launching a bid 
to thrive again 



Backing the Halesowen BID - Alan Bowler, Brian Stokes, Eve O’Connor and Wayne Edwards 


HALESOWEN 


EFFORTS are underway 
to revitalise Halesowen’s 
shopping heart and bring 
in new businesses. 

Halesowen Chamber of Trade, 
led by its chairman and town busi¬ 
nessman Wayne Edwards, has de¬ 
cided with help from Dudley Coun¬ 
cil to seek the support of town 
centre traders and businesses for 
the creation of a Halesowen Busi¬ 
ness Improvement District (BID). 

A BID is an initiative run solely by 
local businesses, who join together 
and vote to make a collective con¬ 
tribution to a fund which can then 
be used to deliver improvements 
to a defined area, thus creating a 
more attractive and safe environ¬ 
ment for shoppers and visitors. 

It would enable the town’s busi¬ 
ness owners to work together to 
decide how the area should be im¬ 
proved, share ideas on how to in¬ 
crease footfall and ensure the BID 
levy money is spent wisely and lo¬ 
cally - unlike business rates, which 
are paid to the local authority with 
part going to Central Government. 


The chamber has appointed a 
BID manager, Barry Wheeler, to 
oversee and drive forward the ef¬ 
forts to inform traders and busi¬ 
nessmen in the area of the initiative 
and to seek their support. 

“Halesowen once had a thriving 
town centre with a large variety of 
shops and businesses to draw in 
shoppers, diners and other vis¬ 
itors. Lately, like so many retail 
centres it has suffered from a fall 
in numbers of shoppers and sev¬ 
eral shops have closed leaving un¬ 
desirable gaps where once there 
were thriving businesses. 

Forefront 

“Now Halesowen has the chance 
to lift itself out of decline and to 
bring itself back into the forefront 
of Black Country shopping centres 
to rival bigger neighbours. 

“There is a wealth of history and 
character in our small town, with¬ 
in and nearby to the town centre 
making Halesowen not just a good 
place to shop but also to seek out 
and enjoy its other attractions and 
facilities - such as Cornbow Hall, 



Barry Wheeler is urging traders and businesses to back the BID 


St John’s Church, Halesowen Lei¬ 
sure Centre and much more. 

“The recently refurbished Corn- 
bow Centre, the opening of rival 
Lidl and Aldi supermarkets and the 
establishment of the Travelodge 
all demonstrate the confidence of 
developers in our town,” said Mr 
Wheeler. He is already seen regu¬ 
larly around the town centre talking 
to shop owners and discussing 
how best this initiative, if approved, 
can bring benefits to the town and 
their businesses. 

The next steps in the BID pro¬ 
ject include forming a group of 
town centre businessmen to attend 
regular meetings throughout the 
development period; development 
of a number of communications 
channels to ensure that all busi¬ 
nesses are aware of the latest news 
on progress . 

A web page has already been 
developed within the newly created 
Halesowen Town Centre website 
and a regular newsletter will be is¬ 
sued with up-to-date information. 


Development of a draft BID con¬ 
stitution and financial appraisals 
will be put to businessmen in the 
late summer for a vote to decide 
whether or not to progress with the 
establishment of a Halesowen BID. 

Mr Wheeler urged traders and 
businessmen in the town to join 
the project to rejuvenate Halesow¬ 
en town centre. 

“A BID will give us the means to 
make improvements to the town 
that will see the visitors return. 
Best of all, it enables you, the local 
business owners, to decide where 
and how the money is spent. But 
we can only do all of this with your 
support. I am out and around the 
town regularly and will be inviting 
you to meetings in the Cornbow 
Hall. Do come along and tell us 
what you think of the proposals 
and how our town centre can ben¬ 
efit,” he enthused. 

Mr Wheeler can be contacted 
at barry.wheeler@halesowentown 
centre.co.uk or on 07778 004950. 


SUITE LOOKING A 
LITTLE TIRED??? 


We are re-upholstery specialists 

• Pop in for a no obligation quote 

• Caravans and pubs our speciality 

Chapel Furnishings 


Unit 4, Eagle Trading Estate, Stourbridge Road, 
Halesowen. B63 3UA 

07769 626832 

Also in Blackheath Market 



ITT 


THE GOLF 


NEW GOLF STORE 
OPEN IN HALESOWEN 

GOLF SALE 

up to 50% off 

• Internet price match policy 
• Unbiased professional advice 
• Leading brands • Gift vouchers available 

Unit 21, Forge Trading Estate, 
Mucklow Hill, Halesowen B62 8TP 
Tel: 0121-585 5017 

www.thegolfroom.co.uk |] thegolfroomHQ 


STOP PAIN.. 



..With our specialist 
in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, 
Cupping & Ear 
Candle 


We can help if you 

Suffer with pains in neck, shoulder, 
elbow, lower back & knee 
Suffer with pain or arthritis, 
trapped nervous, soft tissue injury 
& sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen 
joints after operations such as 
replacement and knee replace 

• Suffer with overweight 


UK Registered 
20 Years 
Experience 

10B Peckingham Street, 

Halesowen 


si 

We can also help 

• Infertile couples to get pregnant 
with a high success rate through 
acupuncture and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving egg 
quality and sperm count prior to 
IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are not sure of, 
visit us for a confidential consultation 
or telephone for an appointment 


Open 10.30 - 5.30 
Monday - Saturday 


m 


0121585 9393 


Spectacles At Factory Direct Prices 

NHS & FRIVATE EVETESTS AVAILABLE 



Just bring along your 
prescription or 
book your eye test with us. 

Prescription Spectacles 
Distance or Reading 

From only 

£ 14.95 

Complete with stock 
single vision lenses. 


SpectacleMorks 

4 Birmingham St, Halesowen B63 3HN 

0121 550 3345 


Open Mon - Fri 
9am - 4pm 
Closed Bank 
Holidays 
NHS Spectacle 
Vouchers Welcome 


MASSIVE SALE 


www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 


Starts Easter! 


GasOn Spares Ltd 


Over 50 cookers 
on disnlav 



The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 


We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 



0121 550 9095 


OPEN 7 DAYS it FREE PARKING 


DOGS WELCOME IN STORE 


FREE HARNESS & COAT FITTING SERVICE 


RAW FEED STOCKISTS NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 


FLEA TREATMENT & WORMING PRODUCTS 


1000’s of quality products 

for dogs, cats, small animals, birds, fish & more 


H FIND US ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER ^ 


HEREWARD RISE • HALESOWEN • B62 8AN 



Jos ‘SaT HARRIS 



You name it, we will make 
it! Baguettes, Sandwiches, 

Baked Potatoes and 
Salad boxes - all made 
fresh to your liking! 

0121 585 8755 - 07792 . 09 ^001881 

Cornbow Centre, Halesowen B63 jtAB| (next] t 5fArgosj*' 


T H E C A K E 

-- t m f c n » t • — 

For all your baking needs and 
celebration cakes ...pop in and see us 
3 Hagley Road, Halesowen B63 4PU 
0121 448 2494 


SHOE REPAIRS 


All shoe repairs 
undertaken J< ^ 

andkey 

cutting while / /fT\ 7*7^^ 
you wait & I ^ 

1A Hagley Road, Halesowen B63 4PU 
Tel: 0121 550 9529 



Visit: 

www.dancerssuithire.co.uk 

Email: 

DANCERSLTD@gmail.com 

Call: 0121 550 1237 
Fax: 0121 585 5739 

Central Buildings, 
Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen B63 3AR 









































































Brilliantly 
blooming 
boat boost 


Amanda Hodgetts and Eve O’Connor dig for victory last year 


HALESOWEN 


Maureen Morley, Jon Jones, Sheila Campbell and Jeni Hatton launch the blooming boat 


THE committee behind 
Halesowen’s entry for 
Britain in Bloom is step¬ 
ping up its efforts this 
year. 

A replica narrowboat decked out 
with floral displays will form the 
centrepiece of the town’s entry this 
year. 

Halesowen in Bloom’s narrow- 
boat is to be sited on a plot next 
to the traffic island at the bottom of 
Mucklow Hill. 

Members of Coombeswood 
Canal Trust based at Hawne Ba¬ 
sin have given their expertise and 
time free to produce the replica 
narrowboat which is based on the 
canal tugs used at the now closed 
Stewarts & Lloyd tubes works at 
Coombeswood, which was situat¬ 
ed on the Dudley No 2 Canal. 

It has been decided to call the 
‘blooming boat’ Hales Owen, the 
old way of spelling for the town 
dating back to 1177 when Halas or 
Hales was presented to David ap 
Owen the the Prince of Wales by 
Henry II, hence Hales Owen. 


The plan is for the boat to be 
moved to its roadside mooring lat¬ 
er this month so that the garden 
designers can begin the work of 
transforming it. 

Last year Halesowen won gold 
in the Britain in Bloom regional 
awards in only is third year of en¬ 
tering the competition run by the 
Royal Horticultural Society. 

Judging will take place on July 
20 this year and the committee is 
hoping that as many businesses, 
community groups, schools and 
individuals as possible will get in¬ 
volved in putting on floral displays 
and planting bulbs. 

Efforts to keep the town looking 
as pretty and tidy as possible have 
been ongoing for months including 
a series of litter picks which tied in 
with the Clean for the Queen cam¬ 
paign. 

Halesowen in Bloom chairman 
Eve O’Connor said: “Hundreds of 
volunteers are already involved 
and we are doing our blooming 
best to get the town right. 

“Community groups, including 
the canal trust, have come togeth¬ 


Eve O’Connor, Amanda Hodgetts and Steve Fitzpatrick celebrating in 2015 


er to create the blooming boat and 
Halesowen in Bloom is really bring¬ 
ing the community together.” 

Eve, who is also manager of the 
Cornbow Centre, said the shop¬ 
ping centre, which features 50 
shops, was also joining in the effort 
to make the heart of Halesowen as 
attractive as possible. 

The Halesowen In Bloom efforts 
will ensure the town is at its best 
when the Rotary Club of Halesow¬ 
en and Rowley Regis stages the 
annual Black Country Street Fayre 
on Saturday, July 9. 

The streets will be full of amuse¬ 
ments and entertainments and 


there will be a greatly enhanced 
street market this summer, featur¬ 
ing stalls manned by local traders 
and charitable organisations. 

The club, which is 34 members 
strong and includes businesspeo¬ 
ple from all walks of life, is also a 
participant in Halesowen in Bloom 
competition. 

Its main contribution is paying 
for the purchase and planting of a 
new tree to enhance the entrance 
to Leasowes Park. 

The other Rotary event in Hale¬ 
sowen in July is the annual 10km 
Black Country Road Race and 5km 
Fun Run on Sunday, July 3. 
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Create an Entrance this Spring... 


MORE DOORS 
MORE COLOURS 
MORE GLASS 



...and Visit Our Showroom! 

Call 0121 550 1444 

OAK LODGE DOORS LTD ^ www.oaklodgedoors.co.uk 

COMPOSITE DOOR SPECIALISTS W 

Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3LZ 




CARLTON CARE GROUP 

516 Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 OJJ 

• ALL HOMES WITHIN THE CARTLON CARE GROUP OFFER EXCELLENT 
ACCOMMODATION AND SERVICE 

. WE CATER FOR SHORT STAY RESPITE AND HOLIDAY CARE ALONG WITH PERMANENT CARE. 
. NUTRITIOUS WELL BALANCED MEALS ARE PREPARED AND COOKED DAILY BY OUR CHEFS 
FROM FRESH LOCALLY SOURCED INGREDIENTS. 

• IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR ACCOMMODATION FOR A LOVED ONE WHY NOT COME AND 
HAVE A CHAT OVER A CUP OF TEA AND A SLICE OF HOMEMADE CAKE WITH US. 

For more information please ring the following:- 
LAPAL HOUSE 0121 503 0326 

GRANGE HILL HOUSE 0121 550 1312 

THE CEDARS 01562 882299 

BEECHCROFT RESIDENTIAL HOME 0121 429 2993 



■DEB ®F 


Ladies only 
30 minute sessions 
Fast results 
No fitness required 
VIP attention 
No waiting 
No age limit 
No mirrors 

Membership from £1 a day 


free 

rm} YW,TH 

THIS ADVert 


kMMARP WINN/A/ ri 

Halesowen 

ymophobics 




TMC 30MINIJT* WORKOUT 


U K . 




INCH & WEIGHT 


LOSS 






51 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN B63 3BG 
0121 4481743 • www.gymophobics.co.uk/halesowen 
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Family firm move 
to new premises 


COMMERCIAL 

FEATURE 


AA Domestic Appliances is a 
family run business offering 
a range of services, such as 
the supply of quality house¬ 
hold white goods, expert in¬ 
stallation and a reputable re¬ 
pair service. 

With 30 years’ experience with 
all domestic appliances we ensure 
an exceptional service. 

You can visit our store at 14 Hagley 
Rod, Halesowen, or buy our products 
online. 

Whether you need a new fridge or 
freezer, tumble dryer or dishwasher, or 
repairs for your washing machine, for a 
reliable and affordable service you are 
looking in the right place when you turn 
to AA Domestics. 

We have our own retail shop in Hale¬ 
sowen which deals in sales and spares 
for all domestic appliances and famous 
name brands. 

Moving 

In early April AA Domestics will be 
moving home. After 17 years of trading 
from their shop in Halesowen the op¬ 
portunity has come about to move into 
the town’s prestigious shopping desti¬ 
nation the Cornbow Centre. 

The new premises is being fitted out 
to a very high standard and the fam¬ 
ily-run firm hope this will make the 
shopping experience at AA domestics 
an even easier way to buy new prod¬ 
ucts for the home. 

Diane, who has been with the com¬ 
pany for over 25 years, said: “ With a 
lot more footfall coming through the 





/ 


An artist’s impression of the new shop opening at the Cornbow Centre 

Cornbow Centre, we will also have 
new computerised systems in place 
enabling transactions to go through 
smoothly and without any hassle.” 

The new shop will be open early next 
month but will still have that family at¬ 
mosphere with every customer to get 
that personal touch, that can some¬ 
times be lost when dealing with the big 
major national companies. 

All the staff are looking forward to the 
move and if you require their services 
in the meantime the old shop is still 
open. Contact 0121 550 9800. See the 

website at aadomesticappliances.net AA Domestic Appliances 



Solicitors still 
branching out 



. St - 

4 



Michael Jordan LLB 


Michael has been 
with the firm since 
2006 when he joined 
as a trainee. He is 
now Managing Di¬ 
rector specialising in 
Residential and Com¬ 
mercial Property. 



Baldeep Kooner LLB 


Baldeep is a Wills 
and Probate Special¬ 
ist advising on Wills, 
Probate, Powers of 
Attorney, Tax Plan¬ 
ning and Court of 
Protection cases. 



Brinder Khara LLB 


Brinder is an 
Accredited Family 
Solicitor and has 
been practising in 
the area of Family 
Law since 1996. 

She is also a Notary 
Public. 


COMMERCIAL 

FEATURE 



JORDANS Solicitors provide 
legal services including Wills 
and Probate, Property and 
Family Law from our offic¬ 
es in Halesowen and Black- 
heath. 

We cover Birmingham and 
the Black Country, including 
Sandwell, Dudley, Walsall, West 
Bromwich and Stourbridge. 

Jordans was established in 
Blackheath by John Jordan in 
1990. Over the last five years we 
have trebled in size resulting in 
opening a second branch in Hale¬ 
sowen and we have three distinct 
departments, each headed by a 
specialist in that area. 

Wills and Probate 

For the majority of people, mak¬ 
ing a will is a simple and low cost 
piece of legal work. On the oth¬ 
er hand, the cost of sorting out 
the mess left when someone dies 
without a will, with an out of date 
will or with a badly drafted will 
can be massive. 

It only takes an hour or so to 
make a will and it can save your 
loved ones hours of heartache and 
sometimes thousands of pounds. 

Property Services 

We deal with all types of trans¬ 
actions involving residential prop¬ 
erty: Sales, Purchases, Transfers 


of Equity and Remortgages. Our 
focus is to provide an accessible 
and efficient service to clients. 
Moving house can be very stress¬ 
ful and we aim to remove as much 
stress as possible for our clients. 

Family Law 

For all family clients we offer 
an initial 

FREE 30 minute interview to 
discuss your case, explain your 
options and advise you appro¬ 
priately We are also able to offer 
this service by a telephone ap¬ 
pointment. 

Whilst the majority of our work 
involves divorce, we also assist 
those who are cohabiting and 
those who are in a civil partner¬ 


ship. For information please call 
our 

Halesowen office on 0121 585 
3900 or our Blackheath office on 
0121 559 2922. 

* Other members of the team 
include Rikki Bateman and Emma 
Hingley. 

Rikki is a Qualified Solicitor spe¬ 
cialising in Residential Property. He 
is vastly experienced in all aspects of 
buying and selling, including New 
Builds and Help to Buy Schemes. 

Emma has joined us from a local 
Estate Agents. She brings a wealth 
of experience, which will further im¬ 
prove the process of Buying or elling 
a property for our clients and make it 
a smoother and less stressful process. 


A. A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

WE SELL NEW/GRADED 
RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 

WASHING MACHINES | TUMBLE DRYERS | DISHWASHERS 
FRIDGE FREEZERS | FRIDGES 



ALL AVAILABLE 

AT AMAZING 

PRICES 


(j)anoesiv 


SAMSUNG 


OPEN TO THE 
TRADE AND PUBLIC 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 4RG 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 Mob: 07872 606 363 

Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 


17 Banner Street, Cradley Heath, B63 2SL 

Tel 01384 413590 


JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient and price competitive 



Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, 
Conveyancing both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 0DH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 
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NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


EASTER! at FldVOUrZ 


World Buffet 


Enjoy a fun filled family Easter Weekend with 


amazing food and great ambience only for £11.99! 


Call on 0121 552 0041 or log on to 
www.flavourz.co.ukto BOOK NOW 



24, 2016 
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Ustings March 25 - 31 
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The two 
market 
butchers are 
going head to'J 
head to cut 
prices 

I to treat all Bescot customers 

to a cut price Easter. 

! 


Fun starts at 9am 


01384 353227 


Express & Star 


A FREE EOO FOR EVERT CHILD 
TRAVELLING OVER EASTER 

Catur 

daily i«wrvir*x until Stmdnr inth April* 
rExcrpt IV Nth April) 

And 'Awkmdi from 16th April 
Pin«r tram fmm \%>t*hponl 11,15 

TIMETAfkl.lt* It TK KKTH •«« wilt .wrg.tth 

OR CALL 01Q55 910441 




Friday and Saturday, 6pm 
Genting Arena, B’ham 
The British boyband pop-rockers come 
to Brum as part of their world tour 
following the success of second album 
Wake Up with supports from Conor 
Maynard, The Tide and Hometown. 
Visit www.gentingarena.co.uk 


Saturday, 7pm 
Slade Rooms, W’ton 

The 12th solo stand-up tour by Herring 
sees the comedian examine whether 
being a husband and father means he 
is finally fulfilled in new show Happy 
Now? 

Visit www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


Sat and Sun, times vary 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 
Due to demand magician Dynamo has 
added these extra dates at the city 
centre mega-venue with evening per¬ 
formances and a Sunday matinee, in a 
tour being seen by 400,000 fans. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


until April 23 

Birmingham Hippodrome 

Zizi Strallen is practically perfect in 
every way as PL Travers’ enchanted 
super-nanny in this spit-spot spec¬ 
tacular Disney musical based on the 
famous family movie. 
www.birminghamhippodrome.com 


POP & ROCK 

The Magic Of Motown 

Sat at 8pm, £24.50 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

A-Ha 

Tue at 6pm, £30.20 - £75.70 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Room 94 

Wed at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Left For Red 

Sat at 6pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Altered Sky 

Thu at 7pm, 

The Rainbow, 

Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Nai Harvest 

Wed at 7pm -11pm, 

The Rainbow, 

Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Refused 

Sat at 6pm, 

The Institute, 

Digbeth, Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. Call 0121 643 0428 

Quinphonic Festival 2 

Sun at 3pm -11pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Sunset Sons 

Wed at 7pm -11 pm, 

The Institute, 

Digbeth, Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. Call 0121 643 0428 

Morpheus Rising 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Shane Filan 

Sat at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Kick Up The 80s: 80s Tribute 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

John Otway & Wild Willy Barrett 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, 

Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Purson 

Wed at 8pm, 

The Sunflower Lounge, 
Birmingham, B5 4EG. 

Call 0121 632 6756 


Janet Jackson (postponed) 

Wed at 7pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

HRH AOR On The Road 2016 

Sat at 6pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

The Vamps 

Fri at 7pm, Sat at 7pm, 

Genting Arena, 

Birmingham, B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Adele 

Tue at 6.30pm, Wed at 6.30pm, 
Genting Arena, 

Birmingham, B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

UB40 Tribute 

Sat at 9.30pm, 

The Knights Quest, 

Rowley Regis, B65 0EE. 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Maddy Prior 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 01902 401211 

Country Music Night 

Sun at 8.15pm, £2 
The Swan with 2 necks 
Longdon, nr Lichfield 
WS15 4PN 

Bev Pegg’s Railroad Skiffle Trio 

Sun, 1pm - 3pm 
Albrighton Sports & Social Club 
Albrighton, WV7 3QT 
Call 07947 668750 

BLUES & JAZZ 

Jake And Elwood: Blues Brother 
Tribute 

Fri at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

B30 3DZ. Call 0121 246 2273 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Collabro 

Tue at 7pm, Wed at 7pm, 

£19.50-£39.50 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Birmingham Community 
Gospel Choir 

Sat at 7pm, 

The Drum, 

Aston on Carrant, Birmingham, 

B6 4UU. Call 0121 333 2400 

Ex Cathedra And The CBSO: JS 
Bach’s St Matthew Passion 

Fri at 2pm - 5.30pm, 

£9.50 - £40 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 


A Grand Operetta Gala 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 573320 

Satinder Sartaaj 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

CBSO 2015-16 - Mahler’s Tenth 

Thu at 7.30pm, £12.50-£45 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 


THEATRE 

Heartbeat 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 2.30pm, 7.30pm, Thu at 
7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Horrible Histories: Groovy 
Greeks 

Fri at 6.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Hairy Maclary & Friends 
Show 

Sun at 2pm, Mon at 11 am, 1 pm, 
3pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Horrible Histories: Incredible 
Invaders 

Fri at 2.30pm, Sat at 
6.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Ireland’s Call 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

Trainspotting 

Fri at 6pm, 8pm, Sat at 6pm, 
8pm, Mon at 8pm, Tue at 8pm, 
Wed at 8pm, Thu at 8pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Cabaret XXL 2016 

Thu at 9.30pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

The Government Inspector 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2pm, 
7.30pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Mary Poppins 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 
7.30pm, Wed at 2pm, 7.30pm, 
Thu at 2pm, 7.30pm, £25.55 - 
£30.60 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 


Hello Kitty Live (Over 3s) 

Tue at 3pm, £18 - £25 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Circus Of Horrors: Freakshow: 
Welcome To The Carnevil 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 


COMEDY 

Roadhouse Comedy 

Mon at 8pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Comedy Carousel & The Real 
Food Canteen 

Thu at 7pm, 

The Glee Club, 

Birmingham, B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Richard Herring: Happy Now? 

Fri at 7pm, £15 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Comedy In The Met 

Sat at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

The Best In Live Stand-up 
Comedy 

Fri at 7pm, Sat at 7pm, 

The Glee Club, 

Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Russell Howard: Work In 
Progress (postponed) 

Fri at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 


TALKS 

Gordon Buchanan - Lost 
Adventures 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Adlais (Echo) - Melodic and 
Mythic Stories And Songs 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

CLUBBING 

The Rainbow Venues’ Festival: 
Chapter 12 

Sat - Sun 
The Rainbow, 

Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Conya Doss 

Thu at 7pm, 

Hare & Hounds, 

Kings Heath, Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


Vertigo 

Sat at 9pm, 

The Victoria, Birmingham, 

B1 1 BN. Call 0121 633 9439 

Keeping It Soulful 

Fri - Sat at 9pm - 2am, 

The Victoria, 

Birmingham, B1 1BN. 

Call 0121 633 9439 

Propaganda 

Fri - Sat at 10.30pm - 
3.30am, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

ART GALLERIES 

Birmingham People And Change 
In The Inner-City 

Fri at 10.30am - 5pm, Sat at 10am 

- 5pm, Sun at 10am - 5pm, Mon 
at 10am - 5pm, Tue at 10am - 
5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 
10am - 5pm, 

Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 

Chance, Order, Change: 

Abstract Paintings 1939-1989 

Sat at 11 am - 5pm, Sun at 11 am 

- 5pm, Mon at 10am - 5pm, Tue at 
10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, 
Thu at 10am - 5pm, 

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 

B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Laura Lancaster 

Fri at 10am - 5pm, Sat at 10am - 
5pm, Sun at 12pm - 4pm, Tue at 
10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, 
Thu at 10am - 5pm, 

The New Art Gallery Walsall, WS2 
8LG. Call 01922 654400 

Jan Vanriet The Music Boy 

Fri at 10am - 5pm, Sat at 10am - 
5pm, Sun at 12pm - 4pm, Tue at 
10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, 
Thu at 10am - 5pm, 

The New Art Gallery Walsall 

Mental Spaces 

Fri at 9am - 8.30pm, Sat at 
9am, Sun at 9am, Mon at 9am 

- 8.30pm, Tue at 9am - 8.30pm, 
Wed at 9am - 8.30pm, Thu at 
9am - 8.30pm, 

Light House, Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1HT. 

Call 01902 716055 

Willard Wigan Homecoming 
Exhibition 

Fri - Thu 
Light House, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1 HT. 

Call 01902 716055 

Dinh O Le: The Colony 

Fri at 11 am - 5pm, Sat at 11 am 

- 5pm, Tue at 11 am - 5pm, Wed 
at 11 am - 5pm, Thu at 11 am - 
5pm, 

Ikon Gallery, 1 Oozells Street, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham, B1 
2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 


Check out full listings in theticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Qemists stick to 
alternative formula 



Hardcore electro-rockers Qemists are visiting Wolverhampton Slade Rooms tonight with Japan’s Crossfaith 


BRIGHTON rocks - and the latest 
band from the city by the sea, that’s 
become a hotbed of punk, electro 
and other alternative sounds, is elec¬ 
tro-rock quintet The Qemists. 

Storming first single Run You, 
from new album Warrior Sound, 
featured on the trailer for Arnold 
Schwarzenegger movie Terminator 
Genisys and ITV’s coverage of the 
Rugby World Cup. 

Bruno Balanta, one half of the 


band’s vocal output, says: “We’re 
Rage Against The Machine meets 
The Prodigy meets Public Enemy. 
The music encompasses our rock in¬ 
fluences, urban ethics and the heavy 
dance-infused electronica we love.” 

The band that have toured with 
Korn and Enter Shikari are not about 
to embrace the mainstream. 

“Are we going to end up going all 
commercial and making really poppy 
sounding tracks? No, that’s never 


going to happen because we’re fans 
first and foremost of the type of music 
we’re making. Why give up what you 
care about for cash? 

“For the last 16 months we’ve been 
pouring blood, sweat, and tears into 
our new album and I’m buzzing to 
unleash this record on the world live.” 

Tonight (Thursday) they are at 
Wolverhampton’s Slade Rooms with 
Japanese electro-metal icons Cross¬ 
faith. 



Adele says 
Hello Brum 

SHE’S the hottest ticket in town, in fact, Adele 
is the hottest ticket in any town... and she’s 
coming to Birmingham Genting Arena for four 
nights of concerts. 

The Brit School graduate from Tottenham is the great Brit¬ 
ish music success story of the early 21st century. 

In just six years since her debut album 19 in 2008, followed 
by 21 in 2011 and 25 last year, Adele Adkins has become a 
genuine superstar on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 

She won an Oscar for her Bond song Skyfall in 2013 and 
the same year went to Buckingham Palace to receive the 
MBE from Prince Charles. 

Awards 

She has won multiple record industry awards, including 
Grammys, Ivor Novellos and Brits. 

Her emotional performance of Someone Like You at the 
2011 Brit Awards was credited with propelling her to star¬ 
dom. That took the song to number one as she became the 
first artist in the UK since The Beatles to have two top five 
singles and two top five albums at the same time. 

Her concerts on Tuesday and Wednesday, then again on 
the following Friday and Saturday, are all sold out. 

The Birmingham dates mark the end of the British leg of 
her first tour in four years, since she gave birth to son Angelo, 
and she will be touring Europe during May and June. 


Village jazz club 
back at new venue 

ONE of the West Midlands’ fa¬ 
vourite jazz clubs is back at a 
new venue. 

Jazz Club 90, in the Shrop¬ 
shire village of Albrighton, near 
Wolverhampton, built up a loyal 
following among musicians and 
jazz fans over 25 years at The 
Harp pub. New owners meant 
a move for the organisers, who 
have found a new venue at Al¬ 
brighton Sports and Social Club. 

It launched last year with a 
25th anniversary gig in October 
and is running twice a month 
sessions for the jazz-starved den¬ 
izens of the Wolverhampton and 
Telford area. Sunday sessions 
are from 1pm to 3pm, and ad¬ 
mission is £5. For more informa¬ 
tion see www.jazzclub90.co.uk 


It’s a Grand choice 
for one-night shows 

IT’S a busy week of one-night- 
ers ahead at the Grand Theatre 
in Wolverhampton. 

Indian Punjabi singer, poet 
and actor Satinder Sartaaj will 
be in concert tomorrow evening 
(Friday) with ticket prices rang¬ 
ing from £25 to £100 for the Sufi 
superstar’s performance. 

Roll up and maybe throw 
up when the Circus of Horrors 
bring their 21st anniversary 
tour to the Lichfield Street 
venue on Saturday night. 

A Grand Operetta Gala fea¬ 
turing music by Gilbert and 
Sullivan is on Wednesday. Irish 
song and dance show Ireland’s 
Call is on Thursday, March 31. 

Call 01902 429212. 


Play for those who 
miss a Heartbeat 

HEARTBEAT, the popular ITV 
show about police in 1960s ru¬ 
ral Yorkshire, is being revived 
on stage in Birmingham. 

The popular Sunday night 
series with its nostalgic 
soundtrack ran for 18 years 
from 1992, based on the Consta¬ 
ble books by ex-policeman Peter 
Walker under pen-name Nich¬ 
olas Rhea. It originally starred 
Nick Berry as Pc Nick Rowan. 

David Lonsdale will return in 
his TV role of David Stockwell, 
as will Steve Blakeley as Pc 
Geoff Younger, joined by Holly- 
oaks actor Matt Millburn as Pc 
Joe Malton. It is staged at the 
New Alexandra Theatre from 
Monday to Saturday, April 2. 



THURS 24/03/2016 

MON 28/03/2016 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE SHOW 

THE QUEST FUN QUIZ & KARAOKE SHOW!!! 

FRI 25/03/2016 

TUES 29/03/2016 

JANE G00DALL 

KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR 

SAT 26/03/2016 

WED 30/03/2016 

UB40 TRIBUTE SHOW 

LEE O'SULLIVAN 

SUN 27/03/2016 

THURS31/03/2016 

SUNDAY NIGHT KARAOKE WITH STARMAKERS 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 



DAILY CARVERY 


£3:45 


ntr£ 


We also serve 

GREAT 
STEAK & 
GRILL DEALS' 


SUNDAY 
ICARVERY 
1 44.95 


V| | «T| 


High Street, Blackheath 

4 Tel: 0121 561 5599 


m . ^ M0N-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

e serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


\, i 


NEW INDIAN TAKEAWAY 

30% Discount* 

on collection of orders over £10 

15% Discount* 

on delivery of orders over £12 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!!! 


0121 550 5394 / 550 5971 

188A Stourbridge Road, 
Halesowen B63 3UJ 

www.spiceleaf.co.uk 

*Excluding Special Meal Deals & Set Meals 


Easter at the Cone 


Above and Below the Line 

Exhibition by Wolverhampton Embroiderers Guild 

12 March to 1 May 2016 

• Adult and children’s craft activities for Easter 

• Regular glassmaking demonstrations at weekends and during school holidays 

• Craft studios with unique handmade gifts 

• On site coffee house, gift shop and cut crystal shop 


Open 10am to 4pm until April 1, then 10am to 3pm Monday to Friday • 11am to 4pm Saturday & Sunday 
FREE admission and parking 

Call 01384 812750orvisitwww.redhousecone.co.uk 

Red House Glass Cone, High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ UM 9jHy 
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thefastticket SATURDAY’S TV MARCH 26 


CHOICE 



Zoe Ball and Ashley Banjo 


Can't Touch This 
(BBC1, 6.10pm) 

New series. Zoe Ball and Ashley 
Banjo present the game show 
in which 16 contestants are 
challenged to battle their way 
through a giant obstacle course 
filled with prizes that are just 
out of reach. If the competitors 
are able to lay hands on any of 
the goodies within, they can 
take them home, including a 
grand prize that requires a giant 
leap of faith to claim. The 
contest gets under way as a 
father from Cardiff, a belly- 
dancer from Hull and a man 
called 'Mr Grumpy Pants' tackle 
the course. Narrated by Sue 
Perkins. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 MasterChef. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Football Focus. 

12.50 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 Can Seb 
Coe Save Athletics? 1.30 Live Athletics. 
The World Half Marathon 
Championships. 3.30 Film: The Princess 
and the Frog. (2009) Disney animated 
musical fantasy, with the voice of Anika 
Noni Rose. 5.00 BBC News. 5.10 
Regional Programme. 5.20 Pointless 
Celebrities. 

6.10 Can’t Touch This. New series. Zoe 
Ball and Ashley Banjo present the 
game show in which 16 
contestants battle their way 
through an obstacle course filled 
with prizes they must touch to 
claim. 

7.00 The Voice UK. The first live show 
of the series arrives, as Paloma 
Faith, Boy George, William and 
Ricky Wilson bring their teams to 
the quarterfinals. Naturally, with 
the contest reaching its 
conclusion, the stakes have never 
been higher for the eight 
remaining contestants, who will 
need to produce barnstorming 
performances in order to secure a 
place in the semi-finals. After 
weeks of assessing the would-be 
stars from the comfort of their 
sofas, viewers at home now 
receive their first chance to voice 
their opinions via a public vote that 
will decide which act will be 
progressing to the contest’s 
penultimate round. 

8.55 The National Lottery Live. Welsh 
singer, radio broadcaster and TV 
presenter Aled Jones joins Gaby 
Roslin to push the Lotto button 
and reveal the all-important 
winning numbers. 

9.05 The Voice UK. Emma Willis and 
Marvin Humes announce the 
results of this week’s public vote, 
revealing which of the eight 
remaining contestants will be 
progressing to the semi-final. 

9.35 Casualty. Connie becomes 
embroiled in a convicted 
murderer’s plan to escape from 
prison, and Big Mac tries to help 
his old tormentor Mercedes see 
the error of her ways. 

10.25 BBC News; National Lottery Update. 
10.45 Film: Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. 
(2008) 

12.40 Film: Biker Boyz. (2003) 3.25 
(BST) Weather for the Week Ahead. 3.30 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

9.40 The Women’s Football Show. (R) 

10.10 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

11.10 Natural World: Polar Bears and 
Grizzlies - Bears on Top of the World. (R) 
12.00 Rick Stein: From Venice to 
Istanbul. (R) 1.00 War Films, Talking 
Pictures. 1.45 Film: The Heroes of 
Telemark. (1965) 3.50 Flog It! (R) 4.15 
Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 5.15 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 5.45 Easter from 
King’s. 

7.00 Tribes, Predators & Me. Gordon 
Buchanan travels to remote 
regions on three continents to 
learn how tribal cultures hunt and 
live alongside dangerous animals, 
beginning his journey in Ecuador, 
where he meets a family from the 
Waorani tribe. They venture into 
the Amazon Jungle, where the 
Waorani hunt monkeys and wild 
pigs using blowpipes and 
sharpened sticks, and try to trap 
an anaconda, an animal of great 
spiritual significance. (R) 

8.00 Perry and Croft: Made in Britain. 
The celebration of comedy writing 
duo David Croft and Jimmy Perry 
continues with an examination of 
how their sitcoms chronicled 
British people’s attitudes to love 
and sex. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring orders 
his blundering platoon to guard 
the bank’s money until repairs on 
the bomb-damaged vault are 
completed. Comedy, starring 
Arthur Lowe and John Le 
Mesurier. (R) 

9.00 Being the Brontes. Martha 

Kearney, Helen Oyeyemi and Lucy 
Mangan to mark the 200th 
anniversary of Charlotte Bronte’s 
birth by immersing themselves in 
the lives of the author and her 
sisters 

10.00 Film: Jane Eyre. (2011) A 
governess falls in love with her 
mysterious employer, only to 
discover he is concealing a terrible 
secret. Period drama, with Mia 
Wasikowska. 

11.50 Film: Passion. (2012) Premiere. 
An advertising executive steals her 
protege’s ideas, setting in motion a 
lethal game of oneupmanship. 
Brian De Palma’s thriller, with 
Rachel McAdams. 

2.25 (BST) Monteverdi in Mantua: The 
Genius of the Vespers. (R) 3.25 The 
World’s Most Expensive Stolen 
Paintings. (R) 4.25 Mozart in Prague: 
Rolando Villazon on Don Giovanni. (R) 

5.25 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 7.00 Super 4. (R) 7.10 Looped. (R) 

7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Jessie. 
9.05 Scrambled!: The Tom & Jerry 
Show. (R) 9.25 Thunderbirds Are Go. 

(R) 9.50 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 10.15 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.10 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show; (R) 12.15 ITV News; 
Weather.; 12.19 Regional Programme. 

12.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.25 
Judge Rinder. (R) 2.25 The Chase. (R) 

3.25 Planet’s Got Talent. (R) 3.55 Film: 
Free Willy 3: The Rescue. (1997) Family 
adventure, starring Jason James Richter. 
5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. Mark Hamill, best 
known as Luke Skywalker in the 
Star Wars films, steps out of his 
Jedi robes and into the guest 
announcer’s chair this week, as 
Ant and Dec go head-to-head in a 
mini motorbike race around the 
studio. The duo introduce the 
fourth installment of Who Shot 
Simon Cowell?, in which they 
track down prime suspect Louis 
Walsh, and the cast of West End 
musical Billy Elliot try to transform 
Little Ant and Dec into ballet 
dancers. Plus, another lucky 
audience member is pick to take 
part in Win the Ads. 

7.30 Live International Football. 
Germany v England (Kick-off 
7.45pm). Mark Pougatch presents 
coverage of the friendly encounter 
between the old rivals, which takes 
place at the Olympiastadion in 
Berlin. This game serves as a Euro 
2016 warm-up fixture for both 
countries, and is the first meeting 
between the sides since November 
2013. Arsenal defender Per 
Mertesacker grabbed the winning 
goal for Joachim Loew’s team on 
that occasion, which was also a 
friendly in preparation for the 2014 
World Cup. With analysis from Ian 
Wright, Lee Dixon and Lothar 
Matthaus. 

10.25The Jonathan Ross Show. 

11.05 ITV News; Weather. 

11.20 International Football Highlights. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 4.00 (BST) Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 4.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.05 
Mountain Biking: The Pioneer. 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.00 
The Morning Line. 10.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD. 11.00 The 
Superhumans Show. 11.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.25 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 
Racing. Live coverage from Haydock 
Park and Kempton Park. 4.00 Channel 4 
Racing: Dubai World Cup. Live coverage 
of the world’s most lucrative flat meeting. 

5.30 Speed with Guy Martin. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
The influence of strange weather 
on the natural world, examining 
the factors that create caves of 
sapphires, blue lava, rainbow- 
coloured clouds and perfect 
cubes, lead to gatherings of 
walruses, or cause snow and 
beaches to disappear. Previously 
seen on More4. 

8.00 Shakespeare’s Tomb. 

Documentary charting a two-year¬ 
long archeological investigation of 
William Shakespeare’s grave at 
Holy Trinity Church in Stratford- 
upon-Avon. The grave itself bears 
a curse condemning anyone who 
disturbs the Bard’s final resting 
place, reading “Good friend, for 
Jesus’ sake forbear/To dig the dust 
enclosed here/Blessed be the man 
that spares the stones/And cursed 
be he that moves my bones”. For 
the first time since Shakespeare’s 
death 400 years ago, the church 
has authorised archaeologists to 
conduct a study on the site, giving 
Kevin Colls of Staffordshire 
University, leading geophysicist 
Erica Utsi, and Cambridge 
historian Dr Helen Castor a chance 
to utilise state-of-the-art radar 
technology to build up a picture of 
what lies beneath the surface 
without disturbing the hallowed 
site. As the team reveals, the 
results of their examination 
contained a few unexpected 
surprises. 

9.00 Film: The Heat. (2013) Premiere. 
Action comedy, starring Sandra 
Bullock and Melissa McCarthy. 

II. 25 Film: The Change-Up. (2011) 

Comedy, with Jason Bateman. 

2.30 (BST) Hollyoaks. (R) 4.40 Sarah 
Beeny’s Howto Sell Your Home. (R) 5.05 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 The Fairly 
OddParents. 9.30 The Saturday Show: 
Easter Special. 11.30 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 12.30 Film: Star Trek V: The Final 
Frontier. (1989) Sci-fi adventure sequel, 
starring William Shatner. 2.35 Film: 
Columbo: By Dawn’s Early Light. (1974) 
Crime drama, starring Peter Falk and 
Patrick McGoohan. 4.30 Film: Columbo: 
Murder, Smoke and Shadows. (1989) 
Crime drama, starring Peter Falk. 

6.20 NCIS: Los Angeles. 

7.05 NCIS: New Orleans. The Big 
Easy’s annual Red Dress Run is 
brought to an abrupt halt when 
participants discover a body on 
route. Luckily, the NCIS team is 
competing in the race, and is on 
hand to investigate. The victim is 
identified as petty officer Kelsey 
Weaver, who was last seen 
running though the city, shouting 
that she was being pursued by a 
man with a gun. CCTVfootage 
shows no signs of Weaver’s 
apparent assailant, but when 
toxicology reports reveal the dead 
woman had traces of a 
hallucinogenic drug in her system, 
Pride and his colleagues are drawn 
into the battle to stop the spread of 
this new narcotic substance. 

8.00 NCIS. The team investigates the 
murder of a Navy commander’s 
wife, determining whether it is 
linked to her role as a therapist, or 
is instead an act of terrorism. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. A round-up of all the 
goals and talking points from 
League One and League Two. 

9.40 Live Championship Boxing. Nick 
Blackwell v Chris Eubank Jr. 
Coverage of the bout for the British 
Middleweight title, which takes 
lace at SSE Arena in London, 
lackwell is attempting to make 
the third defence of the title he 
claimed by beating John Ryder in 
May 2015, which was followed by 
victories over Damon Jones and 
Jack Arnfield later in the year. 
Meanwhile, EubankJr is aiming to 
win the belt for the first time, 
despite having previously won and 
defended the WBA Interim World 
title in 2015, before beating Gary 
O’Sullivan in a grudge match last 
December. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 4.10 (BST) Law& 
Order: Special Victims Unit. (R) 5.00 Law 
& Order: Special Victims Unit. (R) 5.45 
Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Treasures of the Indus 8.00 Human 
Planet 9.00 Follow the Money 11.00 
Film: Hello Quo (2012) 12.20 Status 
Quo: Live and Acoustic 2.20 (BST) Top of 
the Pops: 1981 2.55 Top of the Pops: 
1981 3.25 Film: Hello Quo (2012) 4.45 
Sounds of the Sixties 4.55 Close 
ITV2 

12.40 The Almost Impossible Gameshow 

1.40 Scorpion 2.40 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 3.40 FYI Daily 3.45 Film: Evan 
Almighty (2007) 4.35 Britain’s Got More 
Talent: Top Ten Surprises 5.40 Film: The 
Mummy (1999) 6.40 FYI Daily 6.45 Film: 
The Mummy (1999) 8.00 Film: The 
Back-up Plan (2010) 9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 
Film: The Back-up Plan (2010) 10.05 
Celebrity Juice 10.50 Family Guy 12.20 
American Dad! 12.50 Beowulf: Return to 
the Shieldlands 2.40 (BST) Kylie 
Minogue: The Hot Desk 2.50 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.05 Film: Carry On Jack (1963) 1.05 
FYI Daily 1.10 Film: Carry On Jack 
(1963) 2.00 Film: Carry On Cleo (1964) 
3.00 FYI Daily 3.05 Film: Carry On Cleo 
(1964) 3.55 Rising Damp 5.55 Doc 
Martin 7.00 Midsomer Murders 9.00 
Rising Damp Forever 10.00 Film: Rising 
Damp (1980) 11.00 FYI Daily 11.05 
Film: Rising Damp (1980) 12.05 Blue 
Murder 2.25 (BST) ITV3 Nightscreen 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

12.10 Film: Gunsmoke (1953) 12.45 
Live Snooker: Players Championship. 

The opening semi-final from Manchester. 

5.15 Pawn Stars 5.45 Storage Wars: 
Texas 6.45 Live Snooker: Players 
Championship. 11.15 Film: The Wicker 
Man (1973) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 Film: 
The Wicker Man (1973) 2.00 (BST) Hell 
on Wheels 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.00 Melissa & Joey 12.00 How I Met 
Your Mother 1.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
2.00 The Goldbergs 3.30 Film: Hairspray 
(2007) 5.45 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 6.00 
The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: 
Terminator Salvation (2009) 11.15 
Gogglebox 2.25 (BST) Scheiffer Bates: I 
Con 2.55 Tattoo Fixers 3.50 How I Met 
Your Mother 4.40 Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 The Phantom (1996) 1.00 Spy 
Kids 4: All the Time in the World (2011) 
2.50 Epic (2013)4.55 Freaky Friday 
(2003) 6.55 Morning Glory (2010) 9.00 
The Family (2013) 11.10 The Haunting in 
Connecticut 2: Ghosts of Georgia (2013) 

2.10 (BST) The Last Exorcism (2010) 
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OWH^fwORLD 

HILARIOUS NEW, SHOW! 

Fri 25tlTMarch to Sun 10th April 
Light woods Park, Hagley Road West R67 5 DP 
Tickets from £8 tor Kids 
Book Now 0871 705 5507 
www.gaxidcyscircus.com 


WELCOME TO THE 

Samson & 
Lion 


FAMILY FUN DAY 

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 
FROM 2pm 

• Disco *Face painting 

• Fancy hat competition 

• Raffle *Games ‘Prizes 

• Food served all day 






SHEDS AND FENCING SPECIALISTS 
SPRINGHILL (NAJRAN) 
BUILDING, FENCING & GAS SUPPLIES 


194-196 Springhill Hockley Birmingham B18 7BS 



Heavy Duty Lap Panels Feather Edge Garden Panels 


6x6 

£14.95 

6x6 

£20.95 

6x5 

£14.50 

6x5 

£19.99 

6x4 

£12.50 

6x4 

£17.95 

6x3 

£10.50 

6x3 

£14.95 


8ft Concrete Posts £8.50 Gravel Boards £7.50 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! STOCKIST OF ENERGAS PRODUCTS 

DELIVERY & COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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SUNDAY’S TV MARCH 27” 


CHOICE 



Queen Elizabeth II 


Our Queen at 90 
(ITV, 8pm) 

To celebrate Elizabeth M's 90th 
birthday, this documentary has 
enjoyed privileged access to the 
Queen and to many members of 
the Royal Family during the year 
in which she became the 
nation's longest-reigning 
monarch. Prince Charles and 
his sons William and Harry 
reveal how she has inspired 
them, while Prince Andrew and 
his daughters Beatrice and 
Eugenie explain what she 
means to them, while political 
leaders, celebrities and 
ordinary people from all over 
the world reflect on their 
experiences of meeting her. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 BBC News. 10.00 

Easter Worship 2016. 11.00 Urbi et Orbi. 

11.25 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

12.10 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Father Brown. (R) 2.00 

Escape to the Country. (R) 2.25 Rowing: 

The Boat Races. Live coverage of the 

men’s and women’s University Boat 

Races. 5.00 A Question of Sport. (R) 

5.30 Songs of Praise. 

6.05 Paul O’Grady: The Sally Army 
and Me. New series. The 
presenter works alongside the 
Salvation Army’s volunteers in a 
variety of roles, and reflects on 
how the charity has always been a 
part of his life. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Rural developments 
in Herefordshire, Worcestershire 
and Gloucestershire. Matt Baker 
investigates local crafts, including 
stained glass artists and 
weathervane makers. Ellie 
Harrison meets farmers who keep 
turkeys for their eggs, Sean 
Fletcher looks into the region’s 
links with daffodils, and Adam 
Henson meets a three-year-old girl 
getting to grips with lambing. 

Plus, Charlotte Smith reports on 
how beavers are returning to 
mainland Britain, and examines 
arguments for preserving or 
culling them. Including Weather 
For The Week Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the team head to the Royal 
Hall in Harrogate, with Alastair 
giving his highest valuation in 20 
years on the show. Plus, the 
emotional story of a sapphire ring 
left to a young man by a recently 
departed friend, and the family 
history behind Betty’s Tearooms. 

9.00 The Night Manager. Pine fears his 
cover will be blown when he is 
forced to return to the hotel where 
he first encountered Roper. Burr 
faces the consequences of her 
failed mission. Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Would I Lie to You? Team captains 
David Mitchell and Lee Mack are 
joined by Rhod Gilbert, Sally 
Phillips, Des O’Connor and Tess 
Daly on the comedy panel show. 
Hosted by Rob Brydon. (R) 

11.00 Film: Little Fockers. (2010) 

12.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.35 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.55 This Farming Life. (R) 7.55 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.25 An Island 
Parish. (R) 8.55 Countryfile. (R) 9.55 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.25 The 
Best Dishes Ever. (R) 11.55 The Best 
Dishes Ever. (R) 12.25 Film: Kings of 
Kings. (1961) Drama, starring Jeffrey 
Hunter. 3.00 Flog It! (R) 3.30 Tim Rice - 
A Life in Song. (R) 5.00 The Secret 
History of My Family. (R) 

6.00 Springwatch at Easter 2016. 

Chris Packham, Michaela Strachan 
and Martin Hughes-Games 
present the annual series. 

7.00 Gareth Malone’s Great Choir 
Reunion. Gareth continues his 
mission to reunite the remainder 
of all the choirs he has formed 
over the past 10 years. He tracks 
down some of the best singers 
from the South Oxhey Community 
Choir, the Military Wives and the 
nine workplace choirs he formed 
for the competition Sing While You 
Work. That’s followed by frenzied 
preparations and rehearsals for 
the reunion concert. He may be 
able to bring together these 
singers from different groups 
across the country, but will he 
manage to get them singing 
together as a choir of choirs? (R) 
8.00 Natural Born Winners. New 
series. Athletes Donovan Bailey, 
James Toseland, Gareth Thomas 
and Iwan Thomas travel around 
the world to compete in various 
countries’ unusual and demanding 
sporting events, taking on local 
champions. The tour begins in the 
Welsh village of Llanwrtyd Wells, 
where they enter in local fell 
running event Man Versus Horse, 
where they must run 21 miles 
across difficult terrain, competing 
against mounted opponents. 

9.00 Tribes, Predators & Me. Gordon 
Buchanan joins a group of 
Bushmen in Botswana’s Kalahari 
Desert to learn their ancient 
secrets for surviving on foot 
among wild lions. 

10.00Thirteen. Ivy is arrested after her 
DNA is found in the cellar. 

Christina begs the police to be 
allowed to speak to her, and finally 
discovers the shocking truth 
behind her disappearance. 

11.00The People vOJ Simpson: 
American Crime Story. (R) 

11.50 Film: Youth Without Youth. (2007) 

1.50 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.45 
Holby City. (R) 3.35 Film: Hockney. 

(2014) 4.45 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 
(R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.15 Looped. (R) 
7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (Ft) 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear 
Grylls Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 9.55 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (Ft) 10.20 Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 12.25 ITV News; Weather. 

12.35 Film: Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory. (1971) Musical 
fantasy, with Gene Wilder. 2.35 Big Star’s 
Little Star. (R) 3.35 Off Their Rockers. 

(R) 4.10 Film: A View to a Kill. (1985) 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The Chase Celebrity Special. 

New series. Bradley Walsh 
presents as Coronation Street’s 
Hayley Tamaddon, football star 
Geoff Hurst, comedian Rob 
Beckett and presenter Gaby Roslin 
pit their wits against ruthless quiz 
geniuses in the hope of winning a 
potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds for charity. 
They must work as a team and 
play strategically to answer 
general knowledge questions 
against the clock and race down 
the game board to the exit without 
being caught. 

8.00 Our Queen at 90. Members of the 
royal family pay tribute to Elizabeth 
II, and politicians, celebrities and 
ordinary people from all over the 
world talk about their experiences 
of meeting her. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15The Road to Coronation Street. 
Jane Horrocks and Jessie Wallace 
star in a one-off drama telling the 
story of how the long-running 
soap was born. Tony Warren 
joins producer Harry Elton and 
director Derek Bennett as they 
struggle to create the programme, 
faced with opposition from ITV's 
formidable bosses Sidney and 
Cecil Bernstein, while Margaret 
Morris begins the hunt for the 
show's cast. (R) 

11.55 Premiership Rugby Union. 

12.45 Jackpot247. 3.00 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.00 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.25 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.45 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.10 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (Ft) 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (Ft) 8.00 
Frasier. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. 
(R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 George 
Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 1.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 2.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 2.50 Film: The Great Mouse 
Detective. (1986) Premiere. Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Vincent 
Price. 4.25 Film: Hop. (2011) Part- 
animated comedy, starring James 
Marsden. 

6.15 Ice Age: The Great Egg-Scapade. 

Short animated comedy, featuring 
the characters from the movie 
series. Sid looks after some eggs 
waiting to hatch, but a villainous 
rabbit steals them all. 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Secret Life of the Zoo. The Hi 
Way elephant family have been hit 
with a potentially deadly virus 
affecting animals in captivity and 
in the wild. With the youngest 
members of the family most at 
risk, the keepers and Chester Zoo’s 
veterinary team do all they can to 
combat the mysterious illness. 
Meanwhile, Mac the stallion zebra 
is introduced to the zoo’s three 
mares in the hope they will 
produce much needed offspring 
for this endangered species. 
There’s also a look into the bizarre 
world of the naked mole rat. (R) 
8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales follow 
the ancient routes of the Vikings 
and travel to Stockholm, where 
they navigate the city’s canals. 
They later head out into the far- 
flung islands of the archipelago, 
before paying a visit to 
Drottningholm Palace Theatre, 
where they meet Wallander actor 
Krister Henriksson. 

9.00 Indian Summers. Ralph tries to 
befriend a Maharjah to advance his 
standing, but Cynthia is thrown by 
an encounter with the ruler’s 
mistress. The Dalai family are 
drawn into Aafrin’s secrets. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.00 Film: Inglourious Basterds. (2009) 
1.45 Embarrassing Bodies Down Under. 
(R) 2.40 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.05 
Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.30 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.40 
Zack and Quack. 6.55 Make Way for 
Noddy. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.20 
Little Princess. (R) 7.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 
7.45 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 

(R) 8.10 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 8.30 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.45 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 8.55 Film: 
Thomas & Friends: Sodor’s Legend of 
the Lost Treasure. (2015) Animated 
adventure, featuring the voice of Joseph 
May. 10.05 The Fairly OddParents. 10.40 
Goal Rush: Football League Tonight. (R) 
11.20 Now That’s Funny! (R) 12.25 Pets 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 1.25 
Dogs Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 

2.25 Film: Watership Down. (1978) 
Animated drama, with the voice of John 
Hurt. 4.10 Greatest Animated Movies. 
7.00 Now That’s Funny! Cats battle it 
out with dogs and a man displays 
a talent for summoning animals. 
Plus, people failing to look where 
they are going and the latest Stars 
of the Week. 

8.00 Penn & Teller: Fool Us in Vegas. 

Jonathan Ross introduces more 
magic acts determined to dazzle 
the duo, featuring card tricks set to 
instrumental music, a 
performance of prediction and a 
spirited illusion. Plus, Teller 
performs a trick with a ball and 
string. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Due Date. (2010) Premiere. 
Uptight architect Peter is desperate 
to make it home before his 
pregnant wife goes into labour, but 
an altercation with an air marshal 
gets him banned from flying. 
Unlikely salvation is at hand in the 
shape of an oddball aspiring actor 
on his way to Hollywood, and the 
duo set off on a disastrous journey 
across America. Comedy, starring 
Robert Downey Jr and Zach 
Galifianakis. 

11.00 Film: The Bounty Hunter. (2010) 

A bail enforcement agent is 
assigned to track down his own 
ex-wife, a reporter who is 
investigating a murder cover-up. 
Action comedy, starring Gerard 
Butler and Jennifer Aniston. 

1.05 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 The Tube: Going 
Underground. Documentary going 
behind the scenes on the London 
transport network. (R) 4.00 Wildlife 
SOS. (R) 4.50 Great Artists. The life and 
work of Pieter Bruegel the Elder. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Passion 8.00 The Brontes at the 
BBC 9.00 How to Make a Number One 
Record 10.00 Film: Love Is All You Need 
(2012) 11.50 One-Hit Wonders at the 
BBC 12.50 Len Goodman’s Dancing Feet: 
The British Ballroom Story 1.50 The 
Brontes at the BBC 2.50 The Story of 
British Pathe 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

12.05 Take Me Out 1.20 Film: Cats & 
Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 

2.20 FYI Daily 2.25 Film: Cats & Dogs: 
The Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 3.00 
Film: Ella Enchanted (2004) 4.00 FYI 
Daily 4.05 Film: Ella Enchanted (2004) 
4.55 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 6.30 Film: The Mummy 
Returns (2001) 7.30 FYI Daily 7.35 Film: 
The Mummy Returns (2001) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 10.30 
Bordertown 11.00 Family Guy 12.30 
American Dad! 1.25 The Cleveland Show 
2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.20 FYI Daily 11.25 Film: Carry On 
Henry (1971) 12.10 Film: Carry On Girls 
(1973) 1.10 FYI Daily 1.15 Film: Carry 
On Girls (1973) 2.00 Film: Carry On 
Matron (1972) 3.00 FYI Daily 3.05 Film: 
Carry On Matron (1972) 3.50 Rising 
Damp 5.50 Doc Martin 6.55 Film: Rising 
Damp (1980) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: 
Rising Damp (1980) 9.00 Rising Damp 
Forever 10.00 Film: Steptoe and Son 
(1972) 11.00 FYI Daily 11.05 Film: 
Steptoe and Son (1972) 12.00 Film: 
Steptoe and Son Ride Again (1973) 1.00 
FYI Daily 1.05 Film: Steptoe and Son 
Ride Again (1973) 2.05 Wycliffe 

ITV4 

11.40 MotoGP Highlights 12.45 Live 
Snooker: Players Championship. 5.15 
Pawn Stars 5.45 Storage Wars 6.45 Live 
Snooker: Players Championship. 11.15 
Film: Tin Cup (1996) 12.15 FYI Daily 

12.20 Film: Tin Cup (1996) 1.55 Being 
Kevin Pietersen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

I. 00 Film: 17 Again (2009) 3.00 The 
Goldbergs 4.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Tattoo 
Fixers 12.00 The Aliens 1.10 Virtually 
Famous 1.55 The 100 2.40 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.25 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

II. 00 Catch That Kid (2004) 1.00 The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the 
Dawn Treader (2010) 3.10 Marmaduke 
(2010) 4.55 Sister Act (1992) 6.55 Rise 
of the Planet of the Apes (2011) 9.00 Fast 
& Furious 6 (2013) 11.35 Machete Kills 
(2013) 1.40 The Raid (2011) 3.50 Close 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


THEATRE BREAKS 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 'N 

Ticket included 

MORE SHOWS ^- 

16 APR • PHANTOM OF THE OPERA. LESMISERABLES 
30 APR . BEAUTIFUL . KINKY BOOTS . WICKED 
14 MAY • JERSEY BOYS • MAMMA MIA 

28 MAY • MOTOWN • TOM JONES STORY 

4 JUN .MAMMA MIA 

11JUN • SUNNY AFTERNOON 

25 JUN • PHANTOM > LES MIS 

16JUL • MAMMA MIA .BEAUTIFUL 

6 AUG • ALADDIN • LION KING 

3 SEP . ALADDIN . MATILDA nurwonsFA 

L travelstyletours.co.uk 

1 2 DAYS from £99.95 




2 DAYS £99.95 


OVERNIGHT BED & BREAKFAST 
• Includes admission to Legoland on both days 

mmmsmsm 



5 DAYS FROM £189.95 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Adelphi Hotel 
• Includes Beatles Tour & Cavern Club, Mersey 
River Cruise & Visit to Chester 

WSMBBBSBSB 



LLANDUDNO VICTORIAN 


EXTRAVAGANZA & TRIBUTE ACT 



2 DAYS £69.95 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Michael Buble Tribute Act • Also visits Chester 



LONGLEAT SAFARI 
Jungle Cruise & Bath 

— 


2 DAYS £99.95 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission to Safari Park, Jungle Cruise, African 
Village, Longleat House & more plus visit to Bath 




5 DAYS FROM £179.95 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Adamton House Hotel 
• Isle of Arran tour & Loch Lomond Cruise 

■11.|!UJ:IJ:»IIIW.HI|1IIIW 






5 DAYS £179.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Scarisbrick Hotel, Southport 
• Includes visits to Keswick, Kendal Market, Morecambe, 
Arnside plus Severn Lakes Circular Tour 


5 DAYS from £199.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Trecarn Hotel 
• Includes South Devon steam train ride & River Dart 
cruise, plus an afternoon Devon cream tea 







Explore more: Lake Garda, Austria, Costa Brava, Ostend, Amsterdam, Disneyland, Paris, Ireland from £189.95 


Terms and conditions apply. 
Card for illustration purposes only. 


Also r.n fg a'KO-s a RqatPjrk, Own Reach 
aj^d-it st® per* - 1.Montn§* 


P^T^Sunbeach Holiday Park, Llwyngwril, 
Gwynedd, Wales, LL37 2QQ 
t: 01341 250263 / e: sunbeach@allenscaravans.com 

www.AllensCaravans.com 
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SHOULDER OF MUTTON 

65 Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis B65 OHS 

UNDER NEW _ M ' y \ m > 

MANAGEMENT 


Selection of 

Real Ales including: 

Bathams, 

Burton Bridge, 
Enville, Holdens, 
Wye Valley and 
many more! 

[ SHOULDER OF MUTTON") 

: LOYALTY CARD 




JOIN OUR NEW 
LOYALTY CARD 
SCHEME 

lOp back for every 
£1.00 spent 
Ask inside for 
more details 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Avengers Assemble, BBC1,8.30pm 

A mystical artefact is stolen from a top-secret military 
base by Thor’s brother Loki, who plans to use it to 
bring about an alien invasion. Spymaster Nick Fury 
brings together a team of superheroes, including Iron 
Man, Thor, Captain America and the Hulk, to defend 
Earth from the impending attack. Action adventure 
uniting the Marvel comic-book characters, starring 
Robert Downey Jr, Chris Evans, Chris Hemsworth, 
Mark Ruffalo, Scarlett Johansson, Tom Hiddleston, 
Jeremy Renner and Samuel L Jackson. (2012) 

TUESDAY 

Triple Cross, BBC2,1.35pm 

Fact-based Second World War spy adventure about 
Eddie Chapman, a bank robber who became a British 
double agent in exchange for money and a full 
pardon. Following the German invasion of Jersey, 
Chapman offers to provide information to the Nazis, 
who are unaware his loyalties really lie with the British 
Secret Service. With Christopher Plummer. (1966) 



WEDNESDAY 

Snake Eyes, BBC1,11.45pm 

A corrupt cop seals off all exits in a casino after the 
fatal shooting of a US Defence Department official - 
but while frantically searching for the assassin among 
the 14,000-strong crowd, he is daunted by the sheer 
scale of the challenge. Thriller from director Brian De 
Palma, starring Nicolas Cage. (1998) 

THURSDAY 

Pretty Woman, BBC1,10.45pm 

A ruthless millionaire hires a prostitute while on a 
business trip. Realising she may be useful in helping 
him keep up a successful appearance, he pays her to 
accompany him for a week as he associates with the 
rich and powerful - but falls in love despite their many 
differences. Romantic comedy, starring Richard Gere 
and Julia Roberts. (1990) 

FRIDAY 

The Last Stand, Channel 5,10pm 

The sheriff of a small town on the Mexican border 
tries to stop a drug lord from fleeing the country. 
Action thriller, starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. (2013) 


A chilling new comedy 
series is on the horizon 


C ast your mind back to New 
Year 2014, and the one-off 
comedy Two Doors Down, 
which was set at a disastrous 
Hogmanay party. 

Well, it was disastrous for hosts 
Eric (Alex Norton) and Beth 
(Arabella Weir), who had to 
entertain their eccentric neighbours 
- viewers and critics had a whale of 
a time, which is why Two Doors 
Down is now back for a new six-part 
series. 

Writers Gregor Sharp and Simon 
Carlyle are certainly excited about 
the show making the transition from 
radio series and festive special to 
fully fledged TV sitcom, especially 
as it’s given them a chance to 
create some new neighbours to 
annoy Eric and Beth. 

One of the new recuits is played 
by Rab C Nesbitt’s Elaine C Smith, 
who Simon describes as a ‘legend! 
Elaine is equally complimentary 
about the writers, saying: “Two 
Doors Down is a fresh voice in 
comedy and, whether I was in it or 


not, I’d watch it. It had a bit of 
Abigail’s Party about it which I loved. 

“My husband saw the pilot and 
raved about it. I said to my agent ‘if 
anything comes up for Two Doors 
Down, count me in’thinking it would 
be a bit part in one of the episodes, 
so when they came back with 
Christine I was thrilled. I had been 
waiting for a role like this for a very 
long time after Rab C Nesbitt.” 

Hypochondriac Christine has 
certainly given the actress plenty to 
get her teeth into. Elaine says: 
“Christine is a single parent who 
lives with her teenage daughter, 
Sophie [Sharon Rooney]. Christine’s 
very like a man, which makes her 
liberating to play - she’s had to be 
both parents to Sophie and has the 
freedom that males in comedy 
usually have - to be outrageous. 

She has some of the best lines I’ve 
ever had the joy to act.” 

And it seems there were plenty of 
good lines left over for her female 
co-stars, Arabella, Sharon and Doon 
Mackichan, who plays Cathy. 


Elaine says: ‘Arabella had been in 
The Fast Show, I’d been in Naked 
Video and Doon in Smack the Pony 
so we’ve all come up through similar 
routes through sketch shows. 
Invariably, if you’re a woman in a 
sketch show, you’re on your own. 
Our role in the past was to feed the 
men in our shows the best lines. 

“The day we all filmed a scene in 
a garden in Bishopbriggs stands out 
to me as it was the four female 
leads and a female crew. I thought I 
was in a parallel universe! Women 
being allowed to be funny? It was 
just joyous.” 

The men will also be getting in on 
the action in this opening episode, 
as Eric accidentally leaves the 
freezer door open, so Beth decides 
to throw a party to use the up the 
food before it goes to waste. 

Everything seems to be going 
well, until Cathy decides it would be 
a nice idea for Colin (Jonathan 
Watson) to restock his next-door 
neighbours’ freezer with a whole 
Scottish salmon. 



BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Eddie Izzard: Marathon Man for Sport Relief 
BBC2, 9.40pm 

In 2009, comedian Eddie Izzard completed 43 
marathons in 51 days across the UK, eventually 
raising over £1.8milion.Then, in 2012, he planned to 
complete a staggering 27 marathons in 27 days 
across South Africa to reflect the 27 years that 
Nelson Mandela spent in prison. Sadly, he had to 
pull out for health reasons. Undeterred, Izzard 
returned to complete the challenge this year for 
Sport Relief, running over 700 miles in 
temperatures of up to 30 degrees celcius.This 
documentary covers Eddie’s journey, in which he 
also explored the history of South Africa and 
Mandela as well as visiting communities, 
organisations and families that have all been helped 
by the work of Comic Relief. 

TUESDAY 

Live International Football 
ITV, 7.30pm 

England v Netherlands. Mark Pougatch presents 
the best of the action from the friendly match at 
Wembley Stadium, as Roy Hodgson’s side 
continued their preparations for Euro 2016. 
Surprisingly, the Dutch will not be involved in this 
summer’s tournament in France, having finished a 


very disappointing fourth in their qualification group, 
below Czech Republic, Iceland and Turkey, which 
was not even enough to merit a play-off place. 


Bake Off: Creme de la Creme 
BBC2, 8pm 

We’ve had junior and celebrity versions of The 
Great British Bake Off, and now it’s time for 
another spin-off - and this one is giving the 
professionals a chance to show what they can 
do. Presented by Michelin-starred chef Tom 
Kerridge, it sets out to find Britain’s best 
team of pastry chefs, whether they come 
from top hotels or the armed forces. They’ll all 
be making stunning patisserie and desserts 
in the hopes of impressing the judges 
Benoit Blin, chef patissier at Belmond 
Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons, 

Claire Clark MBE, world- 
renowned pastry chef and 
consultant, and Cherish 
Finden, executive pastry chef at 
The Langham, London. In the 
first edition, three teams have to 
make over 100 perfect miniature 
pastries, before reinventing the 
humble apple crumble as a 
five-star dessert. 


WEDNESDAY 
Horizon 
BBC2, 8pm 

Examining Dark Energy, the mysterious force that is 
unexpectedly causing the universe’s expansion to 
speed up. Its effects were discovered in 1998, but 
physicists still do not know what it is, and its 
very existence calls into question Albert 
Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity; the 
cornerstone of modern physics. The hunt 
for the identity of Dark Energy is on, and 
although experiments conducted on 
earth and in space generate data that 
might provide a clue, physics is hoping 
another Einstein might emerge and write 
a new theory that explains the 
mystery. 


THURSDAY 
Medical Mysteries: The 
Extraordinary Swollen 
Woman & Other 
Medical Mysteries 
Channel 5,8pm 
Another batch of 
puzzling health 
issues are heading 
our way this week, 



/- 




Bake Off: Creme de la Creme, 
Tuesday, BBC2, 8pm 


so if you’re in the slightest bit squeamish, look away 
now. Pregnant women expect to get bigger in a 
certain area during their nine-month term, but 
33-year-old Izzy is suffering from bizarre swellings 
all over her body and face - but has no idea why. 
However, a new GP may be able to unlock the 
mystery of her condition. Also hoping for a miracle 
cure is Beth who, for the past two years, has been 
struggling to leave her home due to extreme 
dizziness. Now she hopes a trip to see specialists 
in the US will help her. Finally, 11-year-old James 
suffers severe reactions whenever he steps outside 
- but can a cure be found for his allergy to sunlight? 

FRIDAY 

Billy Connolly’s Tracks Across America 
ITV, 9pm 

Pack up your belongings in a spotted handkerchief 
and grab your harmonica - we’re ridin’ the rails with 
Billy Connolly. For his latest travelogue, the 
comedian is travelling across the USA by train, from 
Chicago to New York, taking in 26 states, 6,000 
miles and some parts of America that UK viewers 
rarely see on screen. Billy will even be providing his 
own soundtrack, courtesy of his banjo. In the first 
episode, he makes a stop at the Minnesota State 
Fair, where the attractions include corn beauty 
pageants and live animal births. 
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PUZZLES 


29 


BRAIN GYM 


No.370 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


H 

2 

X 

U 

D 

5 

Y 

6 E 

7 

Q 

8 

w 

R 

10 

z 


12 

B 

13 

A 

14 

N 

15 

M 

16 

G 

17 

F 

18 

P 

19 

V 

20 

c 

21 

K 

22 

s 

23 

0 

24 

1 

25 

T 

26 

J 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Service-chief? (4-6) 

7. A full round or a 
small portion (5) 

8. A tinier form of 
sloth (7) 

10. Left in error? (3,5) 

11 . Gives someone 
their due (4) 

13. Tentative 

suggestion put out 
by some animals 
( 6 ) 

15. Human or not, they 
exist (6) 

17. A French act free 
from restraint (4) 

18. Mark’s follower 
getting close but 
losing interest (8) 

21. The star is 
disturbed by what 
anonymous letters 
may contain (7) 

22. Beaten finally, and 
finished off (5) 

23. Not praised, but 
need it drag out like 
this? (10) 


Down 

1. A strike about a 
sailor may be hard 
to break (5) 

2. Reached round and 
ate it (8) 

3. A matter of some 
gravity (6) 

4. Being particular, it 
gets me to come up 

(4) 

5. Prepare to travel in 
a decent raincoat 
(7) 

6. Located the cause 
of the trouble and 
criticised (5,5) 

9. Men’s assets as a 
basis for taxation 
(10) 

12. Belief about men in 
the building (8) 

14. Possibly sore after 
the finish, but give 
approval (7) 

16. His accounts may 
be all at sea! (6) 

19. Took part, perhaps 

(5) 

20. Vehicle that could 
be an imposition on 
one (4) 



Sudoku 



4 


8 

1 




2 



2 





3 

1 


3 



2 

4 

9 


6 

4 






5 




2 


3 


9 


1 




5 



2 



8 

2 


9 

5 
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1 

7 





2 





4 


8 

7 


6 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Premonition (10) 

7. Initiate (5) 

8. Student (7) 

10. Interloper (8) 

11. Droop (4) 

13. Kidnap (6) 

15. Diminish (6) 

17. Eject (4) 

18. Protector (8) 

21. Junior (7) 

22. Concerning (5) 

23. Compassion (10) 


Down 

1. Combat (5) 

2. Disclaim (8) 

3. Requisitioned quarters (6) 

4. Dull (4) 

5. Bewilder (7) 

6. Binding (10) 

9. Revivify (10) 

12. Revere (8) 

14. Argue (7) 

16. Carrier (6) 

19. Refuse (5) 

20. Old (4) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Soup; 3 Stallion; 8 Mark; 9 
Testator; 11 Night-dresses; 13 Ritual; 14 Instep; 

17 Long drawn out; 20 On the set; 21 Able; 22 
Parasite; 23 Leas. Down: 1 Seminary; 2 Upright; 
4 Theory; 5 Latest news; 6 In the; 7 Norm; 10 
Stranglers; 12 Spotless; 15 Trouble; 16 Priest; 

18 Otter; 19 Coop. QUICK - Across: 1 Rage; 3 
Horrific; 8 Thus; 9 Distract; 11 Immeasurable; 13 
Entice; 14 Attach; 17 Fall into line; 20 Shambles; 
21 Hard; 22 Entreaty; 23 Vend. Down: 1 
Retained; 2 Gourmet; 4 Odious; 5 Retraction; 

6 Frail; 7 Cite; 10 Calculable; 12 Shielded; 15 
Agitate; 16 Infest; 18 Apart; 19 Isle. 


Niner 


At the end of which war was the Treaty 
of Sevres? 

Of which two countries, other than 
England, was Canute king? 

In which Scottish region is Edinburgh? 
For which Disney film did Elton John 
co-write an Oscar-winning soudtrack? 
What does HIV stand for? 

Whom did Josephine de Beauharnais 
marry in 1796? 


Which unit of time may be synodic, 
sidereal or calendar? 

Of which nationality was the composer 
Carl Nielsen? 

Which Cabinet Minister is an ex-Cunard 


Last week’s solutions: 


Quiz: 1 Rolls-Royce; 2 Marianas Trench; 
3 Betel nut; 4 Esau; 5 Octopus; 6 IV; 

7 North Sea; 8 Golden Fleece; 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


gives a girl’s name, 

49258 gives a second girl’s name, 
437 gives a third girl’s name. 


10. Which of its four official languages is 

9 Dirk Bogarde; 10 Parrot. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

exclusive to Switzerland? 

Niner: ABOLISHED 











Thinking space 


«BI WARWICK BUB CHEBS 

Sole No* On At Halesowen 



LIMITED 

EDITION 

2LD0F 

BRITISH 

HIPBONE 

STEAK 


Boneless 

Turkey Breast 

No waste just healthy succulent breast meat 

lb /n.99 

each 

joint for only ... 


IA' t*i 


29 Hagley Street, Halesowen B63 3AA 0121 550 1422 1 
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travel 



A must-see - Ashton Memorial with its imposing steps and views 


The lap of luxury - a suite at Lancaster House 


Lancaster House is an elegant hotel 



Perfect area to relax with a cup of coffee 


Leave reality behind and enjoy 
the chance to indulge yourself 


WHILE I may have known it was 
going to happen I must confess 
my heart sank more than a little 
when the map took us off the M6 
and in a different direction from 
the sign inviting us to The Lakes. 

It was a little bit like boarding a 
plane and being told to turn right by a 
flight attendant when you have a han¬ 
kering to be diverted left to the quails’ 
eggs, head massage and free fizz of 
business class above the elbow in the 
face of standard. 

But Lancaster, where we were headed, 
turned out to be anything but standard and 
Lancaster House the absolute lap of luxury. 

The hotel is part of the English Lakes Re¬ 
sorts and Venues chain located in the north 
west, which is well-regarded by the industry 


By Sarah Cowen-Strong 


and visitors alike. You may not have a lake 
on the doorstop or a mountain peak visible 
from the ensuite but you can certainly enjoy 
a flavour of the area from this 99-room de¬ 
light. As well as friendly northern hospi¬ 
tality, there’s a host of local delicacies to 
try created by head chef Damien Ng who 
has been at the helm for five years and has 
devised a menu that celebrates the best of 
nearby produce - and the freshest of ingre¬ 
dients - all sourced from within 25 miles of 
the hotel. We were spoilt for choice. 

How could we resist the Port of Lancaster 
Smoke House Platter, with its offerings of 
smoked trout, lemon and parsley mackerel, 
smoked salmon, and pork and black pud¬ 
ding sausage with horseradish mayonnaise? 

How could we say no to the Lancashire 
Hot Pot with its rich yet never-greasy 


confections of meat and vegetables? This 
modern and elegant hotel was bustling with 
visitors of all ages when we were there. Hik¬ 
ers and walkers relaxed cheek by jowl with 
holidaymakers lapping up the plush sofas 
and the magnificence of the Minstrel’s Gal¬ 
lery. 

Award 

The hotel, which has won an award for 
its installation of 300 solar panels, has the 
tempting Sandpiper Leisure Club. As well 
as gym equipment and a beauty salon it has 
a swimming pool and an outside whirlpool 
bath. Step back inside the main body of the 
hotel and team this experience with a cou¬ 
ple of chilled glasses of Prosecco from the 
bar and you can’t help but smile. 

Those who were using the hotel as a tour¬ 
ing base had done their homework. It’s near 
enough to the sights but far enough away 


to retain a sense of serenity. In some Lake¬ 
side towns the pavements are so full. Not 
so in Lancaster. It doesn’t attract swarms 
of day-trippers but has history and colour 
in abundance. 

Being a university city it has plenty of 
pubs, bars, clubs and coffee shops. You 
could take a tour of the town’s Lancaster 
Brewery or put yourself into expert hands 
for a tour of Lancaster Castle, which until 
2011 also operated as a prison. 

Raise your eyes to the skies and you see 
the Grade I listed Ashton Memorial which 
is 150ft tall and is visible for miles around. 
The folly was commissioned by Lord James 
Ashton in memory of his late wife and, with 
its imposing steps and views, is a must-see. 

Lancaster is a true gem. It has a charisma 
of its own yet is on the doorstep of a host of 
attractions and the Lakes are just up the 
motorway. 



COMMERCIAL FEATURE 



Shirley Aquatics, Solihull, can offer you nought per cent finance on a range of the latest aquariums 


Aquatic needs met 
with expert advice 


NOW is the most exciting 
time for the garden pond 
season at Shirley Aquatics, 
Solihull. 

Experts working on behalf of the 
business have already visited Israel 
to the fish farms of Maagan and Kfar 
Rupin and selected a large number of 
koi, goldfish and shubunkins. 

There have been new shipments of 
UK bred golden and blue orfe from 
a local supplier and sturgeon from 
Europe to complete the range. 

Koi manager Dennis Wordsworth is 
due to visit Japan in April to purchase 
a selection of the popular fish to suit 
everyone from the novice to the koi 
connoisseur. 

In addition, there is a large selection 
of marginal plants and lilies ready for 
introduction into your pond from the 
same local supplier the business has 
dealt with since it began in 1982. 

Throughout the winter sales are 
mostly of tropical and marine fish and 
equipment with the Cleair range of 



aquariums from China being a major 
part of this. 

Shirley Aquatics is the largest 
customer outside of China for these 
aquariums and the range in stock is 
unbeatable. Regular visits are made 
to Chengdu to see the factory where 
these glass and acrylic aquariums are 
produced and can now offer a nought 


per cent interest finance deal which 
makes owning one of these beautiful 
aquariums even easier. 

Shirley Aquatics was bought by 
Ronald and his son John Cook in 
1982 from the estate of Colin Roe who 
started the company in 1939. 

Once John’s son Richard finished 
his marine biology degree at Swansea 
University, he started working with his 
father and grandfather and is now the 
managing director and has helped the 
company grow into the largest aquatic 
centre in the Midlands. 

Shirley Aquatics currently employ 
26 trained staff to look after your 
enquiries, whether you need a goldfish 
in a bowl or a garden pond, Shirley 
Aquatics can help you. 

Visit www.shirleyaquatics.co.uk for 
more details. 
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Blinds4Less 


Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
“New range of chainless 
verticals and night and 
day rollers.” 

Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


DP 


BUILDING 

DESIGNS 


Plans prepared 1 
building projects 
both Commercial 
and Domestic 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Odd jobs to full refits 
Guaranteed lowest prices 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Electricians 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 


. Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

' Free quotations available Over 20 years ’ experience 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 

j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Spring- „ 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B62 8PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk |y||* £||J 


(j OFFICE: 0121 423 388310844 561 7244 


t 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


I F fT R I C 


MB '^electric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 




Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 



Mobile Hairdresser 


■mobile™ 

HAIRDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms et< 


Carpentry 


A 

jpared for 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 


07779746939 



25 Years 
experience 
All aspects 


K of carpentry 
inc: 


Stairs, Kitchens, Decking and 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a FREE quote telephone 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


Fencing 



Fencing & 
) Building 

f Services 

Family Run Business 

Over 20years experience 
*Slabbing *Block Paving *Turfing *Brick Walls 


♦Quality Fencing SUPPLIED AND FITTED 
Call us now on 

—7— 07980 931597/0121602 5352 
-- For a free quote 


LI&TFencing 



AH types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 


L 


Rius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

QUOTES 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing & Cates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Slava on 


•1384 242891 or 17970 300586 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


• Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 


Plumbing 


H OUSEHOLD 

r P L tJ l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs ( ^est 
T nc Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 y 

\ www ousehold-plumbino o uk ✓ 



Computers 


Microsoft Cloud & IT 
Infrastructure Consultancy 
& Support Services 


Windows Azure 
Office 365 
Windows Server H 
Active Di rectory« 
& Security 
Microsoft Exchange 
Hardware 
Migrations 


Hfl 


Contact us 

Email: enquiries@b62it.con 

07534 635295 


B62IT 


www.b62it.com 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 


• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

D0NT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING Y00 NEED A NEW PCT 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Double Glazing 


Hark (£mmtnj (Hazing 


Contact VS for a FBfF quote! 


Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

’A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 


&*Lesi044' eJJficAesit uxirukauM* 
that iajg+i t cojt the easith 


that ujo+vt cadt the easith 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 


01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.coni 


WCsrt COt.INN [FE.NSAJ 


Skip Hire 


W & (MM EME 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Scrap cars 
REMOVED FOR FREE 



MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, 865 OU 


irg 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


Decorating 



HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
Commercial & Residential 
Work Undertaken 


8 4 


• Painting • Flooring 

• Paperhanging • Kitchens 

• Tiling • Bathrooms 


Call Nick: 07792865975 


I nick@harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 
| Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 



MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 

Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
\ Decorators 


OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


A.S. 


Painter & Decorator 


Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 


Cleanliness 

Assured 


Call: \ 
07730 
477564 


U 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 


Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

« Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
^or 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 


We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 


&zlt fan, a ‘pIR.SS <%uote 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713163060 
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Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD | Gas Heating Services 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


(M> 


mmmsmms 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
' Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 

www.ragardenservices.net 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



SWIFT 

LANDSCAPES 



> PATIOS 

> BLOCK PAVING 

> BRICKWORK 

> DRIVEWAYS 

> GARDEN CLEARANCE 

> FENCING 

> DECKING 

> TURFING 

0121 602 5943 
07818 119 453 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
0 Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 



Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 



07538 718264 


Nick's 
Plastering 

Services iQ. essa g e paying 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 




OH PLASTERERS 




FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

Checka 

01384944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting w.~ 

• Cooker Repairs 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Inspections FREE QUOTES 

• Business 11 " EZSI «***»* Sj KH 





Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 303 0060 

www.gassafel .com 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


BLACK COUNTI 


Specialists 




3rd Generation Roofer 

5 

r 

/ 20 Years Experience 

4- 

/ Small Repairs 



✓ Gutters Cleared 
/ No Money Upfront 

1 


Fibreglass Flat 

Roof Fitters 


Property Maintenance 



CALL ON 07553 873075 / 01384 671988 

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 
★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering ★ New Fibreglass Roofs 

★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


ROOFING SERVICES 




> Gutters Cleaned From £15 
S Small Repairs From £15 
S> Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 
on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories .' 1 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 




friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 608 3522 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


Window Specialists 


Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic , Porcelain and Natural Stone 
Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 
All work undertaken • Call Tony for a free quote 


01214224116/07961604632 



Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 



1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 

















































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


lost & found 


LOST 

PATTERDALE TERRIER 

Completely black, docked 
tail, two years of age, lost 
Wednesday, March 16, 
(evening) Fowlers Playing 
Fields but may have 
travelled. Wearing green and 
yellow collar, microchipped. 


07773 100391. 



LOST TILLY 


On March 7, 2016. She is a 
short haired black and white 
cat, about 2 years old, last 
seen wearing a red collar with 
name tag, she is neutered and 
microchipped. She has white 
paws, a white tummy, bib and 
wonky moustache. 

07747 025418. 




MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

Fits easily into a car boot. 
Ideal for days out, shopping and 
holidays. New batteries. 
Can deliver. 

£275 

07905 770683 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I-x 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



ABBEY GTS 215 2-berth, 2007 reg 
with motor mover, some extras 
included, lovely condition through¬ 
out. £6,250. 07929 234867. 

CARAVAN DORMA porch awning, 
excellent condition, carbon poles, 
storm straps included. Size 225 x 
180. £150. 01902 896933. 


BAILEY SENATOR 

lovely condition, two berth, 
motor mover and tracking 
device, end bathroom, many 
extras 

£6,500. 

For more information 
01562 824108. 


CAMPERVAN 
Mazda Bongo Firendy 

Pop up roof, rock ‘n’ roll bed, 
zig zag charging, drive away 
awning. Automatic, Petrol. 

£7,500 ono. 
Telephone 

01952 882372/07779 666069. 
CHALET FOR SALE 
Clarach Bay 
Near Aberystwyth. 

2 bedroom, sleeps 4, sea view 
and club house, 
Renovated recently, 

Sight fees paid up to 2017. 

£9,250 ovno. 

07583 067789. 


BARGAIN 


COACHMAN PASTICHE 
460/2 

2007, mover, 

end bathroom, cooker, fridge, 
heater, sony sound, 
laminate/carpet floors, sun 
canopy, FSH, very good 
condition, extras included. 
£6,500. 

01902 895928. 

West Midlands. 


BARGAIN 


LUNAR QUASAR 524 

2007, 4 berth, excellent condi¬ 
tion, motor mover, awning pus 
many extras, £7,995 ono. 
(tow car available for sale if 
required) 

01562 742341. 



MOTORHOME 
SWIFT LIFESTYLE 


Fiat Ducato 2.3, 2006. 
24,000 miles. 
Excellent condition. 

£18,500 ono. 
01743 761896 or 
07778 964431. 



PEMBERTON MYSTIQUE 

40ft x 12ft, DG, CH. Sleeps 8 
people. 1 Master bedroom, with 
ensuite shower and toilet, 2 
additional bedrooms, with sep¬ 
arate bathroom (toilet and 
bath). Fully equipped kitchen 
with combi-boiler. Large lounge 
(double bed in sofa). 
Sited on Holiday Village, 
Clarach Bay, with views over 
Cardigan Bay. 

£18,500 inc 2016 site fees. 
Call 07402 542042 or email 
richardfishing@hotmail.com 


BARGAIN 


STATIC CARAVAN 

Situated Brynowen, Borth. 
Willerby 38 x 12, in its own 
private garden. 

Two bed, main with ensuite, 
DG, sea and mountain view, 12 
month season with all main 
facilities on site including indoor 
heated swimming pool, club 
etc, pet friendly, new PVC 
decking with outside lighting 
and satellite TV. 

£13,995. 

07831 414009. 






CARAVAN WANTED 

Can pick up ASAP. 
Caravan wanted. 

Call me on 07717 090817 

WANTED Modern touring caravan, 
any berth considered. 

Call Steve on 01384 274518 / 
0770 3540507. 



FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 

Sunday 27th March 


KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
DY76ER 
10.30am - 4pm 

Tel: 01384 894464 



WOLVERHAMTPON COM¬ 
MUNITY BRASS BAND 

Urgently requires players, par- 
ticulary Cornets. 

Contact 07866 024901 
for details. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



BURNHAM-ON-SEA 


Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



antique fairs 


ANTIQUES COLLECTORS FAIR 

Sunday 3rd April, Oak Park Leisure 
Center, Lichfield road, Walsall 
Wood, WS9 9PQ. Open 10am-3pm 
£1.50 entrance, £1 OAP. 
Free parking. Tel 07947271947 
PENKRIDGE ANTIQUES 
Collectors market. Thursday 7t 
April, Penkridge ST19 5AP. 
Free parking, free entry. 
Open 9am- 3pm. Tel 07947271947 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


RISER RECLINER electric, £295 
plus matching armchair, £150. Top 
quality, as new, will seprate, deliv¬ 
ery. 01902 341611. 



CREAM SETTEE large 2 seater with 
spare covers: £70. Folding single 
bed with mattress, as new: £30. 
07905 356763 or 01384 831693. 

DARK OAK DINING ROOM Table 
and Chairs plus a dresser unit, very 
good conditon £180. 

01902 880490. 

DINING TABLE, dark wood, extends 
to seat 8 people, 6 chairs: £95. 
Italian style table, seats 6: £60. 

Telephone 07973 155468. 

DINING TABLE plus matching side 
unit. 2 carvers, 4 chairs. Extends to 
8ft. Good condition. Solid wood. 
£100.ono (to collect 07527 942939) 

SIDEBOARD £70. Ikea 2 double 
wardrobes. £50 for both, two white 
sun loungers. £40. Car boot items 
£25. 07899 307165. 

TWO PIECE SUITE quality 3 seater 
and 1 chair, gold tabic, brown 
leather arms, Immaculate. Quick 
sale £400 ono. 01384 456375. 



FRIDGE FREEZER in lovely condi¬ 
tion, excellent working order, £90. 
07421 189305 


NEW WORLD GAS COOKER 

50cm, top grill, bottom oven 
with glass top, genuine reason 
for sale, still under guarantee, 
can be seen working. 

£250 ono. 

01902 851068 Brewood. 



FUSHIA PLUGS 25p. Surfinia plugs 
30p. Basket plants 30p. 

07542 972513. 


GARDEN FOUNTAIN. Brand new, 
unused. Type Singapore Stainless 
steel. Cost £310, Offers. 

Telephone 07779 053778. 



All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A VERY GOOD PRICE PAID All col¬ 
lectables from wars wanted by col¬ 
lector, medals, helmets, swords 
etc. 07511 500337. 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 


BRITISH COINS AND MEDALS 

wanted by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 



READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


URGENTLY REQUIRED: DVDs, 
CDs, DS games, blu-rays. Good 
Prices Paid. Can collect: 
Telephone 07436 018819. 



\ 

sales 


SONY SMART BRAVIA 40ins TV. 
Perfect working order, £200 ono. 
01384 233259. 

(Please leave a message). 





AERIALS FITTED 


0O9SQSSD57057 


I 0 7833 738857 1 

|jj^ ■■p.r < | 


alarms/security | 

PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 5 79592 / 07837 99 4465 

carpet & upholstery ^ 

^_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 


kPORTWRV 

'fencing 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 bays of quality fencing, CLQC 
concrete posts, gravel boards t O / J 


Heavy duty panels supplied and fitted. 

6x6 H/D Treated panels £15.95 
6x5 Feather edge panels £18.95 
8 foot concrete posts £8.95 
12 inch x 6 foot gravel boards £7.95 


0121 531 5250 / 07866 T37 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am- 12noon 
83 Portway Rd, 


Portway Rd, W'bury 


/DELIVERYN 

^AVAILABLE/ 


gardening 

services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 pi 

8 arden. 25 years experience. C< 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to can y out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


> 

house clearances 
v___ 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Shops, Schools and Commercial clearances 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed. Carriers licence held 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / " 

i decorators 

C.C. PAINTING & DECORATING 

best quotes around. OAPs 20% off. 
07874 814922 / 01902 632851. 
MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 
Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 

removals 

\___ 

A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 


Stourbridge 

Removals 



20+ YEARS EXP 
Home, Office, 

Part loads, landlord 
clean & repair service. 

House clearances. 
Quality service guaranteed 
lowest rates 

C Call John - 07802 876876 
office - 01562 640 640 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 



MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 



SKIPS 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


I •fMigjfMKKEj 



Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 
TARKA1 0yr golden small lake¬ 
land terrier cross 
GEORGE Gentle border collie, 
kind gentle, quiet home wanted 
ZIGGY 12yr old patterdale 
cross, nice chap, suit pensioner 
CHOPS white 2yr staffie, lovely 
boy, affectionate, loves to play 
SALLY 6yr red/white border 
collie 

POPPY 14wk blue mearle 
border collie girl 
ARCHIE lOmth black white 
border collie, lovely nature 

01588 676106 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


ROSIE 

Is an 11 year old chocolate 
coloured German Pointer. 

Her owners moved abroad. 
She is friendly, affection and a 
gentle girl who is good with 
children and other dogs. 

She is well behaved, loves the 
car, her food and cuddles. 

At the moment she is in a foster 
home. 

For more information 
telephone 01588 640932. 
Also other dogs: 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


BORDER TERRIER cross Shih tzu 
puppy, 8 months, female, reluctant 
sale, £300. 01384 385870. 


MINIATURE PEDIGREE Chi¬ 
huahua, female, multi coloured, all 
injections. £525. 07592 477308. 



THIS SPACE 


PROMOT I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 
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Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 

I- _-\ 




Property 




Lfc'M«BTi.i;;Bni,nii Ba 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


DUDLEY AREA 

Nice one bed flat to let. 

CH, fitted kitchen. 

£110pwk. 

Including Gas, Electric, 
Council tax and Water. 

No DSS. 

Telephone 07803 890908. 

GORNAL AREA high quality self 
contained furnished studio flat, suit 
mature single person, DSS consid¬ 
ered. 01384 821363. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton. from £85 pwk Single, 
£95 pwk DBL inc bills. No DSS. 
07970 717139. 


TIPTON 1 bed Flat also Bedsits 
available. DSS may be considered. 
07572 144637 or 07961 301577. 


TIPTON/DUDLEY PORT one bed 

ground floor flat. DSS considered. 
Call/Txt. 07779 615293. 



LC3GK 

ONE BEDROOM BRAND 
NEW LUXURY PARK HOME 

On select country park in 
Coven. 

Nice gardens, GCH, DG. 
Private parking on new 
driveway, canal walks, nice 
views. 

Semi retired / retired only. 

£59,500. 

Call 07971 307903. 

UD0K 
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ClassffiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


properties wanted 



Im, 


FOR YOUR PROPERTY 


Reposessions stopped 
Houses bought in any condition 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Legal fees paid 
Probate Estates Welcome 
Mortgages / Loans Cleared 


08001216007 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years. 




PROPERTIES 

WANTED 

✓ Any area 
✓ Any circumstances 
✓ Any condition 


Direct Sale No Chains No Stress 
Fast CASH completion 
Call Jack on 07507 865668 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 

I-N 
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Jobs 




full time - general 


Recruitment 
Open Days 


horizon 


Due to expansion we are recruiting for Residential Child Care Workers 
and Teaching Assistants. If you have the skills to give children and young 
people a brighter future then bring along your CV to one of our open 
days to meet the team. 

Saturday 2nd April 2016 from 10:00am - 4:00pm at Horizon Care, 
12 Prospect Park, Longford Road, Cannock, WS11 OLG. 
Wednesday 6th April 2016 from 10:00am - 7:00pm at 
Bloomfield School, Bloomfield Road, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 9ER. 

Full and part time contracts available. Various shift patterns, 

24 hours shifts, 42 hours per week available on a rota basis, including 
Waking Nights and Bank work. 

Great rates of pay, full training and Development, annual reward 
and recognition scheme. 

If you would like more information please email 
recruitment@horizoncare.co.uk or telephone 01543 570304. 


A-Z BUSINESS LISTINGS 



Claim your 
business listing 
today!!! 

Visit: directory.expressandstar.co.uk 

Powered by .1 


Express & Star 


Are you customer MNA Media 

focussed? 

Want to progress into sales? 


The MNA, publishers of the Express & Star and Shropshire Star, is looking for 
talented people to join our sales teams across the West Midlands and Shropshire. 
The role involves advising and selling response focussed advertising solutions to a 
diverse range of businesses across our newspaper and digital portfolio. 

Key responsibilities and skills should ideally include: 

• The ability to develop a firm business relationship with customers 

• Be able to generate new business 

• The desire to exceed minimum sales targets 

• Be creative and articulate 

• Be able to identify the best advertising opportunities that will 
enhance a customer’s marketing response. 

You will already have a proven track record in sales, or have high 
levels of customer service skills. However, if you feel you have an 
outgoing and friendly personality and would like the opportunity to 
move into a fast paced business, then we can train you to succeed 
in the role. 

Once fully qualified, you can expect to earn a good basic salary 
and an attractive OTE potential. Benefits include a company 
car for Field Sales, five weeks paid holiday, full training and 
ongoing side by side coaching. There are good career 
prospects for the right candidates to progress through to 
Senior Sales Consultants within the team. 

Please send your C.V., along with a covering letter to: 

Personnel Department 
Midland News Association 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 1ES 

Or apply by email to: hr@mnamedia.co.uk 
Closing date: 24th March 2016. 




Owners of Express & Star Ltd and Shropshire Newspapers Ltd 


Express & Star STAR 


MNA Media 

COMMUNICATION^ 

EXECUTIVE 


The Midland News Association, publisher of the Express 
& Star and Shropshire Star, is seeking a creative and 
motivated individual to deliver communications both 
internally and externally. 

The successful candidate will play a key role in the positive 
promotion of the company, its portfolio of successful print and 
digital titles, as well as the colleagues who work here. 
Candidates with up to three years’ experience from PR/ 
communications backgrounds, especially those with digital 
and internal comms experience, are of particular interest. 

Part of a growing team, this is a varied role covering all aspects 
of the communications mix. 


Salary: 

Up to £22,000 

Please send your CV along 

with a covering letter to: 

HR Department, 

Midland News Association, 
51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 
Or apply by email to: 
hr@mnamedia.co.uk 
Closing date: 

Friday April 8 


Around 50% of the role will be focused on delivering internal 
communications through the intranet, staff events and other 
activity. 

The other 50% will be focused on producing effective external 
content including offline, digital and PR. 

Working in a news publishing environment, you will need to 
demonstrate excellent writing and editing skills. The successful 
candidate will also be able to build and maintain strong 
relationships within the company and with contacts at partner 
organisations. 

We would like to hear from candidates with experience of 
delivering effective digital communications. 

This is an exciting opportunity to join a team which has made 
significant progress in improving communications over the last 
four years. 


Express & Star STAR 
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Motoring 


BMW 530 DIESEL, M Sport, 06 reg, 
fully loaded, 19in upgrade wheels, 
lady owner, lovely condition, 
£6,500 o.n.o. 01384 350369. 


i S£LLI > NGj 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 
Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 

01902 317878 


CITROEN Cl VIBE, 2008, black, 3 
door, 2 keys, MoT September, £20 
tax, 60,000 miles, very good condi¬ 
tion, £2,100. 07837 686915. 


FORD KA 

2010,17,000 miles, silver, abs, 
air bag, fsh, alarm, long MoT, 
metallic paint, pas, stereo, CD, 
family car. 

£3,150 ono. 

07913 792513. 


KIA PICANTO 2010, 4dr, 1.1, low 
tax £3 250 

Calf for details. 01384 70821. 



































































LANDROVER DISCOVERY TD5, 
2,000, full MoT, all new tyres, very 
clean,118k, £3,000 or PX for Van. 
01952 461757 / 07890 806028. 

LANDROVER FREELANDER SE 
TD4,2008, blue, 68,000 miles, MoT 
June, excellent condition. £9,200. 
01902 732041. 

MERCEDES SMART CAR (06) 44. 
Two tone blue / silver. Panoramic 
sunroof. Automatic. Petrol, 65,000 
miles. FSH. £2,350. 07966 299746. 

PEUGEOT 307 06 reg, 2 owners 
from new, FSH, full MoT, excellent 
condition. £2,450 ono. 01384 
373999 / 07527 592477. 



PORSCHE BOXSTER 


2004, 64,000 miles, MoT’d, 
excellent condition. 

£6,950. 

01743 761896 or 
07778 964431. 


RENAULT CLIO Dymanique, 59 
plate, 5-dr hatch, MoT, 33,000 
miles, excellent condition, must be 
seen, £4,495 ono. 01902 782958. 

RENAULT MEGANE DYNAMIQUE, 
2010, 55,400 miles, silver, air con, 
MoT, cruise control, alloys, £4,600. 

01902 892549. 


VAUXHALLASTRA 

Manual 5dr hatchback, 
Exclusive CDTI, 17cc, 2010, 
diesel, black, 76,000 miles, 6 
speed gear box, only £30 tax, 
air con, cruise control and all 
other mod cons, good 
condition. 

£4,300 ono. 

07843 745278. 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA hatchback, 
SRi, 60 plate, 1800 Ecotec petrol 
engine, 34,000 miles, FSH, immac¬ 
ulate. £5,500. 01902 765739. 


VW PASSAT 1.9 TD 
SALOON 

2006. Above average condition. 
Dealer FSH. Reluctant genuine 
sale. First to see will ouy. 

£3,000 ono. 

01384 621507/07535 
696469. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CHEVROLET MATIZ FLAIR, 2008, 
41,472 miles, silver, fsh, long MoT, 
central locking, sunroof, alloys, 
good condition, £1,250 ono. 

01384 381644. 

FORD FIESTA 2005 11 months 
MoT, blue, excellent condition 
inside and out. £795. 

07498 131071. 

FORD FIESTA blue 1999, 10 
months MoT, 75,000 miles, very 
reliable, £550. 01384 573502. 

FORD KA 1.3, 2001, long MoT, 
excellent runner, fully loaded, 
95,000 miles, any trial, very clean 
car, £375. 07540 474922. 

FORD KA, 2007, 66,000 miles, 
silver, MoT, metallic paint, pas, 
Bluetooth stereo. Ideal first car, 
very good condition, must be seen, 
£1,275. 07500 839010. 

HONDA ACCORD V-tec, Sport, 
blue, 1.8,4dr, MoT July 2016,131 k, 
excellent condition, £950 ono. 
07930 374986. 

MGF VVC 1998, 2 keys and fobs, 
blue, some SH, Panasonic CD, 
wheels refurbed, 81k, 12 months 
MoT, £1,450 ono. 07759 827185. 

MINI COOPER 02 reg, black with 
white roof and mirrors, MoT Feb 
2017, clean condition, drives well. 
£1,500. Call 07512 095618. 

PEUGEOT 206 SW, 53 plate petrol, 
1997cc, 64,000 miles, £450 ono. 
07802 417713. 

PEUGEOT 206 SW, 53 plate petrol, 
1997cc, 64,000 miles, £450 ono. 
07802 417713. 

PEUGEOT 206 W reg, no MoT, 
spares or repair. Good runner. £99. 
01902 751604. 

RENAULT MEGANE DYNAMIQUE, 

70k. Full MoT. 03. Usual extras. 
Beautiful condition. £750. o.n.o. 
01384 440258 or 07935 337167 

ROVER 25 2004, MoT, family owned 
from new, head gasket and belts 
done, very reliable, clean and 
looked after, £525. 07931 356797. 

ROVER 45 MoT, 53 reg, good condi¬ 
tion. £475 ono. 

07804 853287. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 2001, 
silver, RCL, CD, good condition, 
MoT, £400 ono. 

07813 932880. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6, 1998, good 
condition, MoT till January, red, 
£200. Call after 3.30pm 07855 
043992. 


VW POLO 1.4 CL. 1997,1 year MoT, 
PAS, E/W, E/M. Lady owner. Drives 
very well. £295. 07570 466779. 



MG MIDGET 1500 

Long MoT, recent respray and 
new hood, lots of new parts, 
over £1500 spent, 
Reduced price to 

£1,999. 

Telephone 01384 74272. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


ClassIfiedAds 



Homer’s" 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 


07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 




IVICB 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CHEAP RUN ABOUT WANTED 

Must be reliable with MoT, anything 
considered. 07754 121452. 

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



BMW Z4 alloy wheel with as new 
tyre, 225 x 45 x 17”. Excellent con¬ 
dition. £75 ono. 07950 637678. 

BMW Z4 alloy wheel with as new 
tyre, 225 x 45 x 17”. Excellent con¬ 
dition. £75 ono. 07950 637678. 
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Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


PHILLIS MARY 
ROGERS-WICKS (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 21 Slims 
Gate Halesowen West Midlands B63 
4AX, who died on 28/05/2015, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on 
or before 25/05/2016, after which date 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Toll End Road, Tipton) (Temporary One Way) Order 
2016, has made an Order to to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Toll End Road, Tipton from its junction with Horseley Road. The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 08/04/16, effective from 25/03/16. 
Traffic will be diverted via Horseley Road and Bridge Road. Purpose - works to gas main. 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Wrights Lane, Cradley Heath) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Wrights Lane, Cradley Heath from the junction with Cherry Orchard. 

The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 
08/04/16, effective from 25/03/16. Traffic will be diverted via Station Road, Heathfield 
Way, Highgate Street and vice-versa. Purpose - works to the gas main. 
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Personals 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

HOME HELP required, in Darlaston 
area, not caring. 

Telephone 01902 334541. 



A 49 YEAR OLD MALE 

Hardworking, loves the outdoor 
life, Country pubs, Country 
walks and is an animal lover, 
Seeking genuine female 45-50, 
for friendship. 

Box Number P20270, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11pm. 0121 472 7281. 



ATTRACTIVE GENTLEMAN 
AGE 39 

From West Bromwich area. 
Easy going, laid back, WLTM 
nice lady, aged from 35-50 for 
long term relationship. 
Photograph appreciated and 
returned. 

Box Number P20276, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



FIT FRIENDLY GUY, 70 

Would like to meet lady, any 
age, non smoker, to wine and 
dine, to put some fun back into 
life. 

Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Please write to 
Box Number P20280, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


GENTLEMAN IS SEEKING A 
GENUINE LADY 
50-67 OR SINGLE MOTHER 


My qualities, loyal, sincere, 
passionate, understanding, 
well dressed, well mannered, 
GSOH, creative writer, 5ft 6, 
very loving, understanding, 
spontaneous and adventurous. 

LTR only. 

Same qualities 


GENUINE HONEST 

Easy going tall, slim 54 year old 
male, no ties, no baggage, 
looking for a slim genuine, 
honest female who’s looking for 
someone decent in their lives. 

Box Number P20273, 

Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


WELL OFF WIDOWER 60’s 

Would like to meet genuine 
lady, for friendship, holidays 
and days out. 

Between 54-64. 
Leading to long term 
relationship. 

Box Number P20277, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 
WIDOW, BLONDE LADY 
IN 60’s 

Well dressed, looking for 
friendship, maybe more, with a 
smart genuine gentleman aged 
58-68 for outings, holidays etc. 
Photo if possible will be 
returned. 

Box Number P20278, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 



WIDOWER 

Own house and car, loves 
music and dancing, holidays in 
UK and abroad. 

Would like a relationship with 
lady with similar interests, aged 
60 to early 70’s. I have a lot of 
love to give to the right lady. 

Box Number P20271, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



PENN COLTS U’lOs SOUTH 

Are looking for Defenders / Mid¬ 
fielders to strengthen their all 
ready successful squad. 

Contact Matt Ford on 
07540 318556. 

Penn Colts 5-a side 
tournament, July 2, 3. 
Visit www.penncolts.co.uk 
for application form 


the Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

THOMAS HORTON LLP 


Box Number P20275, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

Classified - 


Strand House 70 The Strand 
Bromsgrove B61 8DQ T467044 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Sidaway Street, Cradley Heath) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Sidaway Street, Cradley Heath from the junction with Mace Street. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 22/04/16, effective 
from 01/04/16. Traffic will be diverted via Claremont Street, Trinity Street and Mace 
Street and vice-versa. Purpose - works to gas main. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Bredon Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Bredon Road, Oldbury from the junction with Martley Road to Badsey Road. The 
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 13/05/16, 
effective from 07/04/16. Traffic will be diverted via Martley Road, Badsey Road and 
vice-versa. Purpose - facilitate works to gas main. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (High Street, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
High Street, Smethwick between Stony Lane and Trinity Street. The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 10/04/16, effective from 
04/04/16. Traffic will be diverted via Stony Lane, Londonderry Lane, Coopers Lane, High 
Street and vice-versa. Purpose - repair works to a water main. 



Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star 
Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 


London Theatre 


Omega Holidays offer a superb portfolio of theatre 
breaks, managing the whole show package which 
includes travel, either by coach or rail, four-star 
accommodation and various price bands for each 
show. Make your own way breaks are also available to 
book. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two days 
Saturday Night Theatre from £169 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. 

There’s a selection of London hotels to choose from 
(supplements may apply) and rail travel is standard 
class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on Sunday. 

The ticket is for the Saturday evening. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Three days 
Theatre Showstopper from £239 95 

This popular package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday returning on Sunday. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade, plus two nights stay at a four-star London hotel 
(supplements may apply). 

Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening 
performance. 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night from £149 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159 95 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket (option 
to upgrade) and an overnight stay in an outer London hotel. 
For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the 
matinee performance before heading to the hotel for an 
evening meal, whereas the Saturday Night option is for the 
evening performance (meal not included). 

Price includes: 

/ Return coach travel 

/ One or two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Evening meal (with certain packages) 

/ Free time in London 
/ Services of a tour driver 

/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 

Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please read brochures/web 
pages for full description plus terms and conditions. Please note Star Reader 
Travel are unable to take bookings. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up 
points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show — see brochure/web page 
for details. 


DAYS: 2 OR 3 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 
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Power boost in winner 


By Matt Kimberley 


In the history of mid-life updates, 
this is possibly the smallest you’ll 
ever have seen. No cosmetic re¬ 
visions here - not even new alloy 
wheel designs. The only mechan¬ 
ical difference is a new exhaust 
system with lower back pressure 
and a 5.8kg weight saving. 

Performance-wise, you’ll have no¬ 
ticed the name is now Cupra 290, and 
true to form it has 10bhp more than the 
old one. 

A tweak in the engine management soft¬ 
ware delivers the nominal extra go, which 
comes hand-in-hand with a wider peak 
torque band. The full 258lb/ft is now put 
down between 1,700rpm and 5,800rpm; 50 
and 500rpm improvements at either end. 

There’s also Full Link phone-pairing soft¬ 
ware, so whatever your phone, it should 
hook up to the system with a degree of in¬ 
ternet connectivity. 

Nothing changes with the appearance 
because Seat has hit on a winning formula. 
The Leon is its best-selling car, and it’s the 
first real international sales barnstormer the 
company has had this decade. It ain’t broke, 
so there’s no point fixing it. The change is 
the boot badge upgrade, to Cupra 290. 

From right now you can get the 290 in 
three-door (and, most lovely) SC, do-it-all 
five-door hatch and more practical ST estate 
shapes. The ST has a couple of hundred li¬ 
tres more boot space than the 380-litre tub 
shared by the other two. There’s adequate 
rear legroom for passengers but it’s not the 
airiest place for them to be. If there was a 


black mark it would be on the white seat trim, 
because it’s the sort of thing that will get dirty 
all too easily. 

Seat hasn’t taken the chance to enliven 
the cabin, so it stays one of the least im¬ 
aginative in the hot hatch clique. The seats 
might be well-shaped and supportive, but a 
few Cupra logos and a flat-bottomed steer¬ 
ing wheel aren’t really enough any more. 

But ... hit the road and that’s forgotten. 
The free-revving 2.0-litre engine masters 
everyday driving with barely 20 per cent of its 
ability. Use a bit more right boot and fast tur¬ 
bo response gives you astonishing overtak¬ 
ing punch. Keep the throttle pinned on your 
friendly local private airfield and it’ll get to the 
155mph limiter with ease. It’s a monster. 

It also sounds better. That new exhaust 
gives it more of a growl both inside and out¬ 
side the car, and, unless I was dreaming, it’s 
a bit louder, too. Both good things. 

It changes direction like a rogue firework, 
even under power, if you’re skilled enough to 
handle it that way. The VAQ slip-limiting sys¬ 
tem is as good now as it always was - i.e. su¬ 
perb. Be aware, though, it’s much firmer on 
the track-biased Michelin Pilot Cup 2 tyres, 
which you can add as options. The standard 
Continentals are much more forgiving. 

With the Cupra 265 confined to the bin 
(almost no one bought one), the entry point 
is now the full-fat and beautiful SC. The 
highest-spec Focus ST is more than £2,000 
cheaper (before haggling), but it’s not as 
accomplished a motor. On the other hand, 
a Civic Type R is more expensive and you 
get less equipment to show for it. The Leon 
could be a bit better equipped, as evidenced 
by the now-huge options list, but everything 
you really want is on the car already. In terms 
of value, it splits the pack, but it depends 
what each buyer is actually looking or hop¬ 
ing for. 



If this car was a: 

Power Ranger it would 
be the red one. It’s an 
all-rounder, a leader 
and boy does it have 
some skills 


The flagship Cupra still isn’t that common 
a sight in the UK, but owners are the type 
who exchange a nod and a wave. It’s like a 
secret shared between two strangers: it’s a 
hell of a car, and those who’ve bought one 
know exactly why. 

The Cupra 290, like the 280 before it, is 
part of modern hot hatch legend - if only 
within the scene itself. 

This car summed up in a single word: 
Mighty 

If this car was a: Power Ranger it would 
be the red one. It’s an all-rounder, a leader 
and boy does it have some skills. 


TESTED 


Seat Leon Cupra 290, from 
£28,375 

Engine: 2.0-litre turbocharged petrol 
producing 286bhp and 258lb/ft 
Transmission: Six-speed manual 
driving the front wheels 
Performance: Top speed 155mph, 
0-62mph in 5.6 seconds (SC) 
Economy: 40.4mpg combined 
Emissions: 164g/km 



Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 

Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Road Halesowen B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 


Swift SZ-L 1.2 Petrol Manual and Automatic official fuel consumption figures in mpg (L/lOOkm): Urban from 46.3 (6.1), extra urban from 64.2 (4.4) combined from 56.5 (5.0). 
Official C02 emissions from 116g/km. 

Fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. 0% APR representative on Suzuki Personal Contract Purchase. Maximum 43 month term. Terms and Conditions apply. Offer available on registrations 
of Suzuki Swift SZ-L between 1st February 2016 to 31st March 2016, subject to availability. This finance offer is at a rate better than that of High Street lenders. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to Suzuki Financial Services. The offer above 
is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. The offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Finance is provided, subject to status by Suzuki Financial Services Ltd. Applicants must be 18 years or over and UK resident 
(excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man). Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. 
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Astra Sports 
Tourer now in 
showrooms 

The new Astra Sports Tourer is now on sale 
priced from £16,585 on-the-road, with first 
cars arriving in Vauxhall showrooms this 
March after its global debut at the 2015 
Frankfurt Motor Show. 

One of the UK’s top-selling and best-loved cars, 
Astra is a household name for British car buyers with 
almost three million sold in the UK over the last 36 
years, including 50,000 in the last 12 months. More 
than 25 per cent of British motorists have either 
owned or driven an Astra, so reaction to a new model 
will always be felt across the market. 

The Astra Sports Tourer is based on an all-new lightweight 
vehicle architecture with a new design, powertrains and 
technology. It is built at Vauxhall’s Ellesmere Port plant in 
Cheshire. It is the only plant to build this body style. 

The Sports Tourer has proved a popular car in the UK 
market, with sales making it the third most popular estate 
car sold in 2015 with key rivals including the Ford Focus Es¬ 
tate and the Volkswagen Golf Estate. With a fleet/retail sales 
split of 80:20, it holds great appeal as a company car, tak¬ 
ing drivers from their daily commute to weekend activities. 
The Sports Tourer will also appeal to private buyers who are 
looking for a practical family car. 

Vauxhall’s all-new Astra and Astra Sports Tourer have se¬ 
cured 2,000 jobs at the Ellesmere Port manufacturing plant 
in Cheshire after workers won a long-term contract and a 
£140 million investment from GM. 

UK firms, including those in manufacturing, utilities, 
construction, transportation and storage, benefit from ap¬ 
proaching £70 million gross value added that results directly 
from Vauxhall’s investment in Ellesmere Port (source: Cen¬ 
tre for Economics and Business Research). 

And this great British success story doesn’t end there. 
The Astra range was designed by a team led by Brits Mark 
Adams and Malcom Ward. In his role as Vauxhall/Opel’s de¬ 
sign director, Ward follows in the footsteps of both his father 
and grandfather who both worked at Vauxhall. 

Also looking forward to a bright futures is Vauxhall’s other 
UK manufacturing plant, Britain’s leading commercial ve¬ 
hicle plant, located in Luton, where the Vivaro van is pro¬ 
duced. Workers in Luton won a similar long term contract to 
their colleagues at Ellesmere Port. Their agreement runs for 
10 years after a £125 million investment that secured 1,500 
jobs. 

The latest generation Sports Tourer has almost the same 
dimensions as the outgoing model. While the driver can 
enjoy 26 millimetres of additional headroom, passengers in 
the rear have 28 millimetres more legroom. The new Astra 
Sports Tourer can take up to three child seats in the rear and 
can also carry up to 1,630 litres of luggage thanks to the 
efficient packaging. 

Inside, gracefully sculpted shapes are combined with pre¬ 
mium materials and functional clarity. Switches and controls 
are reduced to an absolute minimum, supporting the effi¬ 
ciency and ease of use that is at the core of the Astra. The 
centrepiece of the new Astra’s interior is the award-winning 
IntelliLink system. The location of the system was carefully 
selected to ensure both an ideal view of the display as well 
as easy reach and use. 

Lightweight 

The Sports Tourer is based on an all-new lightweight ar¬ 
chitecture. Its body is more lithe and aerodynamic and is 
also driven by powerful, weight-optimised engines. The new 
Astra Sports Tourer is up to 190kg lighter than its predeces¬ 
sor. It is the most aerodynamically efficient estate car built by 
Vauxhall with a co-efficient drag-value of 0.272 making it as 
streamlined as the five-door variant. 

The bodyshell and structure alone are around 85kg light¬ 
er. High-strength and ultra-high-strength lightweight steels, 
more compact subframes as well as modification to the front 
and rear suspension all contributed to this result. Further 
size and mass-optimisation measures include shorter front 
and rear overhangs, an exhaust system that is up to 25 per 
cent lighter and smaller wheels and tyres that weigh up to 
11.5kg less. The brake system has less mass to decelerate, 
making a more compact design possible (weighing 10kg 
less) while delivering even better braking performance. 

Another plus on the efficiency side is the latest-generation 
Vauxhall engines. They distinguish themselves with their 
compact and ultra-efficient design: for instance, the new 1.4 
ECOTEC Direct Injection Turbo engine now weighs less. Its 
aluminum engine block alone is 10kg lighter than the cast- 
iron block of its predecessor. 

Reduced weight also leads to noticeably higher agility 
while saving fuel and C02 emissions. The Sports Tourer 
with the 1.0-litre Turbo and Easytronic 3.0 combination is an 
economical and clean high-tech petrol engine. The engine 
portfolio has helped boost efficiency with outputs ranging 
from HOPS to 200PS and fuel consumption and combined 
C02 emissions of up to 83.1 mpg and 89g/km respectively. 

For the first time on a Vauxhall, the tailgate can be opened 
without a touch or a remote control. In order to improve 
loading space the Sports Tourer Elite model comes with 
40/20/40 foldable rear seats enabling even more flexible 
loading space configurations. The FlexOrganiser product 
range with side rails, dividing nets and various fastening op¬ 
tions is available as an option so that all loaded materials 
can be stored safely and tidily. 




MASSIVE SAVINGS 

on delivery miles JAZZ & CIVIC 



• air con 

• cruise control 

• DAB radio 

• magic seats 



NEW JAZZ 1.3 SE CVT 


m-wj+iii-H 

■ Cost New £16,595 


• 15 "alloys 

• auto head light and wipers 

• forward collision warning 

• front & rear parking sensors 


CIVIC 1.8 SPORT 5DR 


SEUEESJ 

■ vuss 



CIVIC 1.8 SE PLUS 5DR 


^ smmii 

to MMMliM 


• l7"alloys 

• front fog lights 

• rear parking camera 

• rain sensing wipers 

• 6 speakers 

• climate control dual auto a/c 


Cost New £20,485 


• front & rear parking sensors 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• 2 x USB/HDMI connection 

• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display with 
AM/FM/DAB tuner, Aha® app integration & internet 
browsing, internet radio 


• 17"sport alloys 

• black roof lining 

• privacy glass 

• sports grille 

• body coloured spoiler 

• climate control 


Cost New £20,535 


• cruise control 

• front & rear parking sensors 

• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display 
with AM/FM/DAB tuner, internet radio, Aha® app 
integration, internet browsing, Garmin® navigation 

• rear parking camera 


CIVIC 1.6 SR DIESEL 5DR 



Garmin® Sat Nav Optional £500 
Cost New £22,350 


• l7"alloys 

• climate control (a/c) 

• cruise control 

• reversing camera 

• front fog lights 


• privacy glass 

• DAB radio 

• 2 x USB connectors 

• Honda Connect System 

• front & rear parking sensors 


CIVIC TOURER 1.6 SR DIESEL 



• 16 "alloys 

• cruise control 

• climate control (a/c) 

• DAB radio 

• auto lights & wipers 

• leather upholstery 


I.IUJJIJUI.MEI 
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■ Cost New £24,315 ■ 


• glass roof 

• privacy glass 

• front fog lights 

• heated front seats 

• Honda Connect System with Garmin® sat nav 

• front & rear parking sensors with reversing camera 





Cost New £26,615 


• l8"alloys • cargo pack 

• cruise control • privacy glass 

• climate control (a/c) • leather upholstery 

• DAB radio • heated front seats and Magic seats 

• auto lights & wipers • Honda Connect System with Garmin® sat nav 

• front fog lights • front & rear parking sensors with reversing camera 


BRINDLEY GARAGES 


Brindley Cannock 

Walsall Road 
CannockWSI I 0JP 

01543 406609 


Brindley West Bromwich 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 
West Bromwich B70 0NR 

0121 629 0990 


www.brindley.co.uk 

Brindley Wolverhampton 

West Street, off Stafford Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 690601 
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Express Repairs for jy 
Minor Accident Damage 



✓Bumper scuffs 


✓Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches 

Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 


✓Dented panels 



ChipsAway fj 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


Express & Star 



KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE 
LATEST MANUFACTURER 
& DEALER OFFERS 
RY VISITING 
OUR SHOW.. 




I REVIEW YOUR MEW 

REFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 


DRIVING EXPERIENCE 

: - COST OF OWNERSHIP 

- DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 

Evi 

DEC 

IRI 

EVI 

EMI 

sBd 

EALERSHIP INFORMATION 
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DRIVETIME 


Internet of cars 


There is much hype about how cars are be¬ 
coming more connected to the internet and 
smartphones, but this is not the only future 
for the car. 

Almost every car maker now talks about how connected 
their cars are, how easily they can pair with your smart¬ 
phone and offer instant access to the internet and all of 
the functions on your phone. Handy as all this is, there is 
also a future where the car is not simply a glorified mobile 
phone carrier. 

A future of connected cars has many upsides, as cars 
will be able to communicate their position to other vehi¬ 
cles and allow for some, or total, autonomous driving. This 
should help reduce collision rates and bring down serious 
injury and fatality numbers on our roads. There is also a 
future of instant traffic information, navigation and even the 
car checking itself in for a service having already told the 
garage what needs attention. 

All of this is good progress, yet a connected car future is 
not all sweetness and light as there are consequences of 
allowing our vehicles to communicate with the world out¬ 
side its windows. 

For starters, there are already concerns about the securi¬ 
ty of vehicles that have an internet connection. 

There have been a small number of instances where 
connected cars have been ‘hacked’ so the driver does not 
have control of the vehicle. The outcome of this scenario 
is a car could be maliciously controlled with the driver in it 
or unlocked, started and stolen without the need for a key. 

It’s estimated that 89,000 cars in London in 2013 were 
stolen using electronic hacking, so this is a problem al¬ 
ready afflicting car owners. 

Another downside of cars becoming more connected 
and being able to book themselves in for a service without 
you having to lift a phone or tap a keyboard, is cost. A car 
with more technology fitted is going to cost more than one 
without, so the price you pay up front to buy or lease a car 
will be greater. 

More costs will come in replacing any component that is 
connected to the car’s onboard monitoring, as every part 
will require a sensor. Add complexity to a component and 
it rises in price to manufacture and fit a replacement. In a 
worst-case scenario, cars could fail MoT tests or even be 
scrapped because a sensor has failed and it’s too expen¬ 
sive to replace even if the car otherwise drives perfectly 
well. 



Connected cars also open up a debate about privacy and 
civil liberty. If a car is connected to the internet, it can easily 
be monitored for position and speed. This could mean any 
driver parking illegally or breaking the speed limit by even 
the slimmest margin could be automatically fined. 

Insurance companies might also impose stricter usage 
conditions that can then be monitored 24-hours a day, 
which could be good news for those seeking to lower their 
premiums. However, how much information will be shared 
with insurance companies, council parking attendants and 
the police? 

Car companies and governments are working to estab¬ 
lish these guidelines, but don’t expect the car to become 
little more than a big mobile phone too soon. 



Halesowen Autos 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 






10/10 Mercedes E200 Blue-CY Sport CGI Estate 

7 Seater, 52k, Black, Black Leather,Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£13995 / £72 Per Week 


a 


06/56 jaguar XJ Sovereign 2.7TDVI Diesel Automatic 
60k, Silver,Alloys, Premium Cream Leather, Sat- 
Nav.Top Spec - Every Extra 

£9995 / £51 Per Week 



09/09 Audi A4 2.0TDI Diesel 143 SE 

5dr MultitronicAuto Estate, 88k, Black, Alloys, 
Digital Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£9495 / £49 Per Week 



09/09 Audi A31.8 TFSi Convertible 

50k, Blue,Alloys, E/Hood, E/Windows, 

Air con, CD Player 

£8995 / £46 Per Week 



10/10 Saab 9-3 Linear SE CabrioletTID 1.9 Diesel 
*0NE OWNER* Black, Cream Leather, Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, E/Hood, E/Windows 

£7995 / £42 Per Week 



09/09 Mini Cooper 1.6 Convertible 

35k,White with Black Hood,Alloys, CD, 
E/Windows, E/Hood 

£7995 / £42 Per Week 


[Z 


08/08 Jaguar X-Type 2.2DS Diesel 
4dr Automatic, 59k, Blue,Alloys, Half Cream 
Leather, Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 



09/59 Mini Cooper Diesel 

52k, Black with Chequered Roof,Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 


06/56Toyota Rav-4 XT4 D-4D 2.2 Diesel 4WD 

5dr, 75k, Silver,Alloys,Air Con, CD, 

EA/Vindows, E/Sunroof 

£6795 / £35 Per Week 



09/09 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 
3 dr, ONLY 26k MILES, Mauve, Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£5995 / £32 Per Week 


13/13 Peugeot 1071.0 Allure 
14k,Black,*ZEROROADTAX* Alloys, 

Air Con, CD with Aux, EA/Vindows 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 



10/10 Skoda Fabia l.9TDi Sport 
60k, Mauve with White Roof, Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 


08/08 Renault Kangoo 1.6 Expression 
Automatic, ONLY 20k MILES, Blue, E/Windows, 
CD, Spacious MPV 

£4495 / £26 Per Week 



04/54 Mercedes C180K Avantgarde SE 

4dr Automatic, 76k, Silver, Alloys, 

Half Leather,Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£3995 / £23 Per Week 



08/08 Ford Mondeo 2.0TDCi Diesel Edge 

5dr [ 140] Automatic, 118k, Blue, 

Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£3695 / £20 Per Week 



08/08 Ford Focus Zetec l.6TDi Diesel 
3 dr,*ONLY £30 ROAD TAX* 99k, Blue,Alloys, 
Air Con, EAA/indows, CD 

£3695 / £20 Per Week 


07/07 Citroen Xsara Picasso VTX 1.6 HDI Diesel 
59k, Beige,Alloys,Air Con, CD, EAA/indows, 
Panoramic Sunroof 

£3695 / £20 Per Week 


09/59 Citroen C3 l.l First 

43k, Black,Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows, 

Ideal I st Car 

£2995 / £16 Per Week 


Finance example: 05/05 Nissan X-trail 2.2 dCi, Cash Price £3495, Deposit 300, Amount of credit £3195, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% Apr, 60 Payments 
_ of £69.90 (£16.13 per week) Total amount payable £4793.44 (Includes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) _ 


I 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


expressandstar.com/drivetime 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 






































































Stourbridge Titans are looking to build on their success in the third tier of the British Baseball Federation 


Alan Jones, catcher and number 2 in the order, gets in some practice 



Titans player Alex Darby, second base 



Big-hitting from Titans during training 


Big-hitting baseball 
Titans pitching in 
for a brighter future 


STOURBRIDGE Titans baseball club 
are looking to build on their success 
story by catching the next genera¬ 
tion of stars. 

The Titans have made impressive pro¬ 
gress since realising their dream to form 
a a club five years ago. They now compete 
in the British Baseball Federation AA Cen¬ 
tral Division. 

Shaun Healy, Corey Millard and Samantha 
Smith were the founder members who got the 
ball rolling in 2011. And after a testing couple 
of seasons the Titans have excelled on the field, 
winning the league title in 2014 and finishing 
runners-up last year. 

They now boast a senior squad of up to 25 
players and are looking to the future as baseball 
grows in popularity this side of the Atlantic. 

“The founders of the club were Shaun, Corey, 
Samantha,” said secretary Stuart Walton, who 
traded bowling off-spin for Coseley Cricket Club 
for a shot at pitching with the Titans. 

Diamond 

“They all played at the start and Shaun and 
Corey still do now. 

They used to play for Birmingham Bandits, 
but they were travelling a long way because 
they lived in Stourbridge. So they said ‘right, we 
want to start a new club of our own’. And so they 
started the club at Thorns Community College 
which is where we are based. 

“We had one of the old playing fields and we 
built everything ourselves, an 18ft high back¬ 
stop, the diamond, everything. It was the whole 
Field of Dreams - if you build it they will come. 
Then it was a question of recruiting players. I 
think I was one of the first to join up. 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“We had one of the old 
playing fields and we built 
everything ourselves. It 
was the whole Field of 
Dreams - if you build it 
t hey wil[ come. _ 

“I used to play cricket and I had an interest in 
baseball. But I was never going to get any fur¬ 
ther at cricket and I got more of a buzz from 
playing a new sport. 

“I was enjoying the fact that it was something 
new and that I was learning new things.” 

Walton is now keen for other people to enjoy 
that buzz, especially youngsters keen to try a 
new sport and chase a possible Olympic dream. 

“One of the things we are really trying to do is 
develop a youth team,” he said. 

“We started Junior Titans towards the end of 
last year to try to get more kids involved in the 
game from around our area. 

“We were focused on getting the field ready 
and building the senior team and our next focus 
is getting the youth team together. We need to 
keep the club alive. 

“Baseball is going to be seriously considered 
for the 2020 Olympics. That won’t be decided 
until this August, but it looks very likely. The 
Olympics are in Japan and it’s Japan’s national 


sport. In four years time you could actually be an 
Olympian and playing for the GB team.” 

No prior knowledge of baseball is required 
to play the sport with Titans well-stocked with 
coaches and kit to help newcomers learn the 
ropes. 

“We have one guy who is from America who 
played at high school when he was in America 
but everyone else started from scratch,” Walton 
said. “One of the big things we need to do is to 
raise awareness. Most people don’t even realise 
baseball is played in this country, never mind 
that there is a side in Stourbridge,” he added. 

Titans compete in the third tier of the British 
Baseball Federation set up with the new season 
starting in April. 

Birmingham Bandits, Long Eaton Storm, 
Nottingham Rebels, Leicester Blue Sox and Mil- 
ton Keynes Bucks are their league rivals with 
matches played on Sundays on a double-header 
basis. 

Travelling 

“We play double-headers over seven innings 
to cut down on the travelling,” added Walton. 

“If you get out, then another eight batters 
later you are in again. Your day is not ruined if 
you get out first ball. 

“In cricket you can get out first ball and end 
up paying six quid for your tea to field for 50 
overs. In baseball, if you get out it’s not that big 
a deal because you get to bat again.” 

Anyone interested in joining the Titans, or 
going along for a taster session, should contact 
Stuart Walton on 07854 353335. 

Training is on Sunday mornings during the 
winter at Thorns Community Centre, from 
11.30am-1.30pm, and on Tuesdays from 6.30pm 
at the same venue during the season. 



Coach Jeff Nash during training 



First base and pitcher Karl Ensor 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Glassboys’ 
hopes dealt 
major blow 

Stourbridge 1 Ashton Utd 2 

STOURBRIDGE suffered a severe set¬ 
back to their play-off prospects home to 
promotion rivals Ashton despite early ef¬ 
forts by Glassboys strikers Karl Hawley 
and Justin Richards. 

Chris Lait put Hawley clean through 
after eight minutes but the league’s 
top marksman fired straight at Ashton 
‘keeper Paul Phillips. Then Richards 
miscued in front of goal. 

On the 26th minute defender Dan 
Scarr robbed Ashton’s Matty Chadwick 
when clean through on goal. 

The match turned on 28 minutes 
when James Dean got goal side of Glass¬ 
boys defender Stuart Pierpoint and went 
through only to be brought down by 
Pierpoint, who was sent off. Chris Bagu- 
ley converted the penalty. 

Stourbridge were forced to regroup, 
Lait being sacrificed for substitute de¬ 
fender Joe Hull. Despite being down to 
10 men, Stourbridge still had a chance 
to claw themselves level when full back 
Kristian Green played through Hawley 
but the striker’s shot lacked enough 
power to trouble Phillips. 

Matters worsened on 42 minutes when 
Dean beat the offside trap to slot home 
past advancing Glassboys ‘keeper Mat¬ 
thew Gould. 

Stourbridge struggled to make any im¬ 
pact after the break as Ashton defended 
in depth at every opportunity. But Stour 
threw themselves a lifeline on 78 min¬ 
utes when Matt Dodd crossed to the far 
post for Junior Smikle to smash home, 
but it was only to be consolation. 

Workington 1 Stourbridge 1 

Glassboys were held to a third straight 
league draw after taking a first-half 
lead through Sean Geddes’ free-kick at 
fourth-placed Workington on Saturday. 
Then Stourbridge were pegged back by 
Joe McGee’s header. 

Triple swoop by 
cricket side to add 
strength in depth 

HALESOWEN Cricket Club have made 
a triple swoop to bolster their playing 
ranks ahead of the new season. 

It’s a welcome return for former play¬ 
ers Mark Fisher, back from Kiddermin¬ 
ster, and Mohammed Shauib after a spell 
with neighbours Old Hill. 

Charlie Tromans has also ended his 
self-imposed exile from the game, which 
lasted two seasons, to pledge his imme¬ 
diate future to the club. 

Fisher is back at the club where he 
started out after ending last season with 
more than 330 runs under his belt and 
an average of 33. 

Shauib averaged 38 and notched 612 
runs in an Old Hill team which suffered 
relegation. Tromas is widely regarded as 
one of the most talented players to have 
come through the Halesowen ranks and 
his all-round ability will be a valuable 
asset. 

Skipper Richard Brooker said: “We 
had a great finish to the season last year 
but there were times where we needed 
strength in depth in batting and by add¬ 
ing Mark, Shauib and Charlie we now 
have some quality to choose from.” 


Chairman's thanks as he steps down 


COLIN Brookes has thanked supporters 
of Halesowen Town for their kind words 
after announcing he will step down as 
chairman at the end of the season. 

The 74-year-old first began working 
for the Yeltz 21 years ago and spent 17 
as general manager before being asked 
to become chairman in 2012. 

A former professional, Brookes signed 
for Manchester United just months be¬ 
fore the Munich air disaster but primar¬ 
ily made his name at Barnsley. He had 
Chairman Colin Brookes Piayed for the same England schoolboys 



Halesowen Town 


team as Nobby Stiles and also turned out 
for the likes of Albion and Peterborough. 

After hanging up his boots, he became 
a policeman in the West Midlands before 
beginning work with Halesowen. 

After the club secured their status in 
the Evo-Stik Premier Division on Satur¬ 
day, Brookes felt the time was right to 
step down as chairman. “I have had 17 
wonderful years as general manager and 


another four fantastic years as chair¬ 
man,” Brookes said. “But I just feel the 
time is right to step down. I’m 74 years 
old and haven’t got quite as much energy 
as I once had. It’s sad to go but I have 
had many wonderful comments from 
supporters. I’d really like to say thanks.” 

Boss John Hill added: “It has been an 
absolute privilege to have Cohn Brookes 
as my chairman.” 

On Saturday, Yeltz made it back-to- 
back away wins, beating Ilkeston Town 
3-1, Kaiman Anderson scoring twice. 


HALES LEFT IT 
JUST TOO LATE 


Lichfield 27 Old Halesonians 24 

OLD Hales first team travelled 
to Lichfield in an effort to grasp 
a play-off position. 

The target looked doubtful given the 
points difference with Scunthorpe in 
second and Hinckley in first. 

After 10 minutes Lichfield broke free for an 
early try but forward pressure saw Hales skipper 
Rich Taylor drive over for an unconverted try to 
draw level. 

Lichfield immediately came back for a try to 
regain the lead 10-5 and, although the visitors 
were stronger in the set scrum and forward play, 
scored again on 30 minutes to lead 15-5. 

Strong defence by Tom Jordan, Max Macfar- 
lane, Steve Leach and Owen Jones (who had 
replaced injured Tom King) steadied the Hales 
ship, while Ben Hughes, Ben Barkley and Mac- 
farlane did their best to make ground. On 35 
minutes Leach got over the line to pull the score 
back to 15-10 at half time. 

The restart saw both sides trading scores with 
young Hales scrum half Jamie Keen and Dave 
Hadkiss producing plenty of ball. Handling was 
not precise enough and, in a game of small mar¬ 
gins, errors were to be the difference. 

On 50 minutes Lichfield breached the Hales 
defence to increase their lead to 20-10. Hales 
responded with Jones diving over for a try, con¬ 
verted by Hadkiss 20-17. 

Again Lichfield came back - the strength was 
in their backs whilst Hales were dominant in the 
pack. Lichfield were jubilant as they crossed the 
line with a converted try to lead by ten points 
with 15 minutes to go but Hales were not out of 
it. On 77 minutes hooker Sam Jones drove over 
for a try converted by Hadkiss to pull back to 
27-24 with just three minutes to go. 

Last efforts by Jones, Barkley and Macfarlane 
made ground but time had run out and at the 
final whistle the home side were victorious with 
Hales getting the consolation of two bonus points 
for four tries and a losing bonus. 

Hales will have a break this Saturday then 
meet Longton at home on April 2 at 3 pm 

Old Hales 2nds should have played Old Pate- 
sians 2nds but they cried off late - so Old Hales 
2nds arranged a friendly at Bridgnorth which 
saw them beat Bridgnorth 2nds 5-12. 


Tennis ace shows Cajun class 



Jordanne Whiley in action at the Cajun Classic in Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


HALESOWEN’S Jordanne 
Whiley clinched her second 
singles title of 2016 - and the 
fourth ITF 1 Series singles 
title of her career - when she 
beat Dutch top seed and world 
No.3 Aniek van Koot in the 
women’s singles final at the 
Cajun Classic in Baton Rouge. 

World No.4 and second 
seed Whiley claimed her first 
singles title at the Louisiana 
tournament on Sunday after 


beating van Koot 7-6 (7), 6-1 
for her fourth career win over 
the former world No.l. 

“I’m really happy with my 
performance this week, espe¬ 
cially as I’m coming back from 
injury. I’ve been working on 
some new stuff at home and 
this just shows its paying off! 
I can’t wait now for South Af¬ 
rica in two weeks’ time”, said 
Whiley after winning one of 
two titles in Baton Rouge for 


Photo: William Greiner 

Brits on the Tennis Foun¬ 
dation’s Wheelchair Tennis 
World Class Programme. 

Whiley ended the event with 
four straight sets wins, three 
of them coming against fellow 
world top 10 ranked players 
Whiley will now prepare for 
the next Super Series event on 
the Uniqlo Wheelchair Ten¬ 
nis Tour - the South African 
Open - which takes place in 
early April. 


Heathens 
return to 
Monmore 

CRADLEY boss Will Pottinger is relish¬ 
ing the prospect of taking the team back 
to Wolverhampton for home meetings - 
starting next Monday against Belle Vue. 

The Heathens have a long unbeaten 
record at Monmore and the switch back 
there from Perry Barr has been wel¬ 
comed by fans and riders alike. 

A bumper crowd is expected for the 
opener which sees the return of Matt 
Williamson in Belle Vue colours after 
he quit Cradley in the winter to join up 
with his local club. 

Said Pottinger: “It goes without say¬ 
ing that being at Monmore Green once 
again is a boost for the club. 

“Everyone just seems to feel a bit more 
at home with that as our home track, 
and in previous years we’ve created a 
great home track advantage there. 

“We’ve still got a long-standing un¬ 
beaten run there which we’ll be aim¬ 
ing to continue, and although we had 
a decent record at Perry Barr last year, 
having the level of home advantage that 
Monmore offers is a real positive from 
our point of view. 

“We’ll be hoping to take advantage 
of that and get some big home wins to 
boost our confidence and hopefully pick 
up maximum points from our home 
meetings.” 

Heathens bosses have also revealed 
the club’s new race jacket design for the 
2016 with a nod to the past. The Hea¬ 
then head and hammer are reunited in a 
red circle with sponsors logos. 

Club Director Nigel Pearson said: “It’s 
never easy combining so many commer¬ 
cial partners with the club logo in a lim¬ 
ited space, but we feel we’ve achieved it 
quite well. 

“Our fans love the history of the club 
but we also have to promote the younger 
element of support and that’s something 
we will continue to do.” 

Swimming club in 
action at home pool 

HALESOWEN swimmers were swim¬ 
ming at their home pool for the second 
round of the Worcester Winter League. 

Worcester and Stourbridge fought 
for top spot, eventually tying for first 
place. Final scores were Worcester A 
189, Stourbridge A 189, Halesowen 156, 
Droitwich 107, Orion 100, Oldbury 92. 

Individual event winners from Hale¬ 
sowen Swimming Club were James 
Cuthbert in the boys 15 years and under 
100m freestyle, Mark Laing in the men’s 
open 100m backstroke and Jack Simp¬ 
son in the men’s open 100m freestyle. 
The open 6x1 mixed freestyle relay team 
also grabbed a first place in the last race. 
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CALL FOR A FREE CONSULATION 


_Z?ee 


CDT RCS ENG RDT. 


15B HALESOWEN RD., NETHERTON DY2 QG 



HOME VISITS 
AVAILABLE 


DentureO 

Over 20 Years Experience in Dentistry 

Providing a professional, personal 
& discreet service. Patient 
satisfaction is our highest priority. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


GI<AfcJ) 

m IHEAIRE 


SHOWS FOR ALL THE FAMILY AT 

WOLVERHAMPTON GRAND THEATRE 



BOOK ONLINE grandtheatre.co.uk 


BOX OFFICE 01902 42 92 12 
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MON 9 MAY TUES 10 MAY 

GLUCK: MOZART: 

IPHIGENIE EN DON 

TAURIDE GIOVANNI 


ENGLISH TOURING OPERA 

SPRING 2016 SEASON 


SUN 5 JUNE 

CLARE TEAL 
& GUY BARKER 


m 

m 


TUES 28 JUNE - SAT 2 JULY 

SWAP! 

A HILARIOUS NEW COMEDY 


SV»&P‘ 


GRADsD 

•• ( at i r 


■ £ 


SPRING TO 
WINTER 2016 


YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT'S ON AT 

WOLVERHAMPTON GRAND THEATRE , 


TUES 24 - SAT 28 MAY 

MADE IN DAGENHAM 
- THE MUSICAL 


madem ~ 

Dagenham 


— 


FRI 10-SAT 11 JUNE 

NORTHERN BALLET'S 
JANE EYRE 


MON 18-WED 20 APRIL 

END OF THE 
RAINBOW 

, LISA MAXV1ELL as JUDY GARLAND 


1*0 


BOOK ONLINE grandtheatre.co.uk 


BOX OFFICE 01902 42 92 12 
























SAT 24 SEPTEMBER 

AN INTIMATE EVENING 
WITH JUSTIN HAYWARD 


TUES 4 - SAT 8 OCTOBER 

THE SOUND OF 
MUSIC 


MOiVtlHAM^rON _ 

GRACsO 

" { A T f f 


•Vi; 


TUES 5-SAT 9 JULY 

HEARTBEAT 


Itw n if ***** fcjur ^ Ws 

HEARTBEAT 


SPRING TO 
WINTER 2016 


YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT'S ON AT 

WOLVERHAMPTON GRAND THEATRE 


MON 26 SEPTEMBER 

JIMMY OSMOND: 
MOON RIVER AND ME 

M f 


A ,J , I I 

A TtlBITF II y\ml IjUlWifUtt! 


TUES 18 - SAT 22 OCTOBER 


A TALE OF TWO 
CITIES 


DICHIS 


A TALE OF 

TWO CITIES 


FRIDAY 25 NOVEMBER 

PSYCHIC SALLY 


MON 28 NOV - SAT 3 DEC 

DIRTY DANCING 


K 




THE BIGGEST LIVE THEATRE 
SENSATION OF ALL TIME' 


0^7 


TUES 15 - SAT 19 NOVEMBER 

OUR HOUSE 


' MUSICAL 


CifcAfcO 


OUR 
HOUSE mn 


vFOVCMBCR 2«1 b 


TUES 27 SEPT - SAT 1 OCT 

THE SHAWSHANK 
REDEMPTION 


-l 111 - 

SHAWSHANK 

ri [t i m p rlo N 


STEPHEN KING 


BOOK ONLINE grandtheatre.co.uk 


BOX OFFICE 01902 42 92 12 
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BOOK ONLINE grandtheatre.co.uk 


BOX OFFICE 01902 42 92 12 
















